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PUBLISHER’S NOTE 


We present selected speeches of Prime Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee as India takes rapid strides towards asserting her right as 
a major player on the global scene during the last few years. The 
focus of this volume is on some of the key Indian foreign policy 
initiatives. 

The speeches have been classified thematically in each chapter 
and are not based on chronological sequence. The objective is to 
present to discerning readers, a glimpse into the structured thoughts 
and policy formulations at the highest level of the Government on 
the emerging foreign policy contours of the country. 
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Towards Ushering in Global Peace 


I first addressed this august Assembly of the UN as Foreign 
Minister in 1977. Since then I have has the privilege to come for 
the General Assembly sessions for many years but it was without 
ministerial responsibility. I acknowledge with gratitude the 
confidence of successive Prime Ministers. To me it also signifies 
the consensus on national interests and the foreign policy of India. 
When I addressed the General Assembly in 1977, it was the turning 
point in many ways in the history of India. The Janata Government 
was a coalition of many factions who united in the restoration of 
our people’s faith in democracy. Since then we have had many 
changes of Government but the people’s political awareness and 
their faith in the institutions which uphold our constitutional system 
has been unwavering. Today, when I come to this podium as Prime 
Minister I come on behalf of another coalition. India has 
demonstrated that democracy can take root ina developing country. 
Tam confident that the Indian experience will prove that democracy 
can also provide the basis for stable, long-term economic growth 
in developing societies. This is the path that the people of India 
have chosen and | stand before you today as the symbol of this 
new resurgent India. 

The world of the 1970’s has receded into history. The shackling 
constraints of the Cold War are gone. The distinguishing feature of 
the last two decades has been the spread of democracy world- 
wide. By force of example, we have been one of the authors of the 
triumph of democracy. From this flows our desire to see 
democratisation of the UN itself. An international body that does 
not reflect, and change with, the changing international realities, 
will inevitably face a credibility deficit. We, therefore, support a 


Free rendering of the speech in Hindi at the UN General Assembly, New York, 24 
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revitalized and effective UN, one that is more responsive to the 
concerns of the vast majority of its member States and is better 
equipped to meet the challenges ahead of us in the 21st century. 

The Security Council does not represent contemporary reality; 
it does not represent democracy in international relations. Following 
the end of the Cold War, it has acquired the freedom to act but 
experience shows that the Council has acted only when it was 
convenient for is permanent members. The experience of Somalia 
does not do credit to the Security Council and there are other 
examples too. Peace-keeping operations cannot be a reflection of 
ulterior political priorities and perceptions. 

There is only one cure to bring in fresh blood. The Security 
Council must be made representative of the membership of the 
United Nations. Developing countries must be made permanent 
members. It is a right to which the developing world is entitled. 

Presence of some developing countries as permanent members 
is inescapable for effectively discharging the responsibilities of the 
Security Council particularly when we sce that the Council acts 
almost exclusively in the developing world. It is only natural that on 
decisions affecting the developing world, these countries have a 
say, on equal terms. Along with other measures, the Security 
Council too must be reformed, expanding its non-permanent 
membership so that more developing countries can serve on it. But 
this alone is not enough. Because as long as effective power in the 
Council rests with the permanent membership, the interests of the 
developing world will not be promoted or protected unless developing 
countries are made permanent members, on par with the present 
permanent members. Only this will make the Council an effective 
instrument for the international community on dealing with current 
and future challenges. The new permanent members must of 
course have the ability to discharge the responsibilities that come 
with permanent membership. India believes it can, and, as we had 
said before from this rostrum, we are prepared to accept the 
responsibilities of permanent membership, and we believe we are 
qualified for it. 

It will be a great day when democracy becomes the universal 
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and functioning. However, open democratic societies have one 
scourge to contend with—terrorism. The challenge before countries 
like mine and other democracies is to maintain our openness, 
safeguard individual rights, and, at the same time, give no quarter 
to terrorists. Several speakers before me have recounted the 
terrible toll, world-wide, that terrorists have exacted, taking 
advantage of the trust that characterises open societies. 1 recall 
that G-7 Summit almost two decades back had identified terrorism 
as one of the most serious threats to civilized societies. Events 
since then including the blowing up of Air India Kanishka, the Pan 
Am Airlines over Lockerbie, to the recent bombings in Nairobi and 
Dar-es-Salaam have only established the correctness of that 
judgement. 

Terrorism is one threat that affects us all equally. Terrorism 
takes a daily toll across the world. It is the most vicious among 
international crimes, the most pervasive, pernicious and ruthless 
threat to the lives of men and women in open societies, and to 
international peace and security. In India, we have had to cope with 
terrorism, aided and abetted by a neighbouring country, for nearly 
two decades. We have borne this with patience, but none should 
doubt the strength of our resolve to crush this challenge. Its 
tentacles have spread across the world. Today, it has linkages with 
illicit trade in drugs, arms and money laundering. In short, terrorism 
has gone global and it can only be defeated by organized international 
action. 

Let us make up our minds once and for all—terrorism is a 
crime against humanity. Unilateral steps can hardly stand scrutiny 
in an open society, let alone in the eyes of the international 
community. It should be the primary task of all open and plural 
societies to develop collective means for tackling this menace. At 
the summit meetings in Durban, the Non-Aligned Movement has 
called for an intranational conference in 1999 to develop such a 
collective response. We urge that the 1999 conference launch the 
process of negotiations for an international convention to provide 
for collective action against States and organizations which initiate 
or aid and abet terrorism. 

In this fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of 
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Human Rights, there is a growing realization that economic, social, 
cultural, civil and political rights form a seamless web. Analyses 
carried out in recent years by the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees amply reflect the vicious cycle of how violations of 
economic, social and cultural rights inevitably lead to violations of 
civil and political rights. In defining its index, the Human Development 
Report gives a higher weightage to economic criterion for developing 
countries; this weightage is reduced for developed countries, 
highlighting the importance of the right to development for developing 
societies. It is therefore a matter of concern that the absolutism 
sought to be advocated in the promotion of human rights is often 
at the cost of the right to development. 

India has ratified both the Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights and the Covenant of Civil and Political Rights. 
Other institutions in our country—the National Human Right 
Commission, a free media, an independent judiciary—all serve to 
assure that the international human rights statutes are enjoyed by 
all citizens. We also remained convinced that unless progress 1s 
made on economic, social and cultural rights including the right to 
development, the world will continue to witness international conflict 
leading to migrations, displacement of people and human rights 
abuses. 

In the closing years of the 20th century, the challenge of 
nuclear disarmament is another of the priorities facing the 
international community. We have successfully prohibited chemical 
and biological weapons in recent decades. The present century has 
witnessed the development and the tragic use of nuclear weapons. 
We must ensure that the legacy of this weapon of mass destruction 
is not carried into the next century. 

For the last half-century, India has consistently pursued the 
objectives of international peace along with equal and legitimate 
security for all through global disarmament. These concepts are 
among the basic tenets of our national security. India has, over the 
years, sought to enhance its national security by promoting global 
nuclear disarmament, convinced that a world free of nuclear 
weapons enhances both global and India’s national security. 


The negotiations on a Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) 
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began in 1993 with a mandate that such a treaty would contribute 
effectively to the non-proliferation ofnuclear weapons in all aspects, 
to the process of nuclear disarmament and, therefore, to the 
enhancement of international peace and security. India participates, 
actively and constructively in the negotiations and sought to place 
the Treaty in a disarmament framework by proposing its linkage 
with a time-bound programme for the universal elimination of all 
nuclear weapons. 

It is a matter of history that India’s proposals were not 
accepted. The treaty, as it emerged, was not accepted by India on 
grounds of national security. We made explicit our objection that 
despite our stand having been made clear, the treaty text made 
India’s signature and ratification a pre-condition for its entry into 
force. 

Mindful of its deteriorating security environment which has 
obliged us to stand apart from the CTBT in 1996, India undertook 
a limited series of five underground tests, conducted on 11 and 13 
May, 1998. These tests were essential for ensuring a credible 
nuclear deterrent for India’s national security in the foreseeable 
future. 

These tests do no signal a dilution of India’s commitment to 
the pursuit of global nuclear disarmament. Accordingly, after 
concluding this limited testing programmes, India announced a 
voluntary moratorium on further underground nuclear test explosions. 
We conveyed our willingness to move towards a de jure formalisation 
of this obligation. In announcing a moratorium, India has already 
accepted the basic obligation of CTBT. In 1996, India could not 
have accepted the obligation as such a restraint would have eroded 
our capability and compromised our national security. 

India, having harmonised its national imperatives and security 
obligations and desirous of continuing to cooperate with the 
international community is now engaged in discussions with key 
interlocutors on a range of issues, including CTBT. We are prepared 
to bring these discussions to a successful conclusion, so that the 
entry into force of the CTBT is not delayed beyond September 

1999. We expect that other countries, as indicated in Article XIV 
of the CTBT, will adhere to this Treaty without conditions. 
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After protracted discussions, the Conference on Disarmament 
in Geneva is now ina position to begin negotiations ona treaty that 
will prohibit the production of fissile materials for nuclear weapons 
or other nuclear explosive devices. Once again, we are conscious 
that this is a partial step. Such a treaty, as and when it is concluded 
and enters into force, will not eliminate existing nuclear arsenals. 
Yet, we will participate in these Negotiations in good faith in order 
to ensure a treaty that is non-discriminatory and meets India’s 
security imperatives. India will pay serious attentions to any other 
multilateral initiatives in this area, during the course of the 
negotiations in the Conference on Disarmament. 

As a responsible state committed to non-proliferation, India 
has undertaken that it shall not transfer these weapons or related 
know-how to other countries. We have an effective system ofexport 
controls and shall make it more stringent where necessary, including 
by expanding control lists ofequipmentand technology tomake them 
more contemporary and effective in the context of a nuclear India. 
At the same time, as a developing country, we are conscious that 
nuclear technology has a number of peaceful applications and we 
shall continue to cooperation actively with other countries in this 
regard, in keeping with our international responsibilities. 

A few weeks ago, at the Non-Aligned Summit in Durban, 
India proposed and the Movement agreed that an international 
conference be held, preferable in 1999, with the objective of 
arriving at an agreement, before the end of this millennium on a 
phased programme for complete elimination ofall nuclear weapons. 
l call upon all members of the international community, and 
particularly the other nuclear weapon States to join in this endeavour. 
Let us pledge that when we assemble here in the new millennium, 
it shall be to welcome the commitment that mankind shall never 
again be subjected to the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons. 

The decade of the 1990s has fallen far short of expectations; 
nowhere is this more apparent than on the global economic sense. 
The sense of triumphalism that heralded the wave of global capitalism 
is NOW giving way to caution and realism. What was initially seen 
as an Asian flue is now spreading to other continents. 
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economic development with the global financial markets adjusting 
the exchange rates stands falsified. What we have seen is the 
growth of a large volume of “virtual money” that has not been 
generated by productive economic activity. But the power of the 
“virtual money” is real, evident in the fact that national regulatory 
mechanisms are unable to cope with the impact of its rapid 
movement in and out of currencies. Its volatility in the short run 
does not follow economic logic but rumour and sentiment, with 
results that are self-reinforcing. In developing countries and in 
western financial capitals, there is now a growing acceptance that 
premature liberalisation of capital markets has been a primary 
cause of the current crisis. 

Does it mean that the world should turn back from 
globalization? Our answer is an emphatic ‘no’. Rising economic 
inter-dependence is a phenomenon driven by the “echnological 
imperative, but we must learn how to manage the change. India 
has not been affected as severely as some other countries, largely 
because we adopted policies that were more prudent. But a drop 
in commodity prices by 30 per cent ina year and a reduction in net 
capital flows by 50 per cent to the emerging markets will have a 
negative impact on growth everywhere, including in the developed 
world. 

I must emphasise that democratically elected leadership in 
open developing societies, such as India, also faces another 
challenge. We cannot let an unbridled free market system aggravate 
existing economic and social disparities. In fact, we need policy 
instruments to reduce disparities thus creating a more stable 
environment in the long term. Such policies are necessary in 
accountable democracies and in no way inconsistent with managed 
liberalisation. 

It is high time that we begin a new international dialogue, on 
the future ofa global and inter-dependent economy. This a task for 
the sovereign states represented here and cannot be left solely to 
the dynamics of an unregulated market place. 

I think I speak for all of us when I say that we are on the 
threshold of a new age. This is an over-used phrase, but we are 
all aware that an exciting new universe is within our reach. Several 
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centuries ago, Issac Newton described his scientific discoveries as 
pebbles on the beach, while the Ocean of Truth lay undiscovered. 
It was modest of that great scientist to so describe his work, but 
I believe that we are now actually sailing in the Ocean of Truth. 
We have made exciting discoveries and will make many more 
which will move humankind forward. 

And yet, there is also an uneasy feeling that all is not well. 
The world is not at ease with itself. Forces are bubbling under the 
surface tranquility in almost all parts of the world that threaten the 
gains of the last century and which seek to lead the world towards 
bigotry, violence and unhealthy exclusivism, 

India has a message: not a new one, for almost all religions 
have expressed the thought before. But we have preserved the 
tenets—of freedom, equality and tolerance in our daily lives. If the 
world of the 21st century is to be a better place that the world we 
have seen so far, these values must prevail. History also shows that 
these are easier to prescribe than to observe. And yet, as we move 
towards ever-closer interdependence, there is no alternative. The 
world and its leaders must summon the will to rise to the occasion 
and enter the new age with a new outlook. This is the task before 
us and | declare India’s readiness to make its full contribution in the 
testing umes ahead. 

I close with an ancient sloka from the Rig Veda composed 
thousands of years ago in Sanskrit, the oldest language in the world: 

Tyas: | 

seq fag Fass! 

w À seq fase | 

yi age | 

añ mfa: mfa: wife: 1 

Meaning : 

Let all human beings be blessed with prosperity. 

Let all flora and fauna which are life line of all creatures grow 

abundantly, 

Let there be harmony with all two-legged creations. 

Let there be harmony with all four-legged creations. 

Let there be peace, peace, peace. (m) 
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A Collective Desire to Forge a 
Bright Future 


This unique summit marks the formal entry of the United 
Nations into the 21st century and the new millennium. More 
importantly, it reflects the collective desire of peoples living in 189 
countries spread across the world to forge a future free of the 
blemishes of the past. 

A future that will guarantee equitable development of all 
nations East and West, North and South. A future that will guarantee 
freedom from want for nearly a quarter of the world’s peoples 
living in object poverty. A future that will guarantee freedom from 
fear of war among nations and conflicts within societies. And, a 
future in which nations will work together as equals for a new 
world order based on justice and equality. 

Mr President, standing at the gates of an important epoch, at 
a point in our history the joins the past, the present and the future, 
we, the representatives of six billion people, must ensure that this 
Millennium Summit and the General Assembly Session that follows 
will transcend issues of narrow concerns and chart a new course 
for humanity. A course that will lead to enduring peace, development 
and security for all. 

Let there be no doubt that the journey to our future, which we 
begin at the Millennium Summit, is over a very long and winding 
road. At every tum, we will be challenged by doubts. Overcoming 
that challenge and forging ahead will be the real test of the resolve 
that we voice at this Summit. In spite of human endeavour for 
peace, prosperity and cooperation among nations in the century 
gone by, the world is not free of conflict, often with terrible 
consequences. Much of this conflict is attributable to hostile 
aggression, lust for territory or, simply, hegemony. 


Sa E H a 
Speech at-the UN Millennium Summit, New York, 8 September 2000 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


12 TOWARDS A NEW WORLD 


But conflict is also born in failure of equitable development 
among and within nations. For long it has been established that 
poverty threatens peace and social cohesiveness within nations. It 
now needs to be recognised that the continuing poverty of some 
nations even while others prosper, not only taunts our conscience; 
it also threatens peace among nations. Poverty can neither be 
wished away, nor accepted as a reality beyond redemption. This 
affliction that strikes at the core of human dignity has to be cured 
through the collective will and effort of all nations, rich and poor. 
The century we have just left behind is littered with many a turning 
point in the history of humanity. The last 100 years were both the 
best of times and the worst of times. There were moments of utter 
despair and flashes of soaring hope. 

In the 20th century we have seen colonialism peak and 
collapse. We have seen totalitarian and racist regimes rule with an 
iron first, only to crumble in the face of assertive desire for liberty 
and human dignity. We have seen death and destruction caused by 
wars rekindle humankind’s urge for lasting and durable peace. 

It has been a century of contrasts. Giant strides in science 
and technology marking the conquest of new frontiers of knowledge 
have helped us grow more food, produce life saving drugs and send 
satellites into space. Yet, millions still go hungry, die of easily 
curable diseases and are deprived of the enlightenment and 
empowerment that education ensures. The emergence of a global 
economy has led to undeniable benefits like faster growth, higher 
living standards and new opportunities. The rapid spread of 
Information technology, riding the crest ofa Knowledge Revolution, 
has virtually led to the creation of a digital world where the click 
of a “mouse” can span vast distances in less than a fraction of a 
second. A “New Economy” drives the world today. 

Yet, nearly a quarter of the people this Assembly represents 
have neither prospered nor gained from these developments. Often, 
they find themselves further marginalized and more vulnerable as 
development economics gives way to unbridled market economics 
and social objectives are erased by profit motives. 

Globalisation was supposed to deliver economic equality among 
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reality we see today is an asymmetry in the benefits from 
globalisation between the developing and developed worlds. This 
asymmetry has further accentuated income disparities, thus 
increasing the scope of conflict and strife. If one in four of the 
world’s people still live in severe poverty, there is something wrong 
somewhere in the manner in which we have been managing global 
development issues. The situation is made worse by the fact that 
developing countries with decreasing resources, both natural and 
financial, are finding it increasingly difficult to meet their social 
obligations. Therefore, removing economic inequality, both between 
and within nations, and ensuring that development does not suffer 
for want of funds, are two of the challenges that we have to 
collectively meet in the new century. 

We also need to actively consider a fresh global initiative to 
fight poverty. In a globalised economy, poverty eradication cannot 
be treated as the exclusive responsibility of individual nations. 
Therefore, a new global strategy against poverty is called for. 

Even as poverty severely inhibits the socio-economic progress 
of developing countries, the alarming spread of HIV/AIDS drains 
their productive capacities. The co-relation between HIV incidence 
and poverty is too compelling to ignore. 

It should be the concem of all humanity to generate the 
resources for concerted awareness campaigns for HIV prevention; 
for making preventive, palliative and curative drugs affordable; 
and, for the scientific quest for definitive prophylaxis and cure for 
the various strains of the dreaded virus. These tasks should not be 
allowed to add to the already onerous burden that developing 
countries are carrying today. 

Another issue that should be of universal concer is the debt 
burden ofmany a developing nation. This burden grows yearly with 
new debts being contracted to pay off current interest charges. This 
results in a continual haemorrhage of wealth that further debilitates 
the developing world. The United Nations has a signal role to play 
in this global effort: by focusing attention on equitable development, 
by ensuring that development is not the preserve of a few. 

In the last decade of the last century, we have seen a series 
of world conferences on various aspects of development—social 
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development, women’s issues, population and environment, We 
now look forward to the conference on financing for development. 

Indeed, it is time that we looked at assurance of economic 
development, growth and distribution together in a high-level UN 
conference. And, we urge that development be made a cross 
cutting issue in the work of reformed United Nations. 

In the emerging world order of the 21st century, economic 
multi-polarity will be a critical factor. Globalisation has given birth 
to an ever-expanding web of inter-dependent economies linked by 
trade and commerce, apart from unprecedented flow of capital 
cross borders, backed by the Information Technology revolution. 

But economic inter-dependence is best when it is based on 
the principle of non-discrimination. Only then can nations benefit 
equitably from global trade and commerce. To achieve this, and to 
ensure genuine economic multilateralism, the tendency of some to 
rely on non-tariff barriers to preserve markets and perpetuate 
current balance of trade should be resisted by all. This can be best 
guaranteed by ensuring, especially for developing countries, free 
access to markets and services through more transparent and 
predictable standards and requirements. 

Global financial integration has encouraged an unregulated 
and volatile capital mobility across national boundaries and currency 
zones. This has exposed many developing countries to tremendous 
risks. Part of the problem is that we have moved towards an 
integrated international financial market without fully realising the 
potential turbulence which could result in weaker economies. 
Indeed, the 1990s are replete with financial crises striking developing 
countries and revealing the economically destabilising impact ofan 
uncontrolled global flight of money on developing and transition 
economies. The resources of the Intemational Monetary Fund 
should be augmented to deal with economic crisis created by the 
globalisation policy being pursued by member countries. Its role in 
anticipating major crises through improved disclosure standards 
and enhanced information system also needs to be strengthened. 
This would be applicable equally to both developed and developing 

countries. The new century needs a new financial architecture to 
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the stability of the international financial system. Multilateral 
cooperation should focus more clearly on the need for better policy 
co-ordinated among developed countries to avoid policy 
misalignment, which can have a destabilising effect on international 
capital movements. An inter-dependent world calls for greater 
participation by developing countries in the major forums of decision 
making. There is need to increase the share of developing countries 
in decision making in international forums dealing with the 
international financial system. 

We cannot have true development without peace between 
nations and democracy within them. Indeed, democracy and peace 
continue to remain the best guarantors for unhindered development— 
each secures the other. 

The continued existence of nuclear weapons is a threat to 
global security in this new century, as in the century gone by which 
not only saw the development but also the tragic use of weapons 
of mass destruction. The international community has successfully 
diminished, if not entirely removed, the threat posed by chemical 
and biological weapons. But not so with nuclear weapons. 

In fact, despite all the talk of nuclear disarmament from 
various forums, the stockpiles of weapons of mass destruction, in 
the custody of those who were the first to build up such a deadly 
arsenal, remain virtually untouched. It would seem that we are still 
far away from achieving a goal that can assure the survival of 
humanity in the new millennium. India was forced to acquire these 
weapons in 1998 because the principal nuclear weapon states 
refused to accept the almost universal demand for nuclear 
disarmament. Moreover, the spread of nuclear weapons in our 
neighbourhood made us especially vulnerable. 

Nevertheless, our policy is based on responsibility and restraint 
and we continue to press for universal, verifiable nuclear disarmament 
with undiminished commitment, even while safeguarding our 
strategic space and autonomy in decision-making. International 
peace cannot be divorced from the need for equal and legitimate 
security for all. We support the Secretary-General’s proposal for 
an international conference to address nuclear dangers. 

In the interregnum, India continues with its voluntary 
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moratorium on further underground nuclear test explosions. India 
remains committed to working for the successful conclusion of her 
security dialogue with key interlocutors on CTBT. I reiterate our 
position that we will not prevent the entry into force of CTBT. At 
the same time, all other countries which must ratify CTBT under 
Article XIV of the Treaty, should do so without condition. 

India also remains committed to participate in negotiations on 
a Treaty that will prohibit the production of fissile materials for 
nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices. We will 
participate in these discussions in good faith and in order to ensure 
a Treaty that is non-discriminatory and meets India’s security 
imperatives. 

Of the many other threats to peace, democracy and 
development, none has become as dangerous as international 
terrorism, with its links to religious extremism, drug trafficking and 
the commerce in illicit arms. Plural and open democracies are the 
target of the scourge of terrorism that strikes at the very root of 
tolerance, the mainstay of civil society in a free world. 

For more than a decade now India has been a victim of cross- 
border terrorism that has claimed thousands of innocent lives. We 
have been fighting this crime against humanity with the weapons 
available to a responsible democracy. India calls for united global 
action against these dangers. We urge the intemational community 
to quickly adopt and implement the Comprehensive Convention 
Against Terrorism that will be negotiated at the UN General 
Assembly session that follows this Summit. 

Many statesman-like words have been delivered from this 
high tribune. Unfortunately, some of them are an Orwellian mockery. 
Those who have stifled democracy at home, speak of freedom 
from this forum. Those have engaged in the clandestine acquisition 
of nuclear weapons and delivery system talk of ridding South Asia 
of these. Those who have repudiated solemn covenants talk of 
new agreements to prevent war. The authors of a vicious terrorist 
campaign that has claimed more than thirty thousand innocent lives 
in India, who actively sabotaged a historic peace initiative, are now 
offering new initiatives for dialogue. 
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sincerity of purpose is not words, but deeds. Terrorism and dialogue 
do not go together. We also urge the international community to act 
collectively against the indiscriminate proliferation of, and illegal 
trafficking in, small arms and light weapons. Countries should 
cooperate and work closely to prevent, combat and eradicate the 
illicit trade in small arms and light weapons by adopting an 
International Programme of Action of Agreed Measures. Mr 
President, because there can, by definition, be no equitable 
development without democracy, it is essential that the United 
Nations promote democratic norms. And the United Nations should 
do so not only by monitoring elections or by promoting standards 
of effective governance, but by example. The United Nations is a 
symbol of the aspirations of the peoples of the free world to 
achieve the noble objectives of peace, equality and honour. The 
UN Charter envisaged a balance between the three major inter- 
governmental organs of the United Nations—the General Assembly, 
the Security Council and the Economic and Social Council. 

Over the years, this balance has tilted rather heavily towards 
the Security Council. It is important that the central role of the 
General Assembly be respected; this Millennium Summit is a good 
first step, and we thank the Secretary-General for proposing it. We 
are glad that the Economic and Social Council has again become 
active in the promotion of development; we trust that the momentum 
will be maintained. 

However, in a world in flux, it is understandable that the 
Security Council will continue to have a rather special role to play. 
It is, therefore, all the more necessary that it be made more 
representative of the large membership. 

We hope this Millennium Summit will commit itself to an early 
expansion and reform of the Security Council, particularly bringing 
in new permanent members from developed and developing 
countries, so that it reflects the new realities of the 21st century. 
This will also strengthen this world body to function more purposefully 
in the services of all peoples who, as the UN Charter says, 
constitute the United Nations. 

As member States will recall, India has let it be known for 
some years that we believe ourselves qualified by objective criteria 
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for responsibilities of permanent membership. Indeed, as the world’s 
largest democracy, enormous potential, a rapidly growing economic 
power and a major contributor to peace-keeping operations, India 
has a natural claim to a permanent seat in the Security Council. 
Finally, at this rare moment of the Millennium, when we touch 
history, let us pledge to work towards bringing the vast human 
family closer together. Let us believe in spirit that our destiny is 
joined. I end with an ancient Indian invocation: 
Sarve bhavantu sukhinah 
Sarve santu niramayah 
Sarve bhadrani pasyantu 
Ma kaschit dukha bhag bhavet! 
May all live happily 
May all enjoy good health 
May all see auspiciousness 
May none experience distress 
May peace prevail everywhere! o 
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A Vision for the Future 


A New Century and a new age is knocking on our doors as 
we are together here. Our independence has completed fifty 
years. We are both proud of it and also sad. We are proud because 
both our cuuntries have maintained their independence. The sadness 
is occasioned because even after 50 years we have not freed 
ourselves of poverty and unemployment. 

I am grateful to the Prime Minister for arranging this banquet 
for me at this historic place. This beautiful fort is the place of birth 
of Shahjehan. Akbar spent more than ten years of his life here. 

My delegation and I are very pleased at the cordial reception 
and hospitality of yours. 

Mr. Prime Minister, you are fully maintaining the tradition of 
this historic fort and the city of Lahore. On this occasion, it would 
be desirable to recall the couplet of the eleventh century poet, 
Masud bin Saad bin Salman: 

SHUD DAR GUM “LOHUR” KHANAM YARAB! 

YARAB! KI DAR ARZOO-E-ANAM YARAB! 

Mr. Prime Minister, this is the first visit of any Indian Prime 
Minister in the part ten years, I am much pleased to be in your 
midst. Mixed emotions rose in my heart when I inspected the guard 
of honour and saw the beautiful spectacle of the sunset. I was 
happy that after 21 years I was among you with a message of 
peace and friendship. But there was sadness that we had spent 
such a long time in mutual conflict and bitterness. It does not 
behove us that two great countries like India and Pakistan have 
mutual tension. 

When I came to you as Foreign Minister I was alone but 
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today there are with me a cross-section and delegates of all classes 
of India. 

A bus running between Delhi and Lahore is not merely the 
easing of travel. Running between the two countries and joining 
them, this bus demonstrates the love of the peoples of the two 
countries for improved relations and for living together. If it were 
a mere bus, a vehicle of iron and steel it could not have created a 
stir and hopes, not only between the two countries but almost 
throughout the world. 

Mr. Prime Minister, it is our duty that we create trust and 
fellow-feeling in accordance with the hopes and aspirations of our 
people and raise a strong structure of cooperation between the two 
countries. In recent months we have paid attention to such issues 
which should benefit the people directly. The two countries are 
keeping the continuity of the mutual talks so that we can decide 
that humanitarian issues are sorted out quickly, the possibilities of 
economic and trade cooperation are examined like the purchase of 
sugar and power, and act on them, mutual confidence building 
measures are discussed and a consensus is evolved. This is only 
the first step. I am confident that we will give instructions to our 
respective officers on what we want to do together. 

We have talked about those aspects of our relations on which 
We are not in agreement. It is necessary to talk on these issues. 
Since we want to solve issues we should take care to see that there 
are no questions which cannot be solved by direct talks. In reality, 
this is the only way. 

There is no issue in our relations which can be solved by 
violence and bloodshed. Difficult and outstanding issues can be 
solved in a clean climate, in a balanced approach and with humility 
and honesty. I have to tell only one thing to those who advocate 
violence, follow a violent method and encourage violence: let them 
understand the truth of peace and understanding. We, therefore, 
welcome talks on all outstanding issues, which include Jammu and 
Kashmir, in the continuity of a composite dialogue. The future 
beckons us as we advance towards a new age. It tells us and, in 
reality, demands that we think of the welfare of the coming 


i -being of children’s children and their 
generation, harge yeei ary, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


GLOBAL INITIATIVES 21 


children. I have a message from India. Let us take a road, which 
would remove mutual distrust, conflict and differences, solid peace 
and harmony are established and a climate is created for friendship, 
fellow-feeling and cooperation. I have full faith that through joint 
effort we can succeed in this task. oO 
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Towards Lasting Peace and Amity 


Though the past five decades, India has held firm in its 
abiding desire for peace and friendship with Pakistan. We remain 
committed to the establishment of trust and confidence, to developing 
mutually beneficial cooperation and to addressing all outstanding 
issues, including Jammu & Kashmir. We believe that the core 
concern of our peoples is their struggle against poverty, want, 
hunger and deprivation. 

We have always taken a comprehensive view of India- 
Pakistan relations, because it is our conviction that we must 
progress where we can, even as we address the more complex 
issues. We believe that, rather than operating in segments, we 
should take a broad based approach across the spectrum of 
possibilities in our relationship. 

It is with these perspectives that we announced a few 
decisions in advance of your visit, aimed at addressing some of the 
mutual concerns of our peoples. They relate to peace and security, 
to the development of people to people ties, and to promote 
contacts by facilitating travel. 

We have already had a frank discussion on important matters. 
We look forward to a further detailed exchange of views on all 
issues including that of Jammu & Kashmir. You are fully aware of 
our views on this subject and we have heard yours. We cannot 
deny that there are vast differences between us on this. We are 
willing to address these differences and to move forward. But for 
this, it is important to create a conducive atmosphere. The terrorism 
and violence being promoted in the State from across its borders 
do not help to create such an atmosphere. We will counter them 
resolutely. Let no one think that India does not have the resolve, 
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strength or stamina to continue resisting terrorism and violence. 

But, they do not promote meaningful dialogue. 

We firmly believe that a framework to address the differences 
between us on Jammu & Kashmir would have to include the issue 
of cross-border terrorism in its ambit. We can also look at other 
confidence building measures to further encourage this process. 

The subjects which we have identified for the Composite 
Dialogue between our two countries cover a wide range. Progress 
on them can meaningfully contribute to the welfare and security of 
our peoples. We believe that the time has come to resume our 
engagement on the entire range of these issues. 

I wish to certain additional specific matters: 

A. We have consistently for over two decades urged Pakistan to 
release the 54 Indian POWs that we strongly believe remain 
in your custody. This is a human problem. I would urge that 
Pakistan take urgent and purposeful action to end the agony of 
the families of these soldiers. 

B. We know that some terrorists and criminals, guilty of crimes 
like the bomb blasts in Mumbai in 1993 and the hijacking of the 
Indian Airlines flight, are living in Pakistan. We have requested 
Pakistan that they should be arrested and handed over to us. 
They have to be brought to justice. 

C. We have recently issued instructions to our Coast Guard not to 
take into custody Pakistani fishermen, who inadvertently stray 
into our waters, but to turn them back after due warming. 
Similar reciprocal gesture on Pakistan’s part would lead to a 
permanent resolution of this recurring problem. 

D. Pilgrims to religious shrines in both countries have to be 
facilitated and their sentiments respected. The presence of 
known terrorists who have been allowed to stay in Sikh 
Gurudwaras in Pakistan is a matter of grave concer to our 
Sikhs. We have formally requested your authorities that these 
terrorists be handed over to us to face due process of law in 
connection with crimes for which they are wanted in India. I 
wish to specifically reiterate this request to you. While on the 
subject of religious shrines, the upkeep of Hindu temples and the 
treatment of Hindu pilgrims is also a matter of concern to us. 
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E. The enhancement of trade ties would be mutually beneficial; 
we seek no unilateral advantage. Trade and industry circles 
have constantly urged both governments to respond to the 
desire for greater interaction. We are willing to take further 
major steps in this direction. We have already announced a 
reduction or elimination of tariffs on 50 tariff lines to encourage 
Pakistani imports to India. I propose that a group of experts of 
both countries be constituted to recommend measures to 
increase bilateral trade, economic and technical interaction. 

Our vision for the future of India Pakistan relations has to 
construct a durable road map for the future based firmly on the 
lessons of its often troubled history. We should respond not only to 
our immediate need for peace and progress for our peoples but also 
to an international environment that increasingly stresses inter- 
dependence and cooperation over conflict and discord. Let us 
grasp this fresh opportunity to create the lasting peace and amity 

which has eluded us for the past 54 years. o 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


Towards a New Begining 


Hon’ble Members would recall my invitation to President 
Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan to visit India. 

In the days and weeks before his visit, I had occasion to 
exchange views and perspectives — individually and collectively 
— with leaders of political parties, eminent personalities, media 
representatives and intellectuals, on the future prospects for India- 
Pakistan relations. They endorsed, almost unanimously, our view 
that the visit should be used to seek avenues for durable peace and 
cooperative friendship with Pakistan. Building on the Shimla Agree- 
ment and the Lahore Declaration, we sought, through the invitation 
and the consequent visit, to strengthen the broad-based framework 
of dialogue, so that progress could be made on all outstanding 
bilateral issues, including Jammu & Kashmir. We also identified the 
continuing cross-border terrorism as an important subject to be 
addressed. : 

To promote a congenial environment and confidence-building 
in advance of the visit, the Government announced some signifi- 
cant decisions relating to peace and security, nuclear and non- 
nuclear CBM’s, people-to-people contacts, humanitarian issues, 
education, youth exchanges and trade. We believe these decisions 
have been well received by the people of India and Pakistan. The 
Goverment remains committed to implementing them. 

President Musharraf, accompanied by Begum Musharraf, 
was in New Delhi on July 14. He was accorded full ceremonial 
honours. He called on the President, who hosted a State banquet. 
The Vice-President, Home Minister, the External Affairs & De- 
fence Minister and the Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha 
called on him. I hosted a lunch in his honour. At the retreat in Agra 
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on July 15 and 16, President Musharraf and I had extensive one- 
to-one talks for over 5 hours. We also had talks at the delegation 
level. 

During these discussions, I emphasised the importance of 
creating an atmosphere of trust for progress on all outstanding 
issues including J&K. I took up other specific issues which would 
help the processes of peace. These included the issue of 54 POWs 
believed to be in Pakistani jails; the extradition of known terrorists 
and criminals who have been given sanctuary in Pakistan; the 
upkeep of Sikh Gurudwaras and Hindu temples in Pakistan, the 
treatment of Indian pilgrims visiting shrines in Pakistan, and the 
enhancement of mutually beneficial trade. 

l focused on the terrorism being promoted in the state of 
J&K. I conveyed in clear terms that India has the resolve, strength 
and stamina to counter terrorism and violence until it is decisively 
crushed. I want to reiterate this determination today on the floor of 
this House. 

In his presentations, President Musharraf focuses almost 
exclusively on Jammu & Kashmir. Honourable Members would be 
familiar with all his views, since they were widely disseminated in 
both our electronic and print media. 

Despite the obvious differences in our perspectives, we made 
progress towards bridging the two approaches in a draft joint 
document. We sought to incorporate in the document the structure 
of a future dialogue process on all issues, including meetings at 
official, Ministerial and Summit levels. We made proposals for 
addressing the issues of Peace & Security - including nuclear and 
conventional CBMs, Jammu & Kashmir, and terrorism; and all 
other issues from the composite dialogue. Eventually, however, we 
had to abandon the quest for a joint document mainly because of 
Pakistan’s insistence on the settlement of the Jammu & Kashmir 
issue, as a precondition for the normalization of relations. Pakistan 
was also reluctant to acknowledge and address cross-border ter- 
rorism. My Cabinet colleagues and I were unanimously of the view 
that our basic principles cannot be sacrifices for the sake of a joint 
document. 
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Jammu & Kashmir. But it is our conviction that an all-round 
development in the relationship between India and Pakistan will 
have beneficial impact on our dialogue on J&K. 

No worthwhile purpose would be served by a debate on 
whether or not J&K is a “core issue”. But we cannot ignore the 
fact of terrorism and violence in the state, which is exported from 
across the borders. We cannot accept that the insurgency in 
Jammu & Kashmir today, with its foreign mercenaries and gener- 
ous assistance from abroad, is anything but terrorism, The daily 
killing of innocent men, women and children can simply not be 
glorified as “Jehad” or as any kind of political movement. Please 
reflect that, soon after the Agra Summit had concluded, our 
pilgrims on their way to the holy shrine of Amarnath were killed. 
And just two days ago another massacre of members of one 
community occurred at the hands of the terrorists. That is why 
Pakistan’s refusal to end cross-border terrorism is the main hurdle 
in the creation of a conducive atmosphere. 

Pakistan has been seeking a solution to J&K in accordance 
with the wishes of the “Kashmiri people”. I am certain that the 
primary wish of every single Kashmiri, whether from the Kashmir 
valley or Jammu, Ladakh, Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, the North- 
ern areas or the Shaksgam Valley, is to live in peace, security and 
freedom, so that he can make economic progress. We should 
constantly strive to provide him with this fundamental right. Most 
of the Kashmiris have their elected representatives, through whom 
they express their legitimate aspirations. We are also willing to 
listen to all other streams of Kashmiri opinion, however small the 
minority they represent, as long as they abjure violence. It is in this 
spirit that we had offered to talk to the representatives of the All 
Parties Hurriyat Conference. 

President Musharraf has extended an invitation to me to visit 
Pakistan. I have accepted this invitation. The Foreign Minister of 
Pakistan has similarly invited the External Affairs Minister. This, 
too, has been accepted. Thus, our bilateral engagement with Pakistan 
will continue. We will continue to seek dialogue and reconciliation. 
We will persist with out efforts to convince Pakistan that our 
bilateral cooperation should not be held hostage to the resolution of 
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any one issue. Though we could not conclude a joint document in 
Agra, we did achieve a degree of understanding. We will build on 
this to further increase the areas of agreement. Obviously, India’s 
concems in vital areas-such as cross-border terrorism - will have 
to find place in any document that future negotiations endeavour to 
conclude. 

Let me add - we are not looking for propaganda advantage 
or seeking to score debating point. We will engage in quiet, serious 
diplomacy. Our endeavour for a relationship of peace, friendship 
and cooperation will be pursued vigorously. oO 
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Striving to Build a Better World 


I deem it a great privilege to be invited to inaugurate the two-day 
New Delhi Conference on ‘Dialogue Among Civilisations’. At the 
outset I must congratulate our Human Resource Development 
Minister for taking this very timely and much needed initiative. I 
must also congratulate Director-General, UNESCO, who has 
provided full support during all the stages of planning and organising 
this Dialogue. I extend a warm welcome to all our friends from 
abroad who have come to participate in this Conference. 
In recent years the concept of ‘Dialogue Among Civilisations’ has 
caught the imagination of the political, intellectual and cultural elite 
around the world. The concept itself is not entirely a novel one. 
After all, the best minds in world history have always championed 
the idea of dialogue and cooperation among peoples from different 
cultural and civilisational backgrounds. The rishis and saints of India, 
in ancient as well as modern times, dreamt of a world where all 
faiths, cultural influences, languages and intellectual streams are 
given an honoured place and integrated to form a symphony of 
universalism. For example, the Vedas taught us to accept and 
assimilate all that is positive and life-promoting from around the 
world. 
Aa no bhadrah ritavo yantu vishwatah 
May noble thoughts come to us from all sides. 

According to me, two factors have worked to provide a new 
context to the concept of ‘Dialogue Among Civilisation’s. Some 
years ago, a famous writer put forward a thesis about the coming 
“Clash of Civilisations”. The thesis was, of course, flawed and 
baseless. Its main fault was that it failed to recognize that civilisations 
do not — rather, cannot — clash. To be civilized is to abjure clashes 


Inaugural address at the International Conference on Dialogue among Civilisations: 
Quest for New Perspectives, New Delhi, 9 July 2003 
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and conflicts, and to try to resolve all disputes and contentious 
issues through dialogue. Civilisations are anchored in a common set 
of values and ideals, which we all share in our common yearning 
for human solidarity and in our common aspiration for peace, 
Justice, truth and fellowship. Thus, all civilisations have a civilising 
influence on human beings. That is a part of the very definition of 
acivilisation. 

Here we should not confuse between civilisation and history. 
Human history is a tale of clashes and conflicts, as well as of peace 
and progress. This is true about all countries and all continents. In 
contrast, when we talk of civilisations, we are essentially talking of 
the self-humanising endeavour of different societies, carried on 
from generation to generation, through the means of spiritual 
systems, cultures, art, philosophy, science, agriculture, industry and 
the daily social activity of ordinary people. 

Nevertheless, we should thank the worthy writer who predicted 
the coming “Clash of Civilisations”. The provocative title of his 
book served to catalyse a worldwide debate that vehemently argued 
to the contrary. The future of mankind is not going to be determined 
by a ‘Conflict Among Civilisations’, rather, as some people have 
beautifully put it, humanity’s future will witness a ‘Concert or a 
Confluence of Civilisations’. Of course, this will not happen 
automatically. All of us, and all our coming generations, will have to 
strive and struggle for it. I believe that the ‘New Delhi Dialogue 
Among Civilisations’ and similar Dialogues that have preceded it, 
are a part of this earnest striving to build a Better World. 

Friends, there is yet another factor that has propelled us into 
this Dialogue. As we crossed into a New Century and a New 
Millennium three years ago, all of us realized that the world we 
now live in, and the world that the coming generations will inherit, 
are fundamentally different from the times past. Trade and 
technology have broken old barriers between countries and cultures. 
The world has become a Global Village. Some would like to call it 
Global Marketplace. More and more countries are witnessing an 
unprecedented activity on the economic front. 

Yet, the present situation presents two paradoxes. One is the 
continuing wide gap between the unmet basic needs of the world’s 
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poor and the more-than-adequately-met wants of the world’s rich. 
The other is the equally troubling imbalance between the current 
excessive focus on Man as the Consumer of material goods and 
services, and the colossal neglect of the Integral Man who wishes 
to become a Complete Human Being. With all the material progress 
that we have achieved, we acutely realise that there is something 
precious — the human element — lacking in this progress. We feel 
that, with all the technological advancement, we are still less than 
what we can be, less than what human beings have been created 
for. We are dreaming of the ideal society, a cooperative collective 
in which all production is geared for meeting all his human needs — 
of the body, mind and soul. A society in which man can experience 
peace within himself and witness peace in the world, both of which 
are today eluding him. 

Therefore, troubled by the destruction of the environment and 
the erosion of traditions, and numbed by the daily news of violence 
around the world, the Modern Man is searching for answers. After 
the horrible wars of the last century, the continuing ethnic clashes 
in some parts of the world, and the emergence in recent times of 
terrorism that misuses the name of religion, he is not swayed by 
claims like—’My country right or wrong”, “My people the greatest 
in history” and “My faith the only faith”. And his search for answers 
is taking him to study the essence of his own faith, culture and 
civilisation, and the faiths, cultures and civilisations of his fellow 
human beings in a world that he sees is becoming increasingly inter- 
dependent. It is this intensified search for solutions and solace that 
is behind this new phenomenon called the ‘Dialogue Among 
Civilisations’. 

This is a very hopeful sign. The ‘Dialogue Among Civilisations’ 
is a broad enough theme to embrace all the major issues and 
challenges before mankind today. We need answers on how to 
create a future without wars and violence; how to achieve 
sustainable development, so that industrialisation does not become 
a curse to the environment; how to impart a much-needed cultural 
dimension to development; how to preserve the unique cuitural 
identity and artistic wealth ofnations, especially of small communities, 
who are genuinely concerned about the onrush of uniformity in the 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


32 TOWARDS A NEW WORLD 


name of globalisation; and how to advance the cause of human 
rights, economic justice, gender justice and compassionate and caring 
social order. It has become equally important to know how our 
system of education and the mass media can promote positive values 
in society, especially among children. 

I believe that we can get the answers to these questions by 
broadening, deepening and sustaining the Dialogue process. The 
deeper and broader the dialogue, the greater is the understanding 
among civilisations and nations. The greater the understanding, the 
stronger is the cooperation and goodwill among nations. And the 
stronger is the cooperation and goodwill among nations, the lesser 
is the need to spend huge resources on arms and military strategies. 
Here I must emphasise that we also need “The Culture of Dialogue” 
ata national level, so that contentious issues can be resolved amicably 
through talks. Dialogue is an essential part of democracy. 
Democracy both requires and mandates dialogue. The more a nation 
can harmonise differences at home, the greater will be its ability to 
contribute a dialogue at the international level. 

Distinguished guests and delegates, India’s longstanding 
experience and ancient tradition of fostering dialogue among 
communities, cultures and civilisations is well recognised. For 
centuries, India has nurtured a multiplicity of spiritual and cultural 
traditions. Yet, within this diversity, India has also woven a silken 
bond of unity. This is principally because India has protected people’s 
freedom of thought and faith, while at the same time encouraging 
and unbroken tradition of inter-faith dialogue and cooperation. 

The meeting points of ancients Trade Routes may lie in other parts 
of the world, but India has always been a meeting point of Faith 
Routes. Besides all the faiths that originated here, India welcomed 
the Jews, Syrian Christians, the Catholics, Zoroastrians, Muslims 
and people belonging to other religions. We are proud of India’s 
age-old adherence to the ideal of Sarva Pantha Sambhava — which 
means, respect for all faiths. I suggest that this principle of 
secularism, which is enshrined in India’s Constitution, should be 
accepted by all countries. Tolerance should become a global ideal. 
This would go a long way in promoting understanding, cooperation 
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It isa fitting tribute to India’s longstanding tradition of tolerance 
that the Zoroastrians, a prominent minority community, are holding 
an exhibition to herald the celebrations of the 3000th Year of 
Zoroastrianism, to coincide with this Conference. They comprise 
less than 0.01 per cent of our country’s population. Yet, they have 
made a major contribution to many walks of our national life. The 
world needs to recognize the greatness of the Zoroastrian faith and 
culture and help in its protection and resurgence. The Government 
of India has lent full support in organising this exhibition, which will 
be taken to the other parts of the country. 

Sustainable Human Advancement 

We are very happy that Ministers from around 50 countries 
and high level official delegations, as well as a galaxy of eminent 
scholars, scientists and experts have gathered here to take part in the 
deliberations of this Conference. ‘The New Delhi Declaration’, 
which is to be adopted at the concluding session of the Conference 
tomorrow, willbeanimportantaddition tothe ongoing dialogue process. 

The learnings from the series of ‘Dialogues Among 
Civilisation’, which have been held so far under the aegis of the 
UN and other institutions, should be fed into the foreign and domestic 
policies of member countries. National Parliaments and Governments 
should be advised on how to incorporate these learnings in their 
legislation and policy-making. Hence, I look forward to receiving 
your valuable ideas, suggestions and recommendations that will act 
as a roadmap for future efforts at the international and national 
levels on issues that will figure in your deliberations. 

As inheritors of a proud and priceless civilisational legacy 
ourselves, we in India are prepared to lend our full support to this 
noble undertaking of ‘Dialogue Among Civilisations’. Weare prepared 
to discharge our responsibility indemonstrating its beneficial impact 
amongand within countries, cultures andreligions. Weare prepared 
to continue to play our part in promoting tolerance and respect for 
diversities, within the wider goal of the unity of humankind, as an 
essential component of ‘sustainable human advancement in the New 


Century. ga 
With these words, I have great pleasure in inaugurating this 
Conference and wishing it all success. o 
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NAM—Taking the Momentum Further 


The tectonic shifts in international relations over the last 


decade have challenged NAM to adapt itself to effectively tackle 
the new contemporary challenges. Even while preserving 
independence of judgement and autonomy of action - which are its 
defining characteristics - NAM should take a close, hard look at 
the realities of today. 


India has participated in the various deliberations within our 


Movement on the theme of its revitalisation. We believe that certain 
principles are fundamental to this process: 


One, NAM should have a clear consensus on key issues of 
common concem to all ofus. Multilateralism, combating global 
terrorism and reform of the UN system would be the political 
elements of this agenda. Developmental issues, democratisation 
of international financial institutions, constructive North-South 
engagement and South-South cooperation would be its main 
economic planks. 

Two, NAM should concentrate on issues that unite, rather than 
divide us. Ina movement of one hundred and sixteen members, 
itis inevitable that there are some differences or even disputes 
among us. We would be losing time, energy and focus if we 
involved ourselves in these issues. This principle is accepted in 
the Charters and practice of successful organisations like the 
OIC and ASEAN. NAM’s outlook and its agenda have to be 
global. 

Three, in projecting overview on global issues, our tone has to 
be objective and pragmatic. We should position NAM as a 
major pole in a multi-polar configuration. 

Four, we should use cooperation between ourselves as an 
effective tool to promote our national development. South- 
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South cooperation has to move from the political lectern to the 
economic marketplace. 

«Five, NAM should develop a progressive agenda on the 
fundamental values of democracy, human rights and 
multiculturism. The preservation and consolidation of democracy 
throughout our membership is a major challenge. 

The threat of global terrorism presents our Movement with 
an immediate test of its commitment to its core principles. It is 
imperative that we take a clear and unequivocal stand on this 
scourge. There can be no double standards, no confusion between 
terrorism and freedom struggles, and no implicit condoning of 
terrorism through an investigation to its ‘root causes’. There can 
be no justification for terrorism. No political, ideological, religious 
or ethnic grounds can justify the shedding of the blood of innocent 
people. 

We should finally conclude the negotiations at the UN on the 
Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism. It is a matter 
of the greater shame to all of us that while terrorism continues to 
claim its victims with one brutal act after another, we cannot 
conclude an international agreement because we cannot find a 
universally acceptable definition of terrorism! 

The world’s attention — like that of this Summit - is riveted 
on Iraq. Like every other non-aligned country, India fervently wishes 
for a peaceful resolution. We also support the multilateral route of 
the United Nations to address this issue. 

But objectivity - and not rhetoric - should govern our actions. 
Weapons of mass destruction do need to be eliminated. It is essential 
that Iraq complies fully with the obligations it has accepted, including 
disarmament, and that it cooperates fully in implementing Security 
Council Resolution 1441. Asa fellow member of NAM, this is our 
sincere advice to Iraq. We also expect that if Iraq fully complies, 
the sanctions against that country should be lifted. 

We should also not lose sight of the humanitarian dimension 
of the suffering of the Iraqi people. Apart from the immediate 
consequences of military action there are long-term implications 
for stability and security in an already volatile region. 

NAM is at a historic moment in a new century. We need to 
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introspect, take stock of our achievements as well as our failures 
and take concrete steps to revitalise our Movement. India is ready 
to play its part in this effort. 

I had never intended to mention such matters at this forum, 
but I am constrained to respond to some allegations against India. 

President Musharraf has referred to my country a little while 
ago. His strange logic masks Pakistan’s territorial designs on an 
integral part of India. He justifies terrorism against India by talking 
of root causes. 

Does he go into the root causes of sectarian terrorism in his 
country? Or does he take stern action against the perpetrators of 
that terrorism? He talks of the “oppressed people of Kashmir’. 
These same people very recently cast their ballots in an election 
universally recognised as free and fair. They defied the bullets of 
the terrorists, aided and abetted by Pakistan. 

Those very terrorists assassinated candidates and political 
activists in the elections and killed women and children because 
they refused to provide them food and shelter. These terrorists 
continue to perpetrate violence against innocent civilians every 
day. Yet General Musharraf talks of an international humanitarian 
order! o 
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Realizing Gandhiji’s Vision of 
World Peace 


I am pleased to be here with all of you at this Global 
Convention on Peace are Non-Violence, which is inspired by the 
teachings of Mahatma Gandhi. My heartiest greetings to all the 
participants. A warm welcome to all our esteemed friends from 
abroad. Like many of you, I often wonder: Why is it that the 
passage of time indeed, the passage of over a half century now - 
has not reduced the relevance Mahatma Gandhi for India and for 
the entire world? Why do we feel that Gandhiji place in history is 
in its future, and not in its past? The answer is obvious, Mahatma 
Gandhi embodied the eternal and universal values of mankind. He 
not on preached these values, but also lived them. In the end, like 
many great souls in the past, he also died for them. And in dying 
for them, he immortalised the message his life. 

Gandhiji devoted his life to three main causes. Two of them 
were largely focused on India; India’s independence from colonial 
rule and India’s social transformation - be it in the field of social 
equality, communal harmony, education, dignity of labour and 
Antyodaya or the concern for the last man on the socio-economic 
ladder. What he did in these two areas has an enduring significance 
for us in India. It also has strong appeal for many thinking people 
around the world. 

But the kernel of his life’s message, which makes that 
message eternal and universal, and which made Mohandas Gandhi 
into a Mahatma, is peace and Non-Violence. The immense moral 
force and the unwavering consistency with which he championed 
the imperative of peace and non-violence — both in the immediate 
neighbourhood and in the world at large - brought hope to a 
f Global Convention on Peace and Non-Violence, New 
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mankind battered by wars and conflicts. Along with other champions 
of peace and humanism in the world, he contributed to mankind’s 
regaining of faith in itself. 

Many people, including peace-loving people, are often tempted 
to think that Gandhiji’s ideal of peace is just an illusion, with no 
chance of ever becoming reality. This is because, the world continues 
to be scarred and wounded by violence in many forms. However, 
the mere continuation of violence cannot negate the need for non- 
violence. Rather, it provides an added reason and imparts further 
urgency to our search for peace. 

Echoing the belief ofall humanistic thinkers around the world, 
Gandhiji insisted that violence is not the natural state of human 
existence. Men and societies yearn for without violence. Their 
most mundane needs as well as their deepest aspiration can be 
fulfilled only in conditions of peace. Sometimes, nations may go to 
war, and some groups may fight with each other. But sooner or 
later, they realise the futility of bloodshed and the utility of dialogue. 

Distinguished friends, the point I wish to make is that the 
contest between violence and peace need not be a never-ending 
refrain in the song of humanity’s future. They may sound like an 
audacious statement, more akin to wishful thinking than to mark 
historical experience. But I believe that there are certain objective 
factors modem history that have strengthened the forces of peace 
relative to the forces violence. 

The first among these peace-enhancing objective factors is 
the power of democracy. When more and more people participate 
in the affairs of a nations and in determining what should be done 
and should not be done, the chances of their opting for peaceful 
course are always greater than otherwise. In the latter half on the 
20 century, not only has the power of democracy grown worldwide; 
but several international and multilateral institutions working on 
democratic principles have also been founded. The UN and its 
affiliate organisations are the most important among them. For the 
first time in human history, so many people, their governments and 
other representative organisations across the world are engaged in 
dialogue interaction, cooperation, and conflict-resolution. Even at 
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their non-governmental organisation belonging to different countries 
and communities been interacting with each other so extensively as 
they are doing now. For example, a global convention of this kind 
on peace and non-violence was unthinkable in the past. I think that 
this self assertion of democratic power augurs well for peace in the 
world of tomorrow. 

There is a second factor. In the past fifty years, the international 
community had debated and adopted many treaties for peace and 
disarmament - bilaterally, regionally and in the United Nations. The 
importance of these treaties should not be belittled. No doubt, all 
countries should act upon these treaties with sincerity. In this, great 
powers have a greater responsibility than others to act with 
responsibility and self-restraint. Collectively, we must take the 
world swiftly towards the goal disarmament and, specifically, 
elimination of all weapons of mass destruction in the 21“ century. 

The existence of the United Nations is perhaps the single 
most important reason why the world has been able to prevent 
major wars from breaking out after World War II. However, the 
UN system needs to be reformed and restructured to accurately 
reflect contemporary realities as well as to make it more effective 
in dealing with the challenges to today’s world. Recent global 
developments have sharply illustrated this need. 

The third peace-enhancing objective factor is that both 
technology and trade have made the world much more inter- 
dependent, integrated and smaller than we could have ever imagined. 
Today people and nations know more about one another that they 
ever did in the past. They meet each other in those events of sports, 
cultural entertainment and economic relationship, which did not 
happen so much in this past. They communicate to each other through 
mass media, in ways that were unimaginable in the past. It is said 
that the world has shrunk to a “Global Village”, we can say from 
the Indian experience - and this is perhaps also the experience 
villages worldwide - that the people of a village know how to live 
together in peace and how to resolve conflicts through dialogue, by 
showing sensitivity to each other genuine concerns. 

It is, of course, true that the modem world is seeing new 
threats to peace Terrorism inspired by religious extremism is one of 
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them. Perhaps no country has suffered as much from this threat as 
India has. The threat of terrorism has to be dealt with firmly - both 
through the action of individual nations and through international 
solidarity. However, I am confident that this is a passing phase and 
the world’s collective efforts will succeed in dealing with this menace. 
Among other things, my optimism lies in the fact that all the religions 
and cultures of the world have enshrined peace and non-violence 
as their guiding principles. 

Friends, we in India are inheritors to a great civilisation whose 
life chant has been “Shanti” - that is, Peace - and “Bhaichara” - 
which means, Brotherhood. India has never been an aggressor 
nations, a coloniser or a hegemon in her long history. In modern 
times, we are alive to our responsibility to contribute to peace, 
friendship and cooperation both in our region and around the world. 

India has always believed in having peaceful, friendly and 
cooperative relations with all her neighbours. We are happy that 
the 12th Summit of SAARC nations, which was held in Islamabad 
early this month, was a major step forward in regional cooperation. 

As I said at the summit, we have to change South Asia’s 
image and standing in this world. We must make the bold transition 
from mistrust to trust, from discord to concord, and from tension to 
peace. It is in the same spirit that my Government has been trying 
to resolve all the outstanding issues with Pakistan through dialogue. 

With these words, I inaugurate this convention and wish it 
success. I am sure that the cause of peace around the world will be 
advanced by the good thoughts shared by all the esteemed 
participants. Oo 
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A Vision of Cooperative Endeavour 


It is a great pleasure to return to Asia Society. It is a privilege 
to once again address this distinguished gathering of scholars, 
thinkers, captains of industry and practitioners of foreign policy. 

Two years ago, I had the opportunity to share my thoughts 
with you on future relations between India and the United States of 
America. This March, President Bill Clinton and I outlined the vision 
ofa new relationship between the world’s two largest democracies 
in the 21% century. 

The vision is anchored in something that is fundamental to 
both countries. And, is best captured in the joint declaration we 
signed, A Vision for the 21“ Century: “We are nations forged from 
many traditions and faiths, proving year after year that diversity is 
our strength. From vastly different origins and experiences, we have 
come to the same conclusions: that freedom and democracy are 
the strongest bases for both peace and prosperity, and that they are 
universal aspirations, constrained neither by culture nor levels of 
economic development.” 

As India and the United States work to deepen their ties, 
these common conclusions are greatly strengthened by institutions 
such as Asia Society. 

You provide a forum to examine the antiquities of Asian 
civilisations, study current Asian affairs and analyse possible future 
developments. These interactions have helped us understand how 
the USA perceives Asia, especially India. I hope they have also 
helped members of the Asia Society acquire a deeper understanding 
of India’s aspirations and her desired place in the world. Since I last 
addressed Asia Society members, there have been several political 
and economic developments in India. 

In the fall of 1999, we had a fresh mid-term general election. 
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By givinga clear and decisive mandate for the National Democratic 
Alliance, the people of India have once again reposed their faith in 
our policies and programmes. More importantly, they have 
wholeheartedly reiterated theirunflinching commitmentto democracy. 
Ironically, even as my Government was being sworn in, an elected 
Government in our neighbourhood was being dismantled and 
democracy being snuffed out by that country’s military. The irony 


was even greater because the coup took place in the dying light of 


the 20" century whose passage into history was supposed to herald 
a new era free of militarist triumphs over democratic values. 

These and other developments in India and her neighbourhood 
represent, in a larger sense, India’s success as a democracy in 
South Asia, indeed, in Asia. The political, economic and social 
transformation that is taking place in India today embodies the 
aspirations of a billion people as well as our Government — equality 
of opportunity, power of participation and freedom to succeed. 

We believe that empowering the individual means empowering 
the nation. And, empowerment is best served through rapid economic 
growth coupled with rapid social change. To keep pace with the 
fast changing global economy, we have taken several steps to deepen 
and broaden the process of economic reforms. It is true that only 
by opening our doors can we usher in the wind of change. But, it is 
equally true that we need to be cautious so that all we have and the 
values are protected if the wind were to turn into a storm. And, 
because we are a vibrant democracy, we have to be sensitive that 
the weak and the vulnerable benefit from economic reforms and 
globalisation. 

We will continue to make our markets more conducive to 
enterprise and initiative. We will continue to make our institutions 
stronger and more transparent. We will continue to invest in people, 
who are our greatest resource and strength. In short, the course 
we have charted hinges on the twin goals of economic growth with 
social equity. Impatient investors and eager sellers can often be 
heard saying that India is slow to change. To them, I have this to 
say: We are a diverse democracy and we need to carry the people 
with us. Efforts are being made in this direction and we are confident 
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progress has started gathering speed. Nowhere is this more 
pronounced than in industries that will shape global economic 
relations of the future, industries that are also the prime movers of 
Indo-US relations — information technology, knowledge intensive 
industries, entertainment, communications and services. I would 
also urge those who tend not to notice this change to heed the fact 
that we have averaged a stable and consistent growth of over six 
per cent a year in the last decade. We have laid the foundation for 
significantly higher long-term growth of seven per cent and beyond. 
This is something few economies can claim with certitude. 

It is, ina fundamental sense, our emphasis on stable political 
and dynamic economic environments that has helped us accelerate 
growth. 

Openness and transparency, rule of law and free flow of 
information that characterise democracy are also the institutions on 
which durable and stable market economies are founded. 

And, an increasingly open and dynamic India does not see its 
socio-economic development in isolation. We see our fortunes linked 
to the prosperity and stability of our Asian neighbours, indeed, to 
that of the global community. Friends, India’s historic and civilizational 
role in Asia over millennia is well recognised. A large number of 
countries in Asia trace the roots of their cultural traditions to India. 
India has been, and continues to be, the link between West Asia 
and East Asia. Ina sense, India is central to the Asian identity. 

Much of the harmony and stability that we seek in Asia would 
depend on how India evolves and reflects its growing strength. It 
would depend on not only economic progress, but also how best we 
are able to nurture and strengthen our democratic way of life and 
our plural society. It will also depend on our success in ensuring 
peace and stability around us. In this great endeavour, I am sure we 
will derive strength and encouragement from our growing, 
cooperative relationship with the United States of America. We 
are conscious that for all the promise of cooperative prosperity, 
Asia also faces risks and challenges to its future security 
environment. Asia is still striving to cement its various fault lines, 
reconcile past differences with future inter-dependence, confront 
the challenge to progressive and liberal values from terrorism and 
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religious extremism that belongs to the medieval age and cope with 
social strains caused by unequal development. 

Asia faces future risks from possible aggressive assertion of 
interests and claims. Across the immense space and diversity of 
Asia, the challenges are sometimes similar, but often different. The 
task of securing India’s future in this complex scenario of risks and 
challenges is ultimately ours. We will exercise our judgement, with 
responsibility and restraint, to meet our objective. 

As I see it, Asia’s collective peace and prosperity will be best 
secured only when nations on this continent develop common stakes 
and are no longer divided by narrow interests. And, common stakes 
can be developed only though close ties and friendly relations. 

As the largest country in South Asia and the only one that 
shares borders with all other countries in the region, we are mindful 
of our special responsibility in taking the leadership in fostering 
cooperation. Indeed, India has consistently sought to build good 
neighbourly relations in the South Asian region. This is not only the 
policy of my Government, but is a reflection of our national 
consensus. We seek no undue favours, nor do we accept the right 
of others to seek unilateral advantages. 

In pursuit of this approach, we have displayed a generosity of 
spirit that few countries can match. We have shown this in our 
dealings with all over neighbours. Again, this is as much a reflection 
ofmy Government’s thinking as of our national genius. 

All these have been an integral part of our approach to 
Pakistan, also. From the time of the Shimla Agreement — a generous 
agreement if ever there was one — we have sought to build friendly 
relations. Those of you, who are present when I last addressed the 
Asia society in 1998, will recall my emphasising India’s faith in 
bilateral dialogue and accords in building peaceful relations with 

Pakistan. 

In the spring of last year, I travelled to Lahore in search of a 
new quality of relations in the sub-continent and a new age of 
regional cooperation. That our initiative was not merely a gesture is 
reflected in the Lahore Declaration and the resumption of composite 
dialogue. The rulers of Pakistan responded through Kargil in the 
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suffered a military and diplomatic defeat. But instead of heeding 
international opinion, instead of responding to our offer to normalise 
relations, Pakistan responded by removing the last vestiges of 
democracy and embarking upon a yet more adventurous course of 
stepping up its terrorist campaign. The hijack of the Indian Airlines 
aircraft to Kandahar in the winter of last year, the massacre of 40 
innocent Indians during the visit of President Clinton in March, the 
carnage that left more that 100 men, women and children dead and 
whose purpose was to scuttle the nascent peace talks in Kashmir, 
are part of the painful record of this cross-border terrorist campaign. 

In the face of extreme provocations, we have shown patience 
and restraint. Unfortunately, Pakistan has misread our generosity 
of spirit and our desire for friendly relations as weakness. It has 
consciously opted to pursue the path of hostility by promoting 
terrorism in different parts of India. 

The protagonists of this terror campaign are known to the 
world. The proliferation of practitioners of medieval religious 
extremism in our neighbourhood is only one of the factors that have 
contributed to cross-border terrorism. But they have provided a 
convenient cloak to disguise the aggression on our civil society— 
the cloak of jihad. This is nothing but an attempt by those who 
have adopted cross-border terrorism as an instrument of state policy 
to disown responsibility for their terrible crimes against humanity. 
We reject, and we call upon the international community to reject 
attempts to cloak cross-border terrorism as jihad. 

We are a patient people and have persevered in the search 
for a peaceful settlement with Pakistan in the conviction that war is 
in nobody’s interest. We have displayed patience and restraint in 
order to discharge our higher responsibilities towards the region. 

We are determined to preserve and protect our national 
interests. None should doubt that India has the means and the will 
to protect her territorial integrity, secular unity and communal 
harmony. We will continue to conduct ourselves in accordance with 
the great traditions bequeathed to us by our civilisational history in 
combating the terrorism and instability that in emanating from our 
neighbouring region. 

Nevertheless, India remains committed to a composite 
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dialogue process with her neighbour. But, for any meaningful 
dialogue, that country must demonstrate its commitment to existing 
bilateral agreements and abjure cross-border terrorism. 
Unfortunately, the current leadership of Pakistan has time and again 
publicly repudiated both the Shimla Agreement and the Lahore 
Declaration. 

Terrorism poses as much a threat to all countries that subscribe 
to open society and democracy, as to India..In fact, many a country 
in the West, including the USA, is seized of this problem. 

Huge amounts of narcotics that form the mainstay of terrorist 
funding are today finding their way into the USA and European 
countries. Some terrorist groups have sought sanctuary in the West. 

Let there be no doubt that they will one day threaten the fabric 
of those very societies that have given them shelter today. Indeed, 
the USA is already facing this threat. 

India has been in the forefront of campaigning for early 
adoption of the Comprehensive Convention Against Terrorism. We 
acknowledge with appreciation the USA’s support on this front. 
We look forward to the Convention’s adoption by the United National 
General Assembly. 

When I addressed Asia Society in 1998, I had mentioned how 
India had raised, for five decades, her voice for universal verifiable 
nuclear disarmament. But not only was our voice disregarded, India’s 
sovereign right to keep the nuclear option open was sought to be 
curtailed. 

In the circumstances, we exercised our nuclear option. Our 
decision was as much influenced by national security concerns as 
to assert our objection to nuclear apartheid. 

The multi-polar world of the 21* century necessitates a plural 
security order that accommodates and acknowledges the growing 
strength and confidence of emerging economic and security players. 
We believe that in the emerging multi-polar world, a plural security 
order alone can deal with the challenges of the new era. 

Hence, our resolve to build a multipolar world where we have 
strategic space and autonomy in decision-making, instead of being 
subjected to the hypocrisy and hegemony of those who refuse to 
dismantle their nuclear stockpiles. 
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However, our decision to acquire credible minimum nuclear 
deterrent has not deflected us from our belief that peace between 
nations in this new century is best guaranteed by nuclear 
disarmament, and not nuclear deterrence. But there appears to be 
little inclination on part of nations that have acquired huge stockpiles 
and delivery systems to turn their swords into ploughshares. 

Therefore, till such time weapons of mass destruction are 
dismantled, we will retain a credible minimum deterrent. Our 
experience has taught us that to defend peace, we have to be 
strong. 

Above all, India’s security, stability and prosperity are central 
to security, stability, democracy and prosperity in Asia. The security 
ofa billion people will contribute to the security of Asia. Our strength 
and unity will be vital to the stability of Asia. Our prosperity will 
support prosperity in the region. And, the initiatives we take to uphold 
all that India values and symbolises will not threaten, but strengthen, 
the future of others. 

I also believe that those who share our vision of Asia must 
show in the policies they formulate that they recognise our stakes 
in the region and the full sweep of our security concerns. I cannot 
imagine that any future paradigms or arrangements for security in 
the region can be effective if it does not include India. 

Friends, as a nuclear weapon state, we acknowledge the 
responsibilities that come attached with it. Indeed, India has proved 
to the world, in more ways than one, that it is a responsible state. 

We have maintained our unilateral moratorium on further tests. 
We have scrupulously adhered to export controls, unlike some 
countries in Asia. We continue with our ‘no first use’ policy. 

On CTBT, we have been involved in seeking a national 
consensus. However, pending the evolution ofa national consensus 
on India signing the CTBT, my Government will not prevent the 
Treaty’s entry into force. 

We also believe that all other countries that must ratify CTBT 
under Article XIV of the Treaty, should do so without condition. 
My Government has agreed to participate in negotiations ona FMCT 
at the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva. All this demonstrates 
that India’s genuine concem is to secure her national interests without 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


48 TOWARDS A NEW WORLD 


in any manner affecting peace and stability in the region. If I may 
quote one of your Presidents, we believe that peace lies in strength. 
We believe that economic restrictions serve little purpose other than 
being irritants in bilateral relations. We feel, as do your policy makers, 
that India and the USA are natural allies. Given the potential of 
mutual benefit of close cooperation between India and the USA, it 
is for you to judge how far such restrictions serve our mutual 
interests. 

Before I conclude, I would like to comment on what is perhaps 
the most significant development in India-US relations since I last 
had the opportunity to speak to you. President Clinton’s visit to 
India ‘was truly historic. It is my belief that when the history of 
India-US partnership is written, the six-month period between March 
and September 2000, beginning with President Clinton’s visit to India 
and culminating with my return visit, will be seen as the defining 
moment. Two years ago, I had said that India and the USA are 
natural allies in the quest for a better future for the world in the 219 
century. This March, the two natural allies forged their common 
challenges and opportunities into a vision of cooperative endeavour. 

That partnership is important, above all, for Asia. Our many 
shared values provide the foundation for it. Our many common 
interests in the region demand it from us. 

In the world of the 21* century, in which Asia will be central 
to global stability and prosperity, our relationship will play an 
important role. 
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SAARC—The Challenges Ahead 


SAARC tumed 16 last month. In its formative years, it has 
developed the base for a strong network .of economic, social, 
cultural, scientific and technical collaboration in the region. Our 
Integrated Programme of Action defines a broad-based agenda. 
The Group of Eminent Persons has identified the elements of a 
social agenda which could form the nucleus of a SAARC Social 
Charter. Sri Lanka’s initiative for a SAARC Cultural Centre 
underlines the common cultural heritage of our unique South Asian 
identity. More and more of our professionals like doctors and 
accountants, writers and painters, business leaders and journalists 
are establishing associations with their counterparts across borders. 

What we need today is the dose of maturity which would lead 
SAARC from adolescence to adulthood. It would enable us to put 
aside our mutual rivalries, so that our scarce resources can be 
concentrated on the pressing agenda of eradication of poverty, 
hunger, disease, and illiteracy. It would not let political obsessions 
cloud our collective vision ofa vibrant and prosperous South Asian 
community. 

Some months ago, I wrote to a South Asian colleague, 
reminding him that the common enemy of our two countries 1s 
poverty and inviting him to take with us the high road of cooperation 
and reconciliation of satisfy the shared aspirations of our people. 
From this forum today, I make the same appeal to all the leaders 
of South Asia: let us jointly declare war on the poverty which 
afflicts about half a billion people in our region alone. Let us 
develop regional poverty alleviation programmes, which would 
complement our national schemes and strengthen our commitment 


to implement them. 


Ten years ago, we set up an Independent South Asian 


ee A 
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Commission on Poverty Alleviation witha membership of eminent 
South Asians. The Dhaka Summit endorsed its report and committed 
South Asia to work for total eradication of poverty, preferably by 
2002. Unfortunately, this joint endeavour never took off. 

I believe that we owe it to our people to make another sincere 
attempt. The Poverty Commission still exists; let it be revived and 
reconvened to update and flesh out its 1992 report. Let us this time 
show great commitment to making our cooperative mechanisms 
work. 

India is willing to host the meetings of the reconvened Poverty 
Commission and extend all assistance to enable it to complete its 
work expeditiously. 

Four countries in our region are in the least developed category, 
the other three are developing countries. As the technological 
revolution advances and globalisation shrinks the world, the 
challenges which confront us require innovative responses. We do 
not want our socio-economic disparities of today to be transformed 
into digital divide to tomorrow. We have to take difficult decisions 
to reconcile the pace of our liberalisation with the needs of our 
nascent industries and equitable development. It is important that 
We recognise the primacy of the economic agenda in SAARC. Our 
region is home to one fifth of the humanity. With a market of this 
size, our natural wealth, our human resources, our technical skills 
and our intellectual strengths, an integrated South Asia can be an 
economic power house by using its synergies creatively in building 
up on the mutual complementaries of its constituent economics. 

We have to increase our intra-regional trade which is limited 
by a variety of national barriers. In an intensely competitive world 
regional economic grouping create obvious economies of scale. At 
times of wider recession regional trade can cushion their adverse 
impact. The progression from SAPTA to a free trade area and 
then to South Asian Economic Union has a self evident economic 
logic. Government industry partnership also promote regional trade 
and I congratulate the SAARC Chamber of Commerce on this 
initiative. We have extraordinary cases of trade between two 
adjoining countries of our region being channelled through a distant 
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problem cannot afford the luxury of this extra burden on their 
national exchequer or the consumers pockets. While promoting 
intra-regional trade we also need to address the special needs and 
circumstances of least developed countries. India can consider 
further concessional duty regimes for products form these countries. 
We have already accorded this benefit to Nepal and Bhutan. I 
recommend consultations among our Ministers to identify specific 
proposals to invigorate the South Asian growth quadrangle. I am 
also proposing that the Commerce Secretaries meet at the very 
earliest to address such trade facilitation issues. 

India has been a victim of international terrorism for two 
decades now. Other countries in our region have also been similarly 
affected. Terrorism uses different religions, territorial, economic 
and ethnic justifications in different countries. But the end product 
of mindless violence, civilian casualties, economic disruption and 
social tensions is the same everywhere. 

We now have an international coalition against terrorism 
which accepts that terrorism has to be countered in a global and 
comprehensive manner. The international community has agreed 
that no country would allow its soil to be used actively or passively 
to finance shelter, arm or train terrorist groups. The recent 
experience of Afghanistan also showed graphically that tolerance 
acquiescence or sponsorship of terrorism create a monster out of 
the control of its own creator. 

It was in this city Kathmandu 14 years ago that the SAARC 
countries adopted a convention on the suppression of terrorism. As 
an international measure, that document was somewhat ahead of 
its times. Unfortunately, consequent action was not taken by some 
countries. We in South Asia have to recognise that our cooperative 
future will be significantly influenced by the way in which we can 
tackle terrorism together. Updating and strengthening the SAARC 
convention would provide a contemporary framework for 
cooperation in this area. It would also be a powerful confidence 
building measure which would create positive ripples in virtually 
every area of our interaction within SAARC. 

The SAARC summit has convened today after nearly three 
and a half years. There is an ray of optimism today that we can 
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perhaps arrest the state of drift in our regional cooperation over 
these last years. Some mindsets may have to be altered and some 
historical baggage jettisoned. 

I am glad that President Musharraf extended a hand of 
friendship to me I have shaken his hand in yours presence. Now 
President Musharraf must follow his gesture by not permitting any 
activity in Pakistan or any territory in its control today which 
enables terrorist to perpetuate mindless violence in India. I say this 
because of our past experience. I went to Lahore with a hand of 
friendship. We were rewarded by aggression in Kargil and the 
hijacking of the Indian Airlines aircraft from Kathmandu. I invited 
President Musharraf to Agra. We were rewarded with the terrorist 
attack on the Jammu and Kashmir assembly and last month on the 
Parliament of India. But we would be betraying the expectations 
of our peoples if we did not chart out the course towards satisfying 
the unfulfilled promises of our common South Asian destiny. T 
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Taking the SAARC Initiative Forward 


At the last Summit in Kathmandu, I had said that, at sixteen 
years of age, SAARC needed a dose of economic and social 
realism to move from adolescence to adulthood. Our organisation 
is now 18 years old. I think we can look back with considerable 
satisfaction over what we have achieved since the last Summit. 
We have finalized a Social Charter. We have moved forward on 
Preferential Trading arrangements and have concluded a framework 
agreement for SAFTA. 

We have agreed on an additional protocol, which significantly 
updates our 1987 Convention against Terrorism. Our Independent 
Commission on Poverty Alleviation has done sterling work in 
putting together a set of substantive recommendations for a regional 
approach to poverty alleviation. 

Much more remains to be done. In its 18 years of existence, 
SAARC has created high expectations amongst the people of the 
region. We should be candid in accepting that these expectations 
have not fulfilled in the measure of the potential. The benefits of 
SARRC have not yet touched the lives of ordinary people. 

A Group of Eminent Person, which we set up after the Male 
Summit, had reviewed the strengths and weaknesses of SAARC 
and made certain recommendations for its improvement. We are 
still debating how to make progress on many of these 
recommendations. We need to move from the realm of ideas to 
plans of action. Our statements of good intentions have to be 
translated into programmes for implementation. 

The work of our Independent Commission of Poverty 
Alleviation illustrates this point. The Commission has noted that in 
spite of the endemic and widespread poverty in all our countries, 
South Asia has a rich tapestry of best practices, cutting across 
TEDi. A a 
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sectors and regions. Many of these practices have attracted global 
renown. 

Yet we have done almost nothing to document them 
systematically, to disseminate the lessons from them and to expand 
their application to regional poverty alleviation programmes. 

I would urge all our fellow South Asian countries that we 
should now act with purpose and focus to implement the 
Commission’s recommendations. 

Let us set up a dedicated Task Force-with representatives 
from each of our countries-to carry forward this implementation 
work. This Task Force can be set up either under the umbrella of 
the SAARC Secretariat, or independently. In the latter event, India 
is willing to host the task force. In either case, we are willing to 
fund the establishment and logistical costs of establishing and 
running such a task force. 

I would propose, in addition, a Poverty Alleviation Fund, 
which can be professionally managed and can fund specific poverty 
alleviation programmes and projects in our countries. Once we 
have agreed on the modalities of creation of such a fund, and on 
its charter, India would be willing to make an initial contribution of 
US $ 100 million to this Fund, on the understanding that this money 
would be used entirely on projects within SAARC, but outside 
India. 

The Poverty Allevitation Commission has proposed that before 
2010 South Asia could reduce poverty by half, and also reduce by 
half number of people without safe drinking water and sanitation. 

The UN Millennium Development Goals aim to achieve these 
targets by 2015. With our rich natural resources, our technical 
manpower base, and our recent economic resurgence, South Asia 
can - and should - achieve these targets faster. 

Let us now resolve that we will try to achieve all the Millennium 
Development Goals by 2010. 

Again, India is willing to support the establishment of a 
SAARC Group, which could draw up strategies to ensure this, and 
would specially support those countries which are falling behind 
this schedule. 


Any joint endeavour needs mutual trust and confidence. For 
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many decades, South Asian countries - which have a complex and 
troubled colonial legacy- have been unable to forge an integrated 
economic understanding, circumventing political differences. 

Mutual suspicions and petty rivalries have continued to haunt 
us. As a result, the peace dividend has by passed our region. 

History can remind us, guide us, teach us or warn us; it should 
not shackle us. We have to look forward now, with a collective 
approach in mind. 

Not very long ago, I have visited the Andaman Island, where 
during our colonial days, political prisoners were kept in confinement. 
On the inscriptions in the Cellular Jail there, I found many names 
of brave martyrs and freedom fighters from what are today three 
South Asian countries. 

Out forefathers fought side by side, transcending religious, 
regional and linguistic differences against a common colonial 
oppressor in our first war of Independence in 1857. It reminds us 
that many of us have a shared history, which pre-dates our more 
recent divisions. 

In two years’ time, we will enter the 150th Anniversary of 
that stirring uprising. Perhaps India, Pakistan and Bangladesh can 
together celebrate that anniversary, in remembrance of our joint 
struggle against a common adversary. 

We have to learn appropriate lessons from the experience of 
other countries. After centuries of fratricidal conflicts and wars, 
Europe is now uniting to emerge as the world’s most powerful 
economic grouping. Closer home, the ASEAN countries have 
found it possible not to allow their political problems to come in the 
way of economic cooperation. 

Examples of ever deepening regional cooperation can be 
seen in Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean region where also 
countries have a long history of bitter hostility towards each other. 
All these examples remind us the rational economics should triumph 
over political prejudice in South Asia. 

We should undoubtedly encourage free movement of people 
across the SAARC region. At the same time, we need sufficiently 
strong controls so that illegal migration is prevented. 

We have to create more opportunities for free commercial 
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interaction between us. This also requires jointly tackling smuggling, 
drug trafficking, money laundering and gun running, all of which 
today flourish across our borders because of our mutual rivalries 
and inadequate coordination. 

The development of greater economic stakes in each other 
would naturally result in greater sensitivity to the concerns of each 
other. This would pave the way for the more ambitious-but entirely 
achievable-goals such as a Free Trade Area, an Economic Union, 
open borders and a common currency for our region. 

In this context, I would like to draw attention to the courageous 
action taken by His Majesty the King of Bhutan and his government 
against insurgent groups, which were trying to use Bhutanese 
territory to launch terrorist activities in India. It is an outstanding 
example of sensitivity to the security concerns of a neighbour, 
which is at the same time in the direct long-term security interest 
of Bhutan itself. 

World-class connectivity is key to faster development. The 
establishment of a modem Multi-modal Transport Infrastructure of 
road, rail, air, waterways and sea-links should be one of our priority 
objectives. 

Again, a SAARC Task Force can be formed, with 
representatives from all our countries, which could commission or 
prepare techno-economic feasibility studies of major transportation 
links. India would be willing to fully support this venture; we would 
also be ready to make a substantial contribution to actually creating 
the viable infrastructure links recommended by the Task Force. 

Development in increasingly dependent on free information 
flows. An information society is emerging all over the world. A 
digital divide between and within SAARC countries could retard 
development and raise social tensions. 

SAARC countries have to transform their societies into 
“knowledge economies”. India is prepared to share its recent 
experiences with other SAARC countries in this regard. We are 
willing to contribute to the widest possible cooperation in the use 
of IT, bio-technology and other S&T inputs for achieving our 
priority goals in socio-economic development. 
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priority. Our common rivers are a valuable resource for energy, 
irrigation and transportation. We have vast untapped hydro-carbon 
resources. A rational exploitation of these shared resources, with 
equal benefit to all stakeholders, can take us a long way towards 
real integration of South Asian economies. 

When I landed in Islamabad yesterday, a hoarding near the 
airport caught my attention. It said, “Together we stand a better 
chance in the world”. This is not a mere slogan. It aptly expresses 
a profound truth, which South Asia is still to grasp fully. 

We have to change South Asia’s image and standing in the 
world. We must make the bold transition form mistrust to trust, 
from discord to concord, and from tension to peace. 

The bonds of religion, language, ethnicity and culture which 
hold us together as a South Asian family are far more enduring 
than the relatively recent barriers of political prejudice that we 
have erected. We should renew these bonds to jointly overcome 
poverty, disease and hunger. 

Our region is blessed with rich and varied human resources, 
a young population, vast markets for intra-regional trade, large 
energy resources and a rich biodiversity. 

In other words, we have the potential, talent and resources to 
make South Asia an economic powerhouse of the world. We only 
need the necessary political will to make this happen. This is the 
agenda which we leaders of SAARC should strive to advance in 
the coming years. o 
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SAARC—Towards Regional 
Cooperation in Information 
and Media 


Meetings of SAARC forums are welcome opportunities for 
exchange of views and perspectives among various strata of our 
societies, contributing to greater mutual awareness and better 
understanding. A Conference of Information Ministers is particularly 
valuable, since they frame our national policies on dissemination of 
news, views and perceptions through our mass media. 

I have recently retuned from an India-ASEAN Summit 
meeting in Bali, where we took many momentous decisions about 
closer integration between India and ASEAN. We concluded a 
framework agreement on comperhensive economic cooperation— 
including free trade—barely a year after commencement of 
negotiations. We advanced towards an open skies policy for 
passenger traffic and for cargo services. We also discussed some 
significant sub-regional cooperation initiatives for BIMSTEC and 
the Mekong Ganga Initiative. Later this month, we will host an 
India-European Union Summit in Delhi, where similarly many new 
proposals for economic cooperation are on the anvil. In Moscow 
this week, I will also be discussing the multi-modal North-South 
transport corridor linking India, Iran and Central Asia and Russia. 

Lam mentioning all this, because such experiences in regional 
and sub-regional cooperation hold a lesson for SAARC. 

Since its inception in 1985, SAARC has been struggling to 
emerge from the concept to the practical reality of close regional 
cooperation. The concept is to hamess our abundant natural 
resources, our talented human energies and our industrial synergies 
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to accelerate growth and development in our countries. We are yet 
to achieve this. 


Post Cold War alignments and the technology revolution, 
have set in motion trends which we can ignore only at our peril. 
ASEAN is, of course, an old example of the triumph of economic 
organisation over political differences. We can also see how post 
Cold War Europe has forgotten its former political divisions and 
accepted differential economic development, while expanding the 
European Union. Innovative regional and sub-regional arrangements 
are being launched in Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean 
region-including countries, which have a history of bitter hostility 
towards each other. 


This is a dominant trend in today’s globalising world. It is time 
that we recognise what is means for all us in South Asia. If 
SAARC cannot organise itself, it will simply miss the boat. Other 
alignments will develop, to seize the economic opportunities offered 
by closer integration. We cannot forever be challenging logic and 
mocking economics. 

I would like to take this opportunity to re-affirm that India is 
fully committed to the effort to build on our commonalities and 
shared aspirations for equitable development. I often hear the 
argument that our unequal physical sizes and economic strengths 
inhibit equal cooperation. I believe these very factors can be turned 
to mutual economic advantage by creating inter-linkages, which 
can enhance confidence and trust. The collective size of our 
markets creates economies of scale with obvious impact on costs 
of production and competitiveness. 

We invite all our SAARC neighbour to participate in India’s 
economy, rather than be apprehensive about it. We have repeatedly 
expressed our willingness to enter into preferential trading 
arrangement and free trade arrangement within the SAARC 
framework. We are equally willing to do so with SAARC countries 
individually. With Nepal and Bhutan, we have had such special 
trading arrangements for decades. With Sri Lanka, we have gone 
a considerable distance down that road. We are making a beginning 
with Bangladesh also. As I said at the Kathmandu SAARC 
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Summit, we are also willing to have special and differential treatment 
for the least developed SAARC countries. 

All this has immediate relevance to Information Ministers, 
since the media today plays a crucial role in moulding opinions and 
shaping public attitudes. Technology changes have today led to an 
explosive expansion in media platforms—including newspapers and 
magazines, TV Channels and radio stations, and the Internet. The 
mass media can no longer remain he monopoly of governments. 
Private initiative has permeated every sphere of media activity. 
There is a surge in the flow of information, education, entertainment 
an culture among the peoples of the world. At the same time, it has 
become economically viable to develop platforms for dissemination 
of programmes of special interest to specific communities. 

This revolution in communications presents great opportunities 
to SAARC countries. We need to use the technologies, rather than 
try to suppress them. We should try to ensure that our populations 
have free access to all the media platforms in our region, so that 
they remain completely up-to-date, not only about major political 
events, but also economic, cultural and sociological trends in all our 
countries. In this way, the media can be a powerful force for 
information rather than propaganda, for education rather than 
prejudice, for awareness rather than misinformation. We can carry 
regular SAARC news programmes on national TV and radio 
channels. We should properly publicise and project SAARC activities 
within and outside the region. Information on developmental 
programmes and cultural events in individual SAARC countries 
should be aired in all the other countries of the region. This free 
flow of information, news, views and perspectives can do more for 
regional cooperation than any political exhortation. Since we are 
committed to SAARC, let us try this method. 

For this Information Ministers’ Conference, you have a rich 
agenda. It includes the evolution ofa SAARC-recognised Regional 
Media Forum, annual conference of editors from SAARC countries, 
training facilities for media persons and a SAARC Media 

Development Fund. I hope you will also consider constructively 
India’s suggested guidelines on Trans-national Satellite Broadcasting 
in our region. I hope you will approach this agenda with the 
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objective of genuinely strengthening all-round regional cooperation 
in information and media. To show India’s commitment to this 
process, we would be willing to offer — under our technical and 
economic assistance programme-12 seats to SAARC countries in 
training institutions for various media disciplines. 

I will conclude by extending my best wishes for your 
discussions at this Conference. Your deliberations should open new 
windows of cooperation. There is an overwhelming desire for 
friendship and cooperation at the level of the people of our region. 
We, as politicians, should respond to this demand. oO 
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Striving for Peace in South Asia 


The Peace Dividend for South Asia is the creation of new 
hope and opportunity for its billion and a half people. We need no 
stronger justification for peace than this simple statement. The 
investment inputs required to reap this dividend are pragmatic 
policies, rational economics and popular participation. 

There can be no argument about our inherent advantages, 
common interests and complementary strengths, which present 
a tremendous opportunity for our region to realise its full potential: 
* First and foremost, our rich and varied human resources. Our 

citizens have created waves around the world with their 
technical, financial and managerial expertise. Their energies 
and talents can find greater application in regional cooperative 
enterprises. 

e Second, our populations are younger than the world average, 
and will therefore constitute an increasing proportion of the 
global workforce in the future. 

e Third, our technological advances have put us at the vanguard 
of today’s Knowledge Economy, enabling us to accelerate our 
development process. 

e Fourth, the size and increasing purchasing power of our 
collective market create economies of scale for cost-effective 
production. 

* Fifth, efficient exploitation of our synergies can vastly enhance 
intra-regional trade, even as we work towards a rule-based 
international trading regime. 

e Sixth, the region has massive untapped capacities for 
hydropower and unexploited hydrocarbons, which can more 
than meet its huge energy deficit. 
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e Seventh, the rich diversity of our bio-resources—in the 
Himalayan region and elsewhere-are yet to be exploited for 
our common benefit. 

+ Eighth, our combined political weight and economic strength 
can give us considerable leverage in pursuing our shared 
objective for a cooperative multi-polar world order. 

The peace dividend lies in converting this exciting potential 
into vibrant reality. Our region is heir toa centuries old tradition of 
tolerance, pluralism and creative interaction. We need to recapture 
this ethos in the modern context. 

In the post-Cold War world of globalisation, countries around 
the world are increasingly focusing on regional economics. Political 
disputes have been resolved diplomatically or quietly deferred for 
tackling at a more opportune time. Conflict has given way to 
cooperation; dialogue moderates differences. There is a clear 
recognition that hostility only stunts economics, inhibits trade and 
retards progress. 

This realisation has dawned not only in the developed world, 
but also in developing regions that have experienced bitter 
differences and violent conflicts in the past. It encompasses 
Mercosur and the Andean Pact, COMESA and SADC, NAFTA 
and APEC. Nearer home, we have the outstanding example of 
ASEAN. South Asia needs the wisdom to heed these lessons. 

By most estimates trade within regions accounts for nearly 
three-fourths of global trade. Yet inspite of our geographical 
proximity, shared economic characteristics and similar development 
infrastructure intra-South Asia trade is under 5% of our total 
foreign trade. 

We must discard the myth that, because of the asymmetries 
in our economies, the smaller countries do not benefit from closer 
economic integration within South Asia. Our free trade agreements 
with Nepal and Sri Lanka have resulted in narrowing the trade 
deficit of both these countries with India. In fact the success of the 
India-Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement has inspired us to expand 
its scope to cover services and investment in a comprehensive 
economic partnership agreement. 

Energy is one area with the greatest promise of mutually 
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enriching partnerships. Nepal and Bhutan today have an estimated 
potential of 100,000 MW of environmentally clean hydropower. 
Bangladesh has similarly promising reserves of natural gas. They 
need to sell these energy sources. India is the only viable buyer and 
its energy demands are expanding exponentially. There is obvious 
scope for win-win arrangements. The hydroelectric projects in 
Bhutan illustrate this dramatically. Bhutan’s per capita income of 
$ 600 today is expected to double by the end of 2005, when the 
1020 Megawatt Tala power plant is completed. 

The optimum management of our regional water resources 
for irrigation, navigation and flood control can have a multiplier 
effect on infrastructure, development and growth in our entire 
region. This requires not only financial investments, but also maturity 
of policy. We should recognise that an enduring partnership can 
only be built on the basis of each country wisely exercising the 
rights ofa lower riparian, and responsibly fulfilling the obligations 
of an upper riparian. 

Our region sits astride the land routes and sea lanes that 
connect the world’s big energy sources of the Middle East to the 
expanding energy markets of East and Southeast Asia. With our 
extended neighbourhood of Iran and Afghanistan, our land mass 
also links the new energy sources of Central Asia with the warm 
water ports of the Indian Ocean in the South. It does not require 
much imagination to envisage how close regional cooperation can 
cash in on the strategic importance of our location. 

Our most important common war today is against poverty, 
disease, hunger and underdevelopment. We can share experiences 
and promote intra-regional linkages for economic and social 
development. A small, but significant, beginning has been made by 
our SAARC Experts Group on Poverty Alleviation. The Group, 
drawn from all SAARC countries, has extensively documented 
best practices in poverty alleviation programmes across the region. 
It has made detailed recommendations for regional dissemination 
of information on these practices and for regional capacity building. 
We have to show dedication in implementation of these 
recommendations and multiply such examples of regional experience 
sharing. 
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As we develop greater economic stakes in each other, we 
can put aside mistrust and dispel unwarranted suspicions. We will 
also develop mutual sensitivity to each others’ concerns and promote 
more of our common interests. If we provide legitimate avenues of 
free commercial interaction, we can eradicate the black market 
and underground trade. We could jointly tackle smuggling, drug 
trafficking, money laundering and other trans-national crimes, which 
today flourish in our region because of our mutual rivalries and 
inadequate coordination. Once we reach that stage, we would not 
be far from mutual security cooperation, open borders and even a 
single currency. 

If this seems unrealistic and utopian, perhaps we are being 
unnecessarily cynical. Let us remember that the world did not 
anticipate the sudden end to the Cold War or the collapse of the 
Berlin Wall. No one thought Apartheid South Africa could be 
transformed bloodlessly into Mandela’s Rainbow Country. Not 
many political analysts would have predicted that the hostile suspicion 
between Russia and China could be converted in such a short time 
into a strategic partnership. 

Each one of these developments flowed from objective factors 
in the global environment, but actually occurred because of some 
enlightened and responsible decisions by people at the helm of 
affairs. 

I would suggest that the demands of globalisation and the 
aspirations of our people provide the objective bases for our 
energetic pursuit of a harmoniously integrated South Asia. Our 
people, businesses and organisations are waiting to interact more 
closely with each other. This includes producers and consumers, 
investors and markets, doctors and patients, artists and audiences, 
students and universities. They are all part of the supply and 
demand dynamics ofa vast sub-continent. They see the unexploited 
potential in their own neighbourhood. They have waited for over an 
half century for its fulfillment and are now impatient to move 
ahead. 

We can sense this impatience in the outpouring of popular 
sentiment after our initiatives. The increased travel between India 
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intense desire for amity and goodwill. We have to respond to this 
desire by seeking every possible way to banish hostility and promote 
peace. 

If we in South Asia look back objectively at the experiences 
of our freedom struggles and of our nation-building, the one stark 
lesson that stands out is the imperative of forging a unity based on 
our commonalities. Whenever we have dissipated our energies in 
internal squabbling, external forces have come in to sort out our 
differences and stayed on to exploit our resources. We should 
never create the possibility of revolving these historical experiences 
in new forms and on different fronts. 

All these are aspects which your conference could discuss as 
it exchanges ideas on the economic, strategic and geopolitical 
future of India and South Asia, ahead of the forthcoming SAARC 
Summit. Our search for pragmatism, maturity and wisdom will 
have to involve both governments and civil society. It will also 
require a wide-spread understanding that in today’s context, 
collective regional interest is an expression of enlightened self- 
interest. O 
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Terrorism—A Global Challenge 


This session of the General Assembly is being held in the 
shadow of the barbaric terrorist acts of September 11, which 
dramatically reminded us that neither distance nor power insulates 
a State from terrorism. They represented an arrogant rejection of 
the values of freedom and tolerance, which democratic and plural- 
istic societies cherish. 

Even while uniting the nations of the world in their grief, this 
terrible tragedy has created the opportunity to fashion a determined 
global response to terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, 
wherever it exists and under whatever name. 

We in India know from our own bitter experience that terror- 
ists develop global networks driven by religious extremism. Their 
operations are supported by drug trafficking, money laundering and 
arms smuggling. Some States follow a policy of sponsoring and 
sheltering them. They can only be countered through closely 
coordinated efforts of the international community. 

The UN Security Council resolutions 1368 and 1373 are steps 
in the right direction, but it requires firm political will of the 
freedom-loving world to implement them rigorously. The two cru- 
cial elements in this would be strict curbs on sources of financing 
for terrorists and denying them safe havens for training, arming and 
operation. 

We must firmly rebuff any ideological, political or religious 
justification for terrorism. We should reject self-serving arguments 
seeking to classify terrorism according to its root causes, and 
therefore justifying terrorist action somewhere while condemning 
it elsewhere. Those that advance these arguments should explain 
what the root causes of the brutal acts of September 11 were. 


Excerpts from address to the 56th Session of the UN General Assembly, New York, 10 
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India supports the current campaign against the terrorist 
networks in Afghanistan. We hope that it reaches an early and 
successful conclusion. That country’s current travails can only end 
with the establishment ofa broad-based, representative and neutral 
government, which would stop the export of terrorism and extrem- 
ism. The international community should work towards this even 
while the military campaign continues, so that we avoid a political 
vacuum at the end of the campaign. 

We must recognise that current structures to facilitate a post- 
Taliban political settlement are unrepresentative and therefore 
ineffective. Located as it is in Afghanistan’s neighborhood, India’s 
vital national interests are affected by developments in it. We also 
have traditionally close links with Afghanistan. This is the basis for 
our belief that India can play a useful role in this process. 

The task of reconstruction in post-conflict Afghanistan also 
merits the urgent attention of the international community. It would 
require massive external assistance to create an economic situa- 
tion conducive to the speedy return and rehabilitation of the millions 
of Afghans who have taken refuge in other countries of this region. 
Again India stands ready to join international efforts for this. 

We have already announced relief assistance of a million 
tonnes of wheat, medicines and medical assistance for needy 
Afghans within and outside the country. We have also pledged 100 
million dollars to post-conflict Afghanistan for reconstruction. We 
are prepared to do more. 

Nearly six thousand lives were lost on September 11. But the 
global economic downtum in its aftermath will take a far larger 
human toll, mainly in the developing world. The World Bank has 
estimated that tens of thousands more children will die worldwide 
and some ten million more people are likely to go below the poverty 
line of 1 dollar a day. 

It is pertinent to reflect on these chilling statistics even as the 
Ministerial Conference gets under way in Doha to consider WTO 
issues. 

Before we embark on any new initiatives for globalisation 
and sustainable development, we should recognise that political 
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support for them would be determined primarily by the impact of 
these regimes on poverty. 

For most developing countries, the Uruguay Round has done 
little for economic growth, while poverty levels and income gaps 
have worsened. Globalisation has constrained developing countries 
in mobilising public resources for poverty alleviation. 

This is why public support for the globalisation regime has 
vanished in developing countries. This is also why we have argued 
strongly that implementation issues should first be resolved before 
we try to widen the WTO agenda further. Our public ts unwilling 
to accept another post-dated cheque, when an earlier one has 
bounced. 

Similarly, the movement towards sustainable development 
has proved a disappointment. Developing countries are unable to 
realise fair payments for their sovereign biodiversity resources, and 
traditional knowledge. 

The treaties on climate change and biodiversity have also 
failed to activate the anticipated investment and technology trans- 
fers to developing countries. 

Industrialised countries have not shown the political will to 
enhance their overseas development budgets. Multilateral develop- 
ment agencies are also constrained in their resources, of which, in 
any case, very little is available on concessional terms. 

The inevitable conclusion is that for current regimes of 
globalisation and sustainable development to be strengthened - or 
even to survive - they must re-engineered to generate large-scale 
finances for poverty alleviation. The passion for globalisation has 
to be tempered by compassion for its victims. 

Sadly, this thought has not penetrated into the thinking of the 
developed economies. Their actions also do not reflect the realisation 
that there cannot be a sustainable revival of their own sluggish 
economies unless the globalisation and sustainable development 
priorities are re-oriented and anchored in the developmental needs 
of two-thirds of the global population. 

A year ago, I had suggested, in my speech to the US 
Congress, a Comprehensive Global Dialogue on Development. 
The aim of such a dialogue would be to address the highly unstable 
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situation in which one-third of the world’s population lives in luxury 

and condemns the remaining two-thirds to poverty and want. It is 

a fertile breeding ground for political unrest, economic chaos, and 

social fractures. 

India would be happy to coordinate this dialogue, with the 
immediate objective of mobilising resources for poverty alleviation 
programmes in developing countries. A preliminary agenda for the 
dialogue could include: 

* The accelerated liquidation of external debts of low income 
and highly indebted countries; 

* Poverty alleviation programmes specifically aimed at develop- 
ing countries facing financial crises; 

* Stabilisation of international prices of primary commodity ex- 
ports; And, most importantly, 

* Welfare and development programmes for all the world’s 
needy children, for their nutrition, health, education, and pro- 
tection from degrading and hazardous employment. 

The struggle for equitable development and the war against 
poverty are as important as our campaign against terrorism and our 
collective search for security. Ata time when an external stimulus 
has motivated us to unite against terrorism and for security, let us 
summon an equally strong inner resolve for development and 
poverty alleviation. They are just as crucial for a global order at 
peace with itself. 

This fundamental and seamless linkage between peace, se- 
curity and development can be recalled in the sage words of the 
great Indian poet Rabindranath Tagore: 

“From now onward, any nation that takes an isolated view of 
its own interests will run contrary to the spirit of the New Age, and 
will know no peace. From now onwards, the anxiety that each 
country has for its own safety must embrace the welfare of the 
whole world.” Oo 
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Carrying Forward the War Against 
International Terrorism 


As we gather here, in the wake of many momentous events 
over the past year, it is inevitable that we ponder on some 
fundamental questions about the role and the relevance of the 
United Nations. 

The United Nations was charged by its Charter ‘to save 
succeeding generations from the scourge of war’. The Charter 
also speaks of our collective determination ‘to unite our strength to 
maintain international peace and security’. There was an implicit 
conviction that the UN would be stronger than the sum of its 
constituent member-states. Its unique legitimacy flows from a 
universal perception that it pursues a larger purpose than the 
interests of one country or a small group of countries. 

This vision of an enlightened multilateralism has not 
materialised. There have been difficulties and deficiencies in 
ensuring a world free from strife, a world without war. The United 
Nations has not always been successful in preventing conflicts or 
in resolving them. 

During the past year, the United Nations encountered further 
new challenges. We saw the extraordinary inability of the five 
permanent members of the Security Council to agree on action in 
respect of Iraq, in spite of complete agreement of basic objectives. 
Most recently, the brutal terrorist attack on the UN Office in 
Baghdad struck a body blow at the UN’s humanitarian efforts 
there. 

Looking back at events over recent years, we can analyse 
the successes and failures of the UN in this or that crisis. But it 
would be more purposeful to reflect on our own commitment to 
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multilateralism, the extent of its applicability in the real world of 
today, and the manner in which it can be exercised through the UN. 
The reality is that international institutions like the UN can only be 
as effective as its members allow it to be. 
Our reflections on the UN should focus on three key aspects: 
* First, we need to introspect on some of the assumptions that 
have been made over the years on the will and reach of the 
United Nations. In the euphoria after the Cold War, there was 
a misplaced notion that the UN could solve every problem 
anywhere. Its enthusiasm and proactive stance on many issues 
reflected laudable intentions. But we soon realised that the UN 
does not possess magical powers to solve every crisis in all 
parts of the globe, or to change overnight the motivation of 
leaders and communities around the world. We need to clearly 
recognise, with a sense of realism, the limits to what the UN 
can achieve, and the changes of form and function required for 
it to play an optimal role in today’s world. 
* Second, the Iraq issue has inevitably generated a debate on the 
functioning and the efficacy of the Security Council and of the 
UN itself. Over the decades, the UN membership has grown 
enormously. The scope of its activities has expanded greatly, 
with new specialised agencies and new programmes. But in 
the political and security dimensions of its activities, the United 
Nations has not kept pace with the changes in the world. For 
the Security Council to represent genuine multilateralism in its 
decisions and actions, its membership must reflect current 
world realities. Most UN members today recognise the need 
for an enlarged and restructured Security Council, with more 
developing countries as permanent and non-permanent 
members. The permanent members guard their exclusivity. 
Some states with weak claims want to ensure that others do 
not enter the Council as permanent members. The combination 
of complacency and negativism has to be countered with a 
strong political will. The recent crises warn us that until the UN 
Security Council is informed and restructured, its decisions 
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+ Third, even after such reform, the Security Council would have 
to evolve suitable decision-making mechanisms, which ensure 
better representation of the collective will of the international 
community. How can multilateralism be genuinely implemented? 
A single veto is an anachronism in today’s world. On the other 
hand, the requirement of unanimity can sabotage imperative 
actions. A simple majority vote may not be sufficiently 
representative the major issues of gravity. Should we aim for 
the highest common factor, or should we settle for the lowest 
common denominator? National experiences in democratic 
countries provide usable models of mechanisms, which could 
specify the extent to support required, depending on the impact 
of action to be taken. 

The Secretary General has rightly emphasised the urgency 
for reform of the institutions and processes of the United Nations. 
We encourage his efforts in this direction. We should seek to 
implement these reforms within a specified time frame. 

The Iraq issue continues to present a major challenge to the 
United Nations. At this point in time, it ıs not very productive to 
linger on the past. Our thoughts and concerns should be about the 
suffering of the people of Iraq. It is imperative that the people of 
Iraq should be empowered to determine their own future, to rebuild 
their nation. 

The immediate priorities are ensuring security and stability, 
restoration of basic facilities and infrastructure, and a roadmap of 
political processes for a representative Iraqi government. It is clear 
that the UN has a crucial role to play in this process of political and 
economic reconstruction of that country. This has been 
acknowledged both by those who had opposed military action and 
by those who did not seek specific UN endorsement for it. 

One issue on which the UN showed remarkable unanimity 
after 9/11 was global terrorism. Security Council Resolutions 1373 
and 1456 were unequivocal in condemning all forms of terrorism 
and in calling for united action against support, shelter, sponsorship, 
arming, training and financing for terrorism or terrorists. 

Unfortunately, the solidarity in words has not translated into 
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peace: from Mombasa to Moscow; from Baghdad to Bali. India 
has had more than its share in various parts of the country. The 
global coalition against terrorism has registered successes in 
Afghanistan, but has not been able to extend this elsewhere. Some 
of its members are themselves part of the problem. We are 
sometimes led into semantics about the definition of terrorism. The 
search for “root causes” or imaginary “freedom struggles” provides 
alibis for the killing of innocent men, women and children. 

There is a lot that the UN can do to carry forward the war 
against international terrorism. Its Counter Terrorism Committee 
should develop measures to ensure compliance by member-states 
of their obligations under UNSCR 1373 and 1456. We should have 
credible multilateral instruments to identify states that contravene 
these Resolutions. Multilateral mechanisms must be created to 
detect and choke off international financial flows to terrorists and 
terrorist organisations. 


A much better international system of information exchange 
and intelligence sharing needs to be devised to prevent terrorists 
from evading capture, simply by crossing national borders. No 
state should be allowed to profess partnership with the global 
coalition against terror, while continuing to aid, abet and sponsor 
terrorism. To condone such double standards is to contribute to 
multiplying terrorism. 

Yesterday, the President of Pakistan chose this august 
assembly to make a public admission for the first time that Pakistan 
is sponsoring terrorism in Jammu & Kashmir. After claiming that 
there is an indigenous struggle in Kashmir, he has offered to 
encourage a general cessation of violence within Kashmir, in retum 
for “reciprocal obligations and restraints”. 

We totally refuse to let terrorism become a tool of blackmail. 
Just as the world did not negotiate with Al-Qaida or the Taliban, we 
shall not negotiate with terrorism. 

If we do so, we would be betraying the people of Jammu & 
Kashmir, who defied a most ferocious campaign of violence and 
intimidation sponsored from across our borders, and participated in 
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was an unequivocal expression of both determination and self- 
determination. 

When the cross-border terrorism stops - or when we eradicate 
it - we can have a dialogue with Pakistan on the other issues 
between us. 

While on this subject, I would also like to point out to the 
President of Pakistan that he should not confuse the legitimate 
aspiration for equality of nations with outmoded concepts of military 
panty. 

We should be particularly concerned at the various recent 
revelations about clandestine transfers of weapons of mass 
destruction and their technologies. We face the frightening prospect 
of these weapons and technologies falling into the hands of terrorists. 
Surely something needs to be done about the helplessness of 
international regimes in preventing such transactions, which clearly 
threaten international security. The same regimes expend 
considerable energy in imposing a variety of discriminatory 
technology-denial restrictions on responsible states. 

Our preoccupation with terrorism should not dilute our 
commitment to tackle the non-military threats to human and 
international security. We have to sustain the fight against trafficking 
in narcotic drugs, human beings and small arms; the pandemic of 
HIV/AIDS; diseases like malaria and tuberculosis that grip developing 
countries and the degradation of our common environment. Food 
security, energy security and health security are important goals. 

The countries of the North and of the South - the developed, 
developing, and transition economies — must resume their dialogue 
to build a better world for the present and future generations. For 
the agenda of globalisation, Cancun was a disappointment. Significant 
progress was made at Johannesburg towards realisation of 
sustainable development, but the entry into force of the Kyoto 
Protocol on climate change remains stalled. The Bio-diversity 
Convention has not yielded any tangible benefits to the world’s 
poor. : ¢ 

International economic relations continue to be characterised 
by inequities and inequalities. Globalisation has helped sections of 
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However, large communities have been left outside its pale. It has 
engendered economic crises and instability in several developing 
countries, which have sharply increased poverty. 

Poverty is multidimensional. It extends beyond money incomes 
to education, health care, skills enhancement, political participation 
atall levels from the local to the global, access to natural resources, 
clean water and air, and advancement of one’s own culture and 
social organisation. 

Poverty alleviation requires resources on a far greater scale 
than now available. Globalisation itself constrains developing country 
governments in raising public resources for poverty alleviation. The 
promise of the climate change and biodiversity treaties to raise 
significant resources for investment and technology transfer is yet 
unrealised. The resources of multilateral and bilateral development 
agencies are limited by the failure of industrialised countries to 
enhance development budgets. 

Therefore, if the current regimes of globalisation and 
sustainable development are to be expanded — or even to survive — 

they must be directly harnessed to provide the necessary resources 

for poverty alleviation. In fact, all international agreements and 
initiatives affecting developing countries have to be evaluated by 
their impact on poverty. 

Developing countries need to coordinate their positions in 
intemational negotiations to promote the adoption of regimes, which 
would help poverty alleviation. The India-Brazil-South Africa 
Dialogue Forum, which was established earlier this year, 1s an 
effort in this direction. 

We in the developing countries do not have the luxury of time. 
Political compulsions force us to meet the aspirations of our people 
quickly even as we subject ourselves to newer and more rigid 
international standards and norms. We owe it to our future 
generations to make strong efforts to meet the Millennium 
Development Goals. There is a mutuality of interest in this between 
the developed and the developing countries. Global interdependence 
today means that economic disasters in developing countries could 
create a backlash on developed countries. We hope the world will 
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Exploring Unity in Diversity 


Yesterday, Mr. President, I was delighted to have joined you 
in naming a road in Almaty after Mahatma Gandhi. I was con- 
scious of the special coincidence of honouring this Apostle of 
Peace on the eve of the CICA conference. For the Mahatma 
continues to remain an inspiring symbol of the noblest traditions of 
Asia and the world, of values that are as universal as they are eternal. 

This is not the first time that roads between India and your 
charming country have carried a message of peace. Long ago, 
Buddhism had travelled along the Silk Route to many parts of our 
continent. Later, the Sufi saints’ message of universal love and 
brotherhood echoed across India, Central Asia and beyond. 

All the nations of present-day Asia are, in some way or the 
other, products of the process of interaction and integration that has 
gone on in Asia throughout history. Therefore, in our tendency to 
focus on the conflicts of the day, we should not forget or belittle our 
shared past. What unites the countries of Asia is far deeper and, 
I have no doubt, far more enduring, than what may temporarily 
divide us. 

It is with this optimistic belief that I greet all the fellow 
participants of this conference. In this context, Mr. President, I 
cannot but salute your own personal vision and political foresight. 
This first summit of CICA is, above all, a tribute to your untiring 
efforts in the past ten years. The leadership gathered here in 
Almaty is proof of our confidence in your vision. The documents 
that we are going to adopt today are definitely our collective effort. 
But CICA would for long be remembered as your gift to interna- 


tional goodwill. Le ; i 
We have gathered here at a unique point in the history of Asia 
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and the world. At the dawn of the last century, much of Asia was 
under colonial rule. Today, many soholars have prophesied that the 
21“ century belongs to Asia. From an economic point of view, 
several countries in Asia have already embraced the future. This 
is matter of pride and hope for all of us in Asia. 

Yet, Asia is also home to many serious problems that continue 
to impede its progress, undermine its potential and cause concern 
to us as well as to people around the world. Some of these 
problems are a sad inheritance from our colonial history. It is my 
belief that none of these contentious issues is beyond resolution 
through dialogue—patient, sincere and mutually accommodative 
dialogue. 

Unfortunately, in recent times, the logic of conflict resolution 
through dialogue has had to counter a formidable enemy. Its name 
is terrorism, sustained by religious extremism. Its epicenter is in 
India’s neighborhood. It has emerged as the biggest enemy of 
peace, security, democracy and multi-religious societies in Asia 
and around the world. Experience shows that terror respects 
neither boundaries nor lines of self-control. Its lethal power and its 
sinister objectives became known to the world after the September 
l l terrorist attacks on USA. India, however, has been its target for 
close to two decades. 

We in India have been fighting terrorism from the line of self- 
control that we have drawn around ourselves. We have heard, 
once again, assurances that this line will not allowed to be pierced. 
We hope that the words contained in these assurances will be 
matched by deeds. 

Asian and global security depends crucially on how unitedly, 
decisively and speedily we counter this menace. In this struggle, 
there can be no place for any nation to rationalise or justify 
terrorism any of the causes propounded by its perpetrators. The 
plain simple truth is that the killing of innocent men, women and 
children cannot be defended by invoking any of the alleged griev- 
ances underlying causes or attendant circumstances. 

This gathering is well aware that the United Nations’ Secu- 
rity Council Resolution No. 1373 specifically bars any nation from 
supporting terrorism—either directly or indirectly in the name of 
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providing moral and political support. Implementation of this Reso- 
lution will prove to be an important confidence-building measure in 
Asia. 

The other confidence-building measures that CICA should 
actively promote are economic cooperation, cultural interaction 
and people-to-people contracts. We should consistently strive to 
strengthen trade, investment, joint ventures, and cooperation in 
science, technology and human resource development both within 
and among all the regions of Asia. India has long held the view that 
closer bilateral and regional cooperation in all these areas can act 
as a powerful catalyst not only for prosperity and development, but 
also for conflict-resolution. It is this conviction that drives our 
perseverant efforts to build relations of cooperation and trust with 
all our neighbours. 

Under-development and unequal development between coun- 
tries and regions has always been a source of discord and conflict. 
Therefore, just as peace is a goal in itself, we must accept balanced 
development too as a goal in itself. Indeed, removal of poverty and 
sustainable development is an important confidence-building mea- 
sure. 

Thus, an Asian Development Initiative has to become an 
integral part of the CICA process. This should encourage the more 
developed countries in Asia to increase their cooperation with the 
less developed ones. 

In our understandable focus on economic progress, we some- 
times tend to downplay the importance of greater cultural and 
civilisation interaction as a confidence measure. Asia is blessed 
with all types of natural resources. But perhaps its most precious 
wealth is its diverse civilisational and spiritual heritage. Almost all 
the world’s religions—Hinduism, Islam, Buddhism, Christianity, 
Sikhism, Confucianism, etc.—originated in Asia. All of them con- 
tinue to thrive here. 

This religious, cultural and civilisational diversity need not 
divide us. Rather, it can become a powerful basis for unity if we 
adhere to the principle of tolerance and equal respect for all faiths 
and cultural traditions—even as we remain justifiably proud ofour 
own. 
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The cultural, economic and political heterogeneity of Asia 
naturally has a profound bearing on the security challenges in our 
continent. The countries of Asia have a legacy of different expe- 
riences of colonialism. The trauma of the Cold War has impacted 
us differently. 

It is also important to remember that Asia has four declared 
nuclear weapon states. It has some of the largest standing armies 
of the world. Non-Asian navies operate freely in Asian waters. 
The continent has a large number of missile producing and export- 
ing countries. Asia’s military spending has actually increased sharply 
after the Cold War. 

CICA, therefore, has to evolve certain reliable ground rules 
that would promote peace and security in Asia, by reconciling the 
diverse concerns and interests of the countries of the continent. 
One of the most important ground rules is that nuclear weapon- 
states should not indulge in nuclear blackmail. India has already 
adopted the doctrine of no first-use. We believe that adoption of 
this by all nuclear weapon-states would be an important confi- 
dence-building measure for Asia and the world. 

The quest for universal peace is a lofty goal. And the path 
may be difficult. Our own world today is a testimony to the 
difficulties we face. But we owe it to our future generations to 
struggle for peace now. We must not leave them a heritage of 
violence. 

The great philosopher and poet of Kazakhstan, Abai, had 
once said: 

“Look deep into your soul and ponder over my words: 
To you I am a puzzle, both my person and my verse. 
My life has been a struggle, a thousand foes I have braved. 
But, don't judge me harshly—for I paved the way for you.” 
| have pondered over these lines in Almaty. They have given 
me hope. Like Abai, I know we have a hard struggle ahead. But. 
Like Abai, I am also hopeful. Hopeful that the good will prevail 
over evil. Hopeful that terror would one day lay down its arms. 
Hopeful that the peoples of Asia and the world would live in a 
future of peace, love, brotherhood and cooperation. 
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It is with this hope and goodwill that I wish you and your 
people well. 

Before I conclude, I would like to say the following: 

We have heard President Musharraf talk about tensions in 
South Asia and offer a dialogue between India and Pakistan. 

Distinguished delegates in this room will recall that on Janu- 
ary 12, the President of Pakistan had publicly made two promises. 
One, that Pakistan will not allow its territory to be used to promote 
terrorism anywhere in the world. Two, that no organisation will be 
allowed to indulge in terrorism in the name of Kashmir. 

We have seen in the following months that cross-border 
infiltration has increased, violence in Jammu & Kashmir has con- 
tinued unabated, and terrorist camps operate unhindered across 
our borders. 

On May 27, President Musharraf has again made the com- 
mitment that cross-border infiltration will stop. You would agree 
that the past record makes us very cautious about accepting such 
promises unquestioningly. 

If we see that action on the ground corresponds to the 
promises made by President Musharraf, we will naturally take 
appropriate consequent steps. 

As far as an India-Pakistan dialogue is concerned, it is India 
which has always taken the initiative for it. In the space of the last 
four years, I have been to Lahore and invited President Musharraf 
to Agra. We have repeatedly said that we are willing to discuss all 
issues with Pakistan, including Jammu & Kashmir. 

But for that cross-border terrorism has to end. (m| 
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Nurturing Human Rights 
—An Eternal Challenge 


The concept of human rights is deeply rooted in the core 
values of the great civilisations and religions that Asia cradled in 
antiquity and has nurtured over the centuries. These civilisations 
have stood the test of time because human dignity, welfare and 
man’s all-round progress have been their essential concerns. 

India’s engagement with the rest of Asia had helped enrich 
our shared outlook towards life. Our national culture and ethos 
have always propagated human rights in the broadest sense of the 
term. They have upheld the values of peace, fraternity, balanced 
development and cooperation among different communities as the 
surest way of promoting the well being of all. 

Long before globalisation became a reality, requiring nations 
and communities to accept certain common ethical principles for 
peaceful co-existence, our ancestors proclaimed the ideals of 
“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” (The whole world is one family) and 
“Sarvepi Sukhinah Santu, Sarve Santu Niramayah” (May all 
people be happy, May all people be healthy). 

Thus, India’s understanding and advocacy of human rights 
are as universal as they are ancient. In modem times, this was 
manifest in our Freedom Struggle under the leadership of Mahatma 
Gandhi. 

In the Constitution of India, human rights have been enshrined 
in the chapters on Fundamental Rights and the Directive Principles 
of State Policy. We have a vibrant parliamentary democracy, 
whose institutions closely scrutinise the functioning of the executive. 
We have a strong and independent judiciary. We are proud or our 
National Human Rights Commission, which we established in 1993 


Speech at Seventh Meeting of the Asia Pacific Forum of the National Human Rights 
Institutions, New Delhi. 11 November 2002 
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with requisite independence. Most States have also established 
State-level Human Rights Commissions. 

These institutions, combined witha vigilant civil society and 
a fiercely free press, have complemented the good work being 
done by our superior courts to uphold the rights of our people. 

The end of World War II has begun an era marked by the 
worldwide growth of three seminal ideas—Democracy, Develop- 
ment and Human Rights. The contemporary world, including the 
Asia-Pacific region, is driven by the complex interplay of these 
three powerful ideas. Under the force of these inter-related ideas, 
old mindsets are changing. New national, regional and international 
institutions have been created. Exchange of views and experiences 
has been taking place at an unprecedented level among govern- 
mental, semi-governmental and non-governmental agencies. 

As a result, a strong awareness is taking root that we need 
to promote democracy, development and human rights in an inte- 
gral and comprehensive manner. 

Experience has also taught us that only genuine democracy 
and equitable development can ensure the fullest protection of 
human rights, Democratic societies are sensitive to popular aspira- 
tion. They have parliamentary institutions, media groups and non- 
governmental organisation, which jealously guard the liberties of 
citizens and mercilessly expose any shortcomings. Self-corrective 
mechanisms and remedial measures are automatically launched in 
the event of any human rights violations in these societies. Un- 
democratic regimes are less transparent and therefore far more 
prone to human rights abuses. 

The quality of human rights is also gravely affected by stark 
imbalances and distortions in global development, both within and, 
especially, between rich and not-so-rich countries of the world. 
These imbalances deny equal opportunities, which is an essential 
condition for the fulfillment ofhuman rights, fora large section ofthe 
world’s population. In their worst manifestation, these condemn 
hundreds of millions of the poorest people onearth to live incondition 
of extreme want, devoid of any human dignity. For example. 

e Js it surprising that the largest number of disabled persons in 
the world are poor! 
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Isn’tit a fact that the largest number of people affected by the 
disastrous spread of HIV/AIDS are poor? 

Is it difficult to know why almost all the trafficking in women 
and children is targeted at poor families? 

These instances show that poverty is a major denial of human 
rights. It should therefore, be our endeavour to deny poverty 
continued existence in the 21"century, For this, the deep develop- 
mental divide at the global and national levels must be bridged. This 
no doubt places definite responsibilities on individual governments 
in our region and elsewhere in the developing world. However, a 
far bigger responsibility for bridging the development divide rests 
on the industrialised nations of the world. 

Unfortunately, the debate on human rights is often distorted 
by those who take a narrow and non-historical view of the matter. 
There are some who think that the idea of human rights is a foreign 
import into the Asia-Pacific region. They, therefore, arrogate to 
themselves the task of lecturing to developing countries on how we 
should promote human rights. Sometimes, this takes the form of 
interference in the internal affairs of sovereign nations. 

It can also take the form of patronising advice on how we 
need to make cultural adjustments to conform to world human 
rights standards. The recent debates on ‘Asian values’ illustrate an 
assumption that the cultural heritage of oriental civilisation is in- 
compauble with today’s accepted code of human rights practices. 
We should reject such motivated theories. 

There are also those who view human rights in the narrow 
sense of the functioning—or rather, individual instances of mal- 
functioning —of certain organs of the state in relation to individual 
citizens or groups. In a civilized and law-govemed society, there 
cannot be any justification for excesses and Injustice perpetrated 
by the very State machinery whose duty it is to uphold justice. 
Without accountability, agencies of the State can misuse their 
authority and infringe the rights of citizens, especially those who 
are poor and weak. 

Incidents of this nature must be checked and the guilty 
brought to book. As I have already mentioned, democracies have 
in-built systems to ensure this. 
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By the very nature of their transparency, violations of human 
rights are also more easily detected and highlighted in democratic 
polities. Human rights activists and institutions have to remain far 
more alert about the abuses—and even atrocities —which are 
committed in undemocratic or superficially democratic societies. 

However, the domain of human rights does not begin and end 
with such incidents. It covers a whole range of issues of social and 
economic development, political rights, entitlement to clean envi- 
ronment, and preservation of cultural identities. 

The debate on human rights either in the global context, or in 
the context of the Asia-Pacific region, would be grievously incom- 
plete without serious consideration of the threat posed by terror- 
ism. All forms of terrorism are dangerous, but the one that is 
inspired by religious extremism is especially lethal. 

Both the world and our region have witnessed a spurt in 
terrorist attacks in recent times. Our hearts go out to the nearly 200 
innocent persons who died in the bomb blasts in the tranquil island 
of Bali in Indonesia. 

I have just returned from a summit meeting with ASEAN 
countries in Cambodia. Terrorism was one of the main subjects of 
discussion at the summit. 

Perhaps no country in the world has suffered the depreda- 
tions of international terrorism as much as India has, and for so long 
a time as we have. In the past two decades, nearly 60,000 people 
have been killed in acts of terrorism in Punjab, Jammu & Kashmir 
and elsewhere in our country. It baffles us when the killing of 
innocent men, women and children is justified in some quarters as 
“freedom struggle”. 

I do not need to elaborate on the resolutions of the United 
Nations, which have called all “acts, methods and practices of 
terrorism in all its forms and manifestations” as “activities aimed at 
the destruction of human rights.” They have rejected justification of 
terrorism for whatever consideration—political, philosophical, ideo- 
logical, racial, ethnic or religious. Further, they have specifically 
prohibited any member country to allow its territory to be used for 
terrorist activities in another country, through financing, training, 
organising, sending men and weapons for executing such attacks. 
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We have to recognise the truth that the single greatest enemy 
of human rights today is terrorism fueled by religious extremism. 
It strikes at innocent lives. It targets the symbols of our freedoms. 
As we have seen in Jammu & Kashmir, Northern Ireland, and 
other troubled spots, it has deprived entire generations of their 
birthright of norma! existence, peaceful development, and eco- 
nomic progress. 

Terrorist groups have international connections. They use the 
advances of technology and the openness of democratic societies 
to penetrate into ever newer areas. The battle against terrorism 
has to be fought with grit and determination. 

We have sometimes to take tough decisions—even infringing 
some of our freedoms and abridging some of our human rights 
temporarily—to firmly counter terrorism, so that our future genera- 
tions can live in peace and harmony. 

It is incumbent on all the nations in our region and around the 
world to join hands to fight the menace of international terrorism. 
Respect forall faiths and protection ofpluralism should be recognised 
as an obligation forall countries in the world. This obligation cannot 
be fulfilled merely by proclamations, declarations andacceptance of 
UNresolutions. Ouractions at the national level, and our cooperation 
at the regional and global levels, must match the threat posed by 
international terrorism and religious extremism. 

In summing up, I would say this. Human rights are no doubt 
a lofty concept. Their fulfillment for all the people in all societies 
is the ideal that we should aspire-and actively strive—for. At the 
same time, all ofus should be aware of the imperfect world we live 
in. The nature of imperfections may differ, but they exist in all 
countries of the world without we live in. The nature of imperfec- 
tions may differ, but they exist in all countries of the world without 
any exception. This reality imposes practical difficulties in living by 

the ideal standards of human rights. 

However, we could move closer to the ideal if our commit- 
ment to human rights is genuine—not a mere rhetoric—and if 
governments and civil societies work together to create a new 
culture of respect for human rights worldwide. (m) 
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Give Friendship a Chance 


WE CAME HERE yesterday and today we depart. This is 
the way of the world. I am not going alone and | did not come 
alone. A delegation, a representative and select body, has accom- 
panied mé from India. They are people who have made a name in 
different areas. In these 24 hours I spent in Lahore I felt that the 
distance between Delhi and Lahore has been reduced somewhat. 
We have come somewhat closer, the trust has increased and our 
steps to march ahead together are faster. 

As I said yesterday, I consciously wanted to come here by 
bus. My intention at first was to return from the Wagah border 
after meeting Mian Sahib (Mr Nawaz Sharif). But he said this 
could not happen, returning from the door was not proper, one must 
come inside the house. 

I have fond memories of Lahore. This is not the first time that 
I have been to Lahore and it is not the last time. When I first visited 
Lahore the British ruled here and I had gone upto Kohat and 
Bannu. I was a high school student and had gone to Anarkali 
(Bazar). The next time when I came to Lahore after becoming the 
Minister of External Affairs I talked in the night to the Governor 
(of West Punjab) and pointed out that my official programme did 
not include a visit to Anarkali and how could I return to Delhi 
without going to Anarkali? So, in the night special arrangements 
were made for me to go to Anarkali. This time I did not go because 
new buds had unfolded themselves. 

In the last 24 hours, we (the two Prime Ministers) have 
reached a few decisions which are good decisions. I am sure you 
would like them. The world wonders and we also think why we are 
left behind in the race (for progress)? Mian Sahib raised the issue 


eee 
Free rendering of the speech in Hindi at the civic reception, Lahore, 21 February 
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yesterday and the question bothers us all. The world has moved 
tremendously and imperialism has ended. It was said that the sun 
never set on the (British) Raj. But the Raj went down while the sun 
looked on. The chains fell and the handcuffs broke loose. As long 
as we were dependent we used to persuade ourselves that we 
could do this and that once we were free. We were looking for 
excuses for everything. Today, however, the world is not prepared 
to listen to excuses. Nor are our minds ready to find new ones. 
God has given us everything. Nature has showered wealth on 
us. We have an immense population, which is a big human re- 
source. Our farmers are hard-working, our workers know how to 
sweat themselves. The housewife in our two countries know the 
art of running a household in a modest income. Our young men 
(and women) believe in conquering science and technology. Why 
are we lagging behind then? 
The Prime Minister had quoted from my poem “Jang Na 
Hone Denge” (We will not let war happen). I wrote the poem, not 
after I became a Minister, but before it. 
“India and Pakistan are neighbours and have to live together” 
In love and war, both have to bear it. 
We have fought thrice, how hard is the bargain? 
Russian bomb or American, the same blood has to flow. 
Our children must not suffer our fate, 
We will not let war happen.” 

Let me quote a verse in the poem: 
“Do we wish to stop war? 
Do we wish to create conditions for avoiding war? 
Let there be peace. 
Let there be no extra expenditure on weapons, 
Just enough to meet our needs.” 

During that time, I wrote: 
“We need peace, 
We love life.” 

What greater blessing than life can there be in this world? 
Sometimes we fail to understand the value of life even when we 
are alive. How invaluable is life! 


“We need peace, we love life. r 
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We need peace, creation is at hand. 
We need peace, we love life. Creation is at hand. 
We have declared war on hunger, on illness.” 

It is not as though we are resigned to our fate; and we should 
not be so resigned. We shall struggle, but not against a neighbour, 
not among ourselves. We have declared war on hunger and illness 
and let the world lend a helping hand. We invite the world to come 
and help us and march together. We know that we have to ensure 
our development and stand on our feet. But today’s world has 
become so small and we cannot become an island. We have to help 
each other and try to march forward with each other’s help. 

“We need peace, we love life. We need peace, Creation 
is at hand, 

We have declared war on hunger, illness. 

Let the world come forward and lend a helping hand. 
We will not let this green and fertile land be bloody, 

We will not let war happen.” 

Someone among you can ask me: when you wrote such a 
poem, when you declared “we will not let war happen”, why was 
it necessary to resort to the atomic blast in Pokhran? This question 
could arise and should arise. We should talk about it with open 
hearts. The Pokhran blast was not an aggressive measure, it was 
a defensive one. We have been trapped in war on three occasions 
and we wish to stop war for all time. India waited after the first 
blast when Mrs Indira Gandhi was at the helm. We were hoping 
that all nuclear weapons would be ended in the world. This, 
however, did not happen and the world did not move in the direction 
of nuclear disarmament. The weapons became deadlier and more 
destructive and some people were engaged in this task. Our 
scientists were of the view that some thought must be given to it. 
It is very essential that atomic energy is utilized for peaceful 
purposes but it is also essential that its use for destructive purposes 
must be stopped. 

We had declared after the explosions that there would be no 
further blasts. We had also declared that we would not be the first 
country to use nuclear weapons. We will neither use them nor shall 
be the first. We also said that we would not use nuclear weapons 
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against those who do not possess them. As a member of NAM 
(Non-Aligned Movement), which recently held a conference in 
South Africa, we had repeated the statement that all nuclear 
weapons must be destroyed in the world in a time-frame. What is 
the need of such weapons now? They are no longer necessary; 
possibly they played a part, once upon a time, of first terror. But 
they have no relevance today. Think of the huge expenditure and 
the competition. I had a discussion about it with the Pakistan Prime 
Minister today. We have decided that there would an exchange of 
views, what we in India are doing and what Pakistan is doing in the 
matter. At present we have no information on the issue. If we 
come to know of something that is from others. What your neighbour 
is doing you do not know and it is necessary to change the situation. 

We have to shape world opinion and it is essential that India 
and Pakistan work together in this area, Both have enhanced 
responsibility and there is no other way save peace. There is no 
scope for playing with ignition now. Small ignition can lead to a 
conflagration which can destroy everything. We must stope small 
fires and concentrate on the solution of poverty, unemployment and 
illness. We must think how we are lagging behind and why people 
are not able to lead a life to which they are entitled. We need peace 
for itand issues of peace have to be solved. In order to solve them, 
we need to create a climate of trust. 

This moming we had before us the question whether I should 
visit Minar-e-Pakistan. My programme was drawn up and I wanted 
to go there. But some people were of the view that if 1 went to the 
place it would mean that I had put my seal of approval on the 
formation of Pakistan. I asked what all this meant. Is Pakistan 
dependent on my approval? Pakistan has its own stamp and it is in 
operation. But the suspicion is so deep-rooted and it is possible that 
on retum I am asked why I visited Minar-e-Pakistan when I had 
been on an official visit to your country. I would reply to it and I 
know the people would be satisfied with my answer. I also know 
that some would not be. Whether I should go to Minar-e-Pakistan 
has become a debatable issue. It is true that we did not want 
partition. As I said when I came to this part first and went upto 


Kohat and Bannu the whole of India was one and the British ruled __ 
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us. That India is before our eyes. The country was divided and new 
provinces and separate countries were formed. This hurt us and 
although the wounds have healed the blot has indeed persisted. But 
the blot reminds us that we have to live together and living together 
requires that we march together. 

We wish that Pakistan prospers and you also wish that we 
prosper. History can be changed but not geography. You can 
change friends but not neighbours. Let us, therefore, live like good 
neighbours. In 1977-78 we had made a beginning and eased the 
restrictions on visiting each other’s country. You would perhaps 
remember it and people still recall it. We are set to do this again. 
I do not wish to make a unilateral announcement of the decisions 
taken today and they would be announced in due course. But itis 
true that you cannot visit family members all ofa sudden. The High 
Commissions are crowded and doors open and close on time. You 
have a sudden problem and it has a habit of arising all of a sudden. 
You cannot visit your relatives then. If you are able to get there you 
find that your visa is for a city and if you want to visit another the 
police come into the picture. Imagine all that comes with it. It is 
hardly necessary for me to say It. Those policemen who are 
listening to me should not take it amiss. [am not saying it for those 
who are present here. I am talking of the system and we have to 
think about this matter. 

Some people go out fishing and find that they have entered 
the wrong sea. Then they reach a lock-up and instead of catching 
fish are caught themselves. We have decided that such people 
should be released at once. But I have realized after being Prime 
Minister for a year that merely deciding the issue by the two Prime 
Ministers is not the end of the matter. Something more has to be 
done and we have decided that this would be done. The conditions 
must change and the climate must reflect a changed situation. 
What is needed is friendship and for that trust is required. 

Į wanted (Ali) Sardar Jafri Sahib to accompany me. He could 
not come. I saw a couplet of his quoted in an English newspaper: 

“You come from the garden of Lahore, we come with the 
light of the morning of Benares. Afterwards, we will inquire who 
is the enemy.” 
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Enmity has been endured for a long time. Now friendship 
must have a chance. Brothers and sisters, we have tried to improve 
our relations with all neighbours, including Pakistan. We have just 
entered into an Agreement with Sri Lanka about free trade. We 
have reached an Agreement with Bangladesh about irrigation 
waters. You must have read in the papers that like the Delhi- 
Lahore bus we are going to have a Calcutta-Dhaka bus also. It is 
not a matter of one bus and it is not going to stop at that. Today 
we are making a beginning. Friendship never makes you feel this 
is enough. Yes, we get fed up sometimes in enmity. Our economic 
relations are developing. We are going to take elaborate steps in 
trade and economic matters with Pakistan. We want to buy your 
surplus power; the rates should be proper. Despite floods and 
storm we have an excellent wheat crop. I told Mian Sahib (Mr. 
Nawaz Sharif) that “we hear you are importing wheat from a 
distance. We are in a position to deliver wheat at your doorstop.” 
It is not as though I am recounting different items. 

Problems can be solved and for a solution a proper climate 
should be created. Some steps have to be taken with courage and 
I promise that when courage is needed for such steps you would 
not find me and my colleagues wanting. You would not find us 
retreating. When we decided on the Pokhran atomic blasts I was 
reminded by some people of my poem. I have been to Hiroshima 
and I have seen the devastation in Nagasaki. It was not necessary 
to use the nuclear weapons there because the war there had ended 
and the Allies had won. It was not in self-defence that the nuclear 
weapons had been used there. People today are paying a price for 
Mt. 

The title of my poem was the poem of Hiroshima. It was the 
bleeding heart of a poet. My mind was clear when a serious 
decision was made and it is clear today. Together we have to 
create a world free of atomic weapons. There is no question of our 
using the nuclear weapons of ours. But for that a climate of 
friendship is required. I hope that my 24-hour visit would help in 
creating such a climate. As I said the distance between Delhi and 
Lahore has been reduced and we have to reduce it further. Not 
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and India we wish to create closeness. I have every confidence 
that in all this we will get the cooperation of the Pakistan Prime 
Minister and his colleagues, and of the entire people of Pakistan. 
We will march together. 

I am very grateful for the reception accorded to me and my 
delegation. It will be my effort to fulfil together the hopes that have 
arisen in your hearts and we can create a new climate in South 
Asia. Oo 
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India-US Relations in the 
Emerging World Order 


It is a pleasure to be here with Asia Society again. Five years 
ago, I addressed you on India-US relations, India was then facing a 
difficult international environment; and that included our relations 
with USA. Even then, I described India and USA as natural allies. 
I would like to return to that theme today, to reflect on the 
transformation in India-US relations, and on the global environment 
in which this transformation has taken place. 

The end of the Cold War encouraged hopes of a rare era in 
history, when international relations would no longer be defined by 
great power rivalries. There may be differences on issues and 
disagreements on approaches, but conflict and confrontation do not 
overshadow the relations among great and emerging powers. There 
are debates on whether the international order will be unipolar or 
multipolar. There are questions about he balance between national 
Interest and international responsibility; about national sovereignty 
and international obligations. These debates are inevitable, since 
We are still in the process of shaping the contours of the post-Cold 
War era. 

Another dominant theme of our times is the interdependence 
of nations, accentuated by technological changes and economic 
inter-linkages. Globalization has touched every sphere of our activity. 
The end of the Cold War had kindled hopes of an enduring era of 
security and stability. This has not happened. Instead, new political 
problems and security challenges have been thrust upon us. Through 
all these uncertainties, we still have a unique opportunity today to 
shape global politics and international relations within a framework 
of plurality and equality, based on consensus, compassion, 
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coexistence and cooperation. This cooperative world has to be 

development-oriented, to accommodate the interests of all. 

To achieve this goal requires cooperation among democracies 
of the world to tackle the challenges, which have survived the Cold 
War, and those, which have arisen more recently. 

Continued terrorist attacks around the world remind us that 
the global war against terrorism, which commenced after the tragedy 
of 9/11, is far from over. Our long-term strategy to combat it should 
have four broad elements— 

* One, a concert of democracies acting in cohesion. A threat 
against one should be seen as a threat against all. 

* Two, consistency of approach in demanding from all countries, 
the same high standards in combating terrorism. 

* Three, continuity of resolve, and clarity of purpose. We should 
not be drawn into the grey zone of conflicting policy objectives, 
which condone ambiguous positions on terrorism. 

+ Four, to win the war against terror, we have to win the war of 
ideas. We have to expand the constituency of democracy by 
promoting the ideals of freedom, democracy, rule of law and 
tolerance, which are our defining strengths, 

The post cold war age has also seen a significant proliferation 
of weapons of mass destruction and their delivery systems. Today, 
the threat of their falling into terrorists’ hands looms large. The 
existing regimes for non-proliferation rigorously audit the 
performance of responsible states, but do not touch the proliferators. 
An honest reappraisal is required. 

The structure of international political, security and economic 
institutions, established nearly sixty years ago, needs to be reviewed 
from the perspective of today's realities and future needs. Our 
international trade negotiations should place the development agenda 
at the centre of attention. We should not let status quo tendencies 
sabotage the long-term gains of genuine change. 

Iraq and Afghanistan are two immediate test cases of our 
efforts to build a world order based on cooperation and partnership. 
In both cases, the way we address these challenges will have far- 
reaching implications for our common future. In Iraq, we have to 


develop an international consensus, which accelerates the political, 
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economic and security transformation in that country. In Afghanistan, 
we need to coggplete the work commenced by the Bonn process, 
and help its Gdvérnment to completely wipe out the remnants of 
Taliban, to establish full control over the entire country and to progress 
as scheduled towards national elections. The future of Iraq and 
Afghanistan is vital for their citizens, but will equally have far- 
reaching implications for the region and for the world. 

On many of these global challenges, India and USA share 
similar perspectives. We see our growing partnership with the United 
States of America as an important element in our efforts for a 
dynamic and cooperative multipolar world order. India-USA 
relations have undergone a major transformation in recent years. 
The strength of this relationship derives from a greater understanding 
of our basic commonalities. The end of the Cold War has enabled 
us to enhance our engagement, based also on a convergence of 
many geopolitical perspectives. 

In March 2000, President Clinton and I agreed that India and 
USA would be partners in peace in the New Century, and share a 
common responsibility for ensuring regional and international 
security. In November 2001, President Bush and I affirmed our 
commitment to transforming our bilateral relationship. We agreed 
that we should try to give this partnership the inherent strength to 
survive all future political changes in our democracies. 

In India, my Government's commitment to building this 
relationship enjoys support across the political spectrum. In fact, 
people often remark that progress is not fast enough! They seek 
immediate, dramatic results and media-friendly symbols of 
friendship. I tell them that one lesson I have learnt from four decades 
on the Opposition benches in Parliament is the virtue of patience! 
The transformation of our ties takes place after years of doubt and 
indifference. We have to guide it carefully, with a vision which 
extends beyond our immediate horizon. 

The range and frequency of the India-US dialogue has 
increased considerably in recent times. It covers global and regional 
matters, as well as long term and near-term issues. But most 
significantly, it is the atmosphere of our dialogue that has changed. 


We now address each other with the confidence and candour of 
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Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee addressing the CICA Summit. 
Almaty, 4 June 2002 
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Prime Minister Shri Atal Bih: in T ajpayee at ine inaugural Funetion of the 
Conference on ‘Dialogue Among Civilizations. Quest for New 
Perspectives’, New Delhi, 9 July 2003 
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Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee inaugurating the Pravasi 
Bharatiya Divas Celebration, New Delhi, 9 January 2004 
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hari Vajpayee meets the President of Pakistan, 
fon the sidelines of XIIth SAARC Summit, 


Islamabad, 5 January 2004 
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friends. This dialogue, based on respect and equality, is successful 
precisely because we have recognized that there is no fundamental 
conflict of interest between us. We would together on areas of 
agreement, and frankly discuss on differing perceptions, without 
this affecting our relationship. This reflects the growing maturity of 
our friendship. 

We have, for the first time, entered into substantive defence 
cooperation. Our Armed Forces have established contact, and there 
are regular exercises and exchanges of growing complexity. Our 
commion concerns on terrorism, transnational crime and cyber crime 
have led us to establish ties in these areas as well. India and USA 
are jointly exploring frontier areas of science and technology, 
including medicine, environment-friendly energy and advanced 
materials. We are working to re-establish ties in civilian space 
applications and in civilian nuclear safety. Information technology 
and the new knowledge economy are increasingly defining the story 
of our bilateral relationship. Our growing partnership in developing 
technologies of the future should take our bilateral relations to a 
qualitatively new level. 

It is not only at Government and official levels that our two 
countries are deepening and widening linkages. In educations 
institutions, scientific laboratories, offices and homes, and even in 
cyber space, Indians and Americans are discovering new identities 
of interest. The Indian American community has played — and will 
continue to play — an important role in bringing us together. Through 
talent, hard work and enterprise, Indian Americans have risen to 
become one of the wealthiest minorities in this country. Their 
achievements — especially in IT, financial services, management 
and medicine — have contributed to America's progress. They 
have also created greater awareness in this country of the 
rtunities in the India-US partnership. 

The Indian economy continues to grow. It has doubled in the 
and we hope to redouble it in less than a decade. We 
largest economy in the world in terms of 
ty. Our external reserves are about US $ 90 
by a billion dollars every two weeks. Our 
at double-digit rates. We are rapidly 
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reducing our external debts. Our inflation rate is low and interest 
rates are on a declining curve. There is a strong increase in business 
confidence in recent months. Our reserves of food stock stands at 
over 30 million tonnes. Starting from scratch a few years ago, Indian 
software exports have reached US$ 10 billion per annum. I have 
no doubt that the fundamentals of a rapidly developing India will 
strengthen our partnership with the world's largest economy. Our 
economic links will strengthen rapidly as India's economic growth 
creates new opportunities for investment and joint ventures. On 
both sides, there is recognition of the strong strategic value of the 
economic partnership. 

Naturally, the vision of a new India-US relationship for the 
21" Century cannot be realised overnight. We still need to overcome 
internal resistance, old habits and traditional perspectives on both 
sides. Mindsets have to be changed in some quarters. We have to 
address vestiges of our past differences on security and proliferation 
issues. We must also ensure that the long term perspective of the 
India-US engagement is not diluted by short terms exigencies. In 
dealing with these hurdles, our two countries need the wisdom and 
foresight to recognize the irrefutable logic of the India-US 
partnership. We have laid the foundations of such a relationship. 
Our Governments will sustain their commitment to it. Political, 
economic and strategic convergences will generate their own 
momentum to accelerate the pace of the transformation. An India- 
US relationship of maturity, substances and strength can have a 
major impact on the emerging world order in this Century. (m) 
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Scaling New Heights in 
Indo-Russian Partnership 


I often wonder what accounts for the extraordinary stability 
and warmth of the relations between India and Russia. What nour- 
ishes the enduring goodwill between our two peoples? One thing is 
certain. The tree of our friendship does not have its roots in the thin 
topsoil of politics and ideology. For it has continued to grow in spite 
of the political upheavals and structural changes in our two coun- 
tries. Perhaps, a deeper reason lies in the spiritual and cultural af- 
finity between India and Russia, which manifested in the extraordi- 
nary resonance between the best minds of our two countries. They 
were men who represented the “soul” of our two great nations. 
They were towering names in culture and arts, literature and po- 
etry, science and technology who gave voice to the universal con- 
cerns and aspirations of mankind. 

For example, we know what an immense influence the great 
Russian writer Leo Tolstoy had on Mahatma Gandhi in his formative 
years in South Africa. It inspired the Mahatma even to establish a 
Tolstoy Farm near Johannesburg for his early experiments in truth, 
non-violence and self-realisation through community service. Simi- 
larly, Rabindranath Tagore, the great Indian poet, was widely ad- 
mired and revered in Russia for his passionate appeal for universal 
peace, love and harmony. Shortly before his death in 1941, which 
were the darkest days of World War Il, he predicted that your 
country would be victorious against the forces of fascism. That 
prediction came true, thanks to the unparalleled heroism of your people. 

This mutual resonance is also seen in the long tradition of 
intellectual interaction between our two countries in the various 
disciplines of the humanities and sciences that comprise the totality 
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of human knowledge. The legendary Gerasim Lebedev, one of the 
first Russian scholars to write on India, learnt Sanskrit, Hindi 
and Bengali, and published his grammar of Indian languages in the 
late 18" Century. F. Sherbatsky was one of Russia’s most well 
known specialists on Indian religions, philosophy and literature. 
A.P. Barannikov translated Saint-Poet Tulsidas ‘Ramacharit- 
manasa’ nto Russian. I.P. Minayev, well known for his rich library 
of Sanskrit and Pali manuscripts, had established close friendship 
with Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Bankim Chandra Chatterji, two of the 
most respected names in India’s Freedom Struggle. I am glad that 
this rich tradition of Indology, nurtured by the Institute of Oriental 
Studies and other institutions, has continued up to the present day. 

The Roerich family occupies a unique place in the artistic, 
intellectual and philosophical interaction between India and Russia. 
Nikolai Roerich, one of the greatest painters in the 20" Century, not 
only travelled to India, but made the Himalayas his home. His older 
son and fellow-explorer George Roerich has left behind scholarly 
work on Tibetan Buddhism. Next year marks the birth centenary of 
his younger son, Svetoslav Roerich, the great artist who lived in 
Bangalore. We are taking steps to restore his beautiful estate and 
tum it into a befitting cultural park. We are also planning to estab- 
lish an International Roerich Art School in India. I am particularly 
glad that during my Prime Ministership, we have been able to make 
significant contributions to safeguarding the precious legacy of the 
Roerichs, which is our common heritage. 

Today I applaud the seminal work produced by the Indo-Rus- 
sian Joint Commission on Social Sciences, in which your Academy 
participates with its counterpart institution in India, the Indian Council 
for Historical Research. Perhaps in no other foreign language has 
so much of great Indian literature, both ancient and modem, been 
translated as in Russian. It is a matter of pride for us that today 
more than 1400 Russian scholars and students are studying Hindi in 
Russia. Two years ago, during my visit to St. Petersburg, I had 
announced the establishment of chairs for the study of India at 
various institutions and universities in Russia. I am happy to hear 
that these chairs have since been activated, and are arousing great 


interest among the younger generation. re . 
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It is a matter of immense satisfaction for us that !ndo-Russian 
cooperation in science and technology has evolved continuously. 
Today it represents perhaps the most dynamic aspect of our overall 
relationship. The Integrated Long Term Programme of cooperation 
in science and technology (ILTP) is one of the most elaborate bilat- 
eral programmes in the world. More than 2,500 scientific exchanges 
have taken place during the 15-year existence of ILTP. Keeping 
with the challenges of modem times, our scientific cooperation now 
extends to the frontier areas of scientific research including bio- 
technology, informatics, nano technology, environmental protection, 
drugs and development of new materials. This is in addition to the 
traditional area of cooperation in space, atomic energy and defence 
technologies. 

Thus, what defines Indo-Russian relations is their all-sided 
and ever-growing character. During the past few years, dialogue 
and summit level meetings have become more frequent and pro- 
ductive than ever before. This has helped us evolve a comprehen- 
sive vision of Indo-Russian ties for the 2 1* Century, reinforcing our 
conviction that the strategic partnership between India and Russia 
is a reliable factor in promoting peace, security and stability both in 
Asia and the world. Our current efforts are dedicated to enhancing 
this partnership to even higher levels. We are confident that this 
can be achieved with ease. 

The reason for this optimism is that we have a long tradition 
of stable and continuous relationship unaffected by the tumultuous 
changed that have taken place in the world. There are no dissolve 
issues in our relationship. Neither India nor Russia perceives a threat 
from the strength of the other. On the contrary, each sees a benefit 
for itself in the increased political and economic strength of the 
other. This is best illustrated by Russia’s public and unambiguous 
support to India’s permanent membership of the United Nations 
Security Council. Both countries have a common interest in the 
evolution of a multipolar world based on a cooperative security 
order. We are both opposed to unilateralism in international mat- 
ters. 

The fundamental factor behind the stability of Indo-Russian 
ties is the exemplary sensitivity both countries have shown to each 
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other’s concerns, including security concerns. We in India deeply 
appreciate Russia’s consistent and strong support to our campaign 
against terrorism, inspired by religious extremism. This dangerous 
phenomenon is rapidly spreading its tentacles, posing a threat to the 
entire civilised world. Specifically, it is threatening the unity, territo- 
rial integrity and sovereignty of both India and Russia. President 
Putin minced no words in his address to the Indian Parliament three 
years ago, when he said that the same individuals, the same terror- 
ist and extremist organisations are involved in terrorist acts from 
the Philippines to Kosovo, including in Kashmir, Afghanistan and 
Chechnya. 

Both India and Russia are multi-ethnic, pluralistic, democratic 
countries. Therefore, intellectuals, scientists and all public figures 
have an important role to play in the fight against the forces of 
intolerance and violence. Our two countries have established a sound 
legal basis and a useful institutional mechanism for cooperation in 
the struggle against international terrorism. 

The only area where our bilateral relations have made less 
than desired progress is economic cooperation. It is also that area 
Whose importance in international relations has grown tremendously 
in recent times. Both President Putin and I have been concerned 
that the volume and quality of our economic ties does not conform 
to the excellent level of our political relationship. We need to con- 
vert the extraordinary goodwill between India and Russia into a 
thriving, visible, vigorous and mutually beneficial economic rela- 
tionship. In this endeavour, we need to show both innovation and a 
sense of urgency. f 

We in India have followed with much admiration Russia’s 
strong economic revival, overcoming the transitional difficulties your 
country faced a few years ago. In the same period, India has 
emerged as one of the fastest growing economies in the world and 
become the world’s forth largest economy in terms of purchasing 
power parity. The world has begun to take note of India’s rapid 
strides towards developing a knowledge-based economy. Perhaps 
the most well-known of Indian achievements in the last few years 
have been the emergence of our software industry and India’s pre- 
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supercomputer PARAM is being used at the Institute for Com- 
puter-Aided Design of this Academy. Today India is the fastest 
growing telecom market in the world. The information and commu- 
nication revolution in India is closely followed by the emerging bio- 
technology revolution. We are expanding and modernising our physi- 
cal infrastructure — roads, railways, ports, airports and the energy 
assets — in a determined manner. 

Although many economic and social problems persist, any 
visitor can see that India is now a nation on the move — stronger, 
more prosperous and more self-confident than ever before. We 
have now set before ourselves the goal of transforming India into a 
Developed Nation by 2020. President Putin is likewise committed 
to making Russia one of the world’s great economic powers. Thus, 
both India and Russia are pursuing a similar goal, relying on our 
enormous human and natural resources. 

How can we achieve this goal? I think that one of the most 
efficient ways would be through a synergy between scientific 
endeavours and business enterprises of our two countries. Such a 
synergy can bring rewards not only to business corporations, but 
also to scientists. More importantly, commercially sound applica- 
tion of science and technology will benefit millions of common people 
in their daily lives, both in our countries and around the world. India 
and Russia have already experienced this in the past. For example, 
India’s pharmaceutical industry, which is today globally recognized 
for its cutting edge R&D and its success in the low-cost develop- 
ment of new drugs, was established largely through our bilateral 
cooperation with Russia several decades ago. I see no reason why 
such an example cannot be emulated in the widest possible range 
of opportunities that can be identified in the regular interaction be- 
tween the Academy and its partner institutions in India. 

[have brought with me a 95-member business delegation from 
India on this visit. I am confident that our captains of trade and 
industry, and their Russian counterparts, would contribute to our 
reaching this goal. Thus, I see a bright future for Indo-Russian 
relationship. However, Į would like to inject here a note of realism. 
We should not rest on past laurels. Otherwise, stagnation would set 
in. We must follow a determined course towards continuous strength- 
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ening of political, economic, scientific and cultural ties. The Rus- 
sian Academy of Sciences has a major role in this regard. We are 
ready to work with you. I conclude by recalling the words of Nikolai 
Roerich, which are very apt for this occasion — “The Indian heart 
is drawn irresistibly to the boundless spaces of Russia and In- 
dia too has a great magnetism for the Russian heart. There is 
great beauty in this magnetism between India and Russia. Heart 
speakes to heart.” Oo 
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India and Italy : Nurturing the 
Bonds of Common Heritage 


India and Italy are ancient lands whose achievements 
constitute a common heritage of mankind. Both countries have 
contributed to the understanding of each other’s culture in our 
respective regions. 

Italian was the first European language into which our an- 
cient epic, the Ramayana, was translated. The flowering of the 
Italian genius in the Renaissance has provided masterpieces of 
cultural and intellectual attainment that inspire us even today. 

The Italian Institute for the Middle East and Far East in Rome 
has produced some of the best known European Indologists. We 
are happy that in India, too, we have as many as eight universities 
with Chairs of Italian language and culture. 

Italy isa priority for Indiaon the dawn of the21*Century. Ithas 
the fifth largest economy in the world and one that has grown faster 
than that of most other industrialised nations in the last 20 years. 

We have been impressed by the dynamism that has been 
exhibited by the family-owned small and medium enterprises in 
Italy. 

It is, therefore, a matter of satisfaction that bilateral trade and 
economic linkages have been expanding between our two coun- 
tries. However, we believe that the commercial exchanged that 
take place do not reflect fully the potential that exists for mutually 
beneficial co-operation between our two countries. | 

We hope that the business meeting being organized by the 
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry and the 
Confindustria will contribute to the further realisation of this 


potential. 


z inne Luncheon hosted by the Italian Prime Minister, Rome, 26 June 2000 
peech a 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


112 TOWARDS A NEW WORLD 


I welcome their presence at this lunch and hope that our 
interaction later today will be productive and mutually beneficial. 

The Indian economy has, as you are aware, registered 
significant progress during the last decade. It is our view that as our 
economy grows and liberalises further, economic interaction 
between India and Italy should also grow. 

Our average annual growth rate in the current decade has 
been more than six per cent and this trend will, by all indications, 
be maintained if not bettered, 

A second generation of economic reforms is now in place in 
India — the insurance sector has been opened up substantially, the 
foreign exchange sector and competition policy is being liberalized 
and automatic approval has been introduced for foreign direct 
Investment in all but six minor areas. 

We are confident that Italian industry will take advantage of 
this opening up for the further augmentations of economic and 
commercial linkages between our two countries. 

Excellency, it is indeed a matter of satisfaction for us that 
economic development in India has taken place in a democratic 
framework. 

Our endeavour of maintaining a plural, secular and demo- 
cratic state has, in fact, been a unique experiment in the world. 

We are convinced that freedom and democracy provide the 
strongest bases for peace and prosperity, We will reinain commit- 
ted to these principles in our efforts for fully meeting the rising 
Socio-economic aspirations of the people of our country. 

India today is a victim of cross-border terrorism sponsored by 
Its neighbour. 

Indian remains open to a composite dialogue process with 
Pakistan, However, the only essential ingredient is abjuring of 
violence and cross-border terrorism—principles that are integral to 
the peace process. 

Italy and India have a shared vision of the future of interna- 
tional relations in the 21“ century. This includes the reform of the 
United Nations. 

The United Nations Security Council must be made more 
representative with developing countries, including India, inducted 
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as permanent members to reflect the changes in the UN member- 
ship and today’s political realities. 

On any objective criteria, India’s credentials for permanent 
membership are persuasive. Italy and India should work together 
to advance the process of democratising the Security Council and 
making it more fully representative of the realities of the Pies 
century. 

We look forward to your support in our endeavours to build 
stronger linkages with the European Union that, we are convinced, 
would be mutually beneficial. We strongly believe that the Summit 
with the EU should be institutionalised on an annual basis. 

There is much that India and Italy share-civilisationally and 
historically. These commonalities are millennia old. There is much 
that we can share in the new millennium, especially in terms of 
trade and economic cooperation, and I have no doubt that we shall. 

Both countries are rooted in history that stretched back 
thousands of years; we are both inheritors ofa rich legacy of which 
we can be justifiably proud. Despite cultural differences and the 
geographical distance that separate us, our contacts are not new; 
nor is our relationship of recent vintage. 

History bears witness to extensive commercial relations and 
diplomatic contact between India and the Mediterranean region, 
especially the Roman Empire. Excavations at Pompeii have re- 
vealed traces of Indian art, including an ivory statue of Lakshmi, 
the Indian goddess of wealth and prosperity. The antiquity of these 
finds has been traced back to the first century BC. 

These contacts were established through traders and travel- 
lers. And nourished by interests in each other’s civilisational heri- 
tage and cultural identity. Contacts that were to later open the 
doors to a lasting economic, social and political relationship be- 
tween India and Europe. 

For instance, Fillipo Sassetti, a famous sixteenth century 
Italian trader and intellectual, was the first to write about the 
Sanskrit roots of Latin and Italian in his comparative study to these 
languages. This formed the genesis of path-breaking research by 
Sir William Jones on the common linkages of Indo-European 


languages. 
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These and other studies have revealed India’s contribution to 
Roman, and, indeed, European culture. Words from Sanskrit can 
be found in the Latin dictionary. Many nouns and numerals in Latin 
and Italian owe their origin in Sanskrit, providing a remarkable 
civilisational linkages rarely shared among other countries. 


Weare no doubt proud of India’s contribution to the world of 
literature, art and architecture, But we also acknowledge the 
contribution of others. 

Michelangelo, Leonardo de Vinci and Raphael and names 
that are well known and respected in India. Dante’s immortal work 
forms part of the syllabus in college and university studies. Galileo’s 
life inspires our young. Our history textbooks mention Julius Cae- 
sar, Augustus and Constantine alongside Chandragupta Maurya, 
Ashoka and Akbar. 

Nineteenth century Italian literature reflects certain sensitiv- 
ity towards India that goes beyond philosophy and aims at compre- 
hending the framework and profound values of Indian civilisation. 
Italian author Gaspare Gorresio was the first in Europe to translate 
and publish the Ramayana. Another Italian scholar, Angelo de 
Gubmatis, was the founder of an academic Journal on Indology. 

The commonalities go beyond our shared past; they extent to 
present times, 

We share a tradition of commitment to democratic institu- 
tions, a commitment born of both Italy and India’s hard struggle for 
independence. I recall that during our independence struggle, lead- 
ing lights of your risorgimento (renaissance) and freedom move- 
ment influenced the thinking of India’s nationalist leaders. 

More recent times have seen further strengthening of these 
cultural, political and economic ties. 

Indeed, it is a matter of great satisfaction that during the last 
decade, Italy and India have built upon the foundation of traditional 

friendship and developed a multifaceted relationship anchored in 
trade, scientific cooperation and cultural exchange. 

Now that we have entered a new millennium, India and Italy 
face acommon challenge. How to preserve our history, culture and 
identity in an increasingly globalized society and economy. We also 
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share an opportunity to conquer new frontiers of economic coop- 
eration between India and Italy. 

If we look at the recent history of economic cooperation 
between Indian and Italy, we will find that since India’s indepen- 
dence, a thousand joint ventures were set up. More that half of 
them followed the liberalization of the Indian economy in 1991. 

While Indo-Italian bilateral trade has been growing steadily, 
Italy, has emerged as India’s fourth largest export market in the 
European Union. It is also an important source for meeting some 
essential import needs of India. 

Nonetheless, a two-way trade flow, which is just over $2 
billion, does not represent the potential that exists. It will be a 
challenge for this distinguished group to set an ambitious, but 
realisable target, of taking two-way trade flows to $5 billion by 
2004 and doubling it thereafter over the next 5 years. 

Similarly, total approval for Italian investment to India over 
the last decade has been a modest $13 billion, while realisation has 
been significantly lower. We need to examine ways and means as 
to how Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) from Italy can be substan- 
tially increased and the realisation ratio raised. 

The Indian economy, over the past few years, has been on a 
steady growth course. We have successively achieved GDP growth 
at over six percent and have an ambitious target of crossing seven 
percent over the next few years. Supported by our strong macro- 
fundamentals, structural and sectoral reforms have also continued 
at a rapid pace. 

Our economic reform initiatives cover important sectors of 
India’s economy, particularly infrastructure, financial services and 
public sector undertakings. They also include doing away with 
approvals for foreign investment by putting them on the automatic 
route and adopting measures for enabling Indian industry to meet 
the challenges of globalisation. 

Our market liberalisation strategy offers enormous scope for 
investment from Italy, both in what could be described as the “Old 
Economy” as well as the “New Economy”. 

In the “Old Economy”, the scope for investment is clearly 


, 


pronounced in the area of infrastructure, particularly construction 
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industries like roads, ports and civil construction. There is also 
considerable scope for active participation in our effort to modernise 
our traditional industries like textiles, cement and steel, where you 
have considerable expertise. 


Beyond this, of course, there is the “New Economy” where 
India offers a particularly attractive destination, 

Given our attitudinal disposition and a large pool of skilled 
manpower, we have taken a number of measures to foster knowl- 
edge-based industry. We are determined to become a leading 
power in Information Technology. Reforms in the telecommunica- 
tions sector are moving forward. Laws and regulations truly based 
on convergence would further support these initiatives. Similarly, in 
the area of pharmaceuticals, biotechnology, particularly genome 
research, India provides vast skills and diversities to scale new 
horizons. 

You thus have a wide choice of both the “click” and the 
“brick” economy in which your strengths can be combined with out 
attitudinal skills, manpower and a large diversified industrial base. 

There is yet another area of commonality, which I must 
mention. 

We have not embraced, just like you have not, globalisation 
in a blind manner. We are sequencing the pace of change to suit 
our own needs, particularly in sensitivity to its social, cultural and 
human consequences, so that transitional adjustments are orderly. 

This is particularly so in the area of privatisation and disin- 
vestment where we have many lessons to draw from the Italian 
experience. The transition from a socialist model of growth, which 
We practiced for many decades, to an economy governed primarily 
by market forces, has to be calibrated with care and caution. 

We also need to ensure that the focus of change affects all 
segments of economy and society, and that the social sector does 
not get neglected. Apart from changes in the industrial structure, 
the next few years will see India placing importance on bringing 
about changes in the agriculture and social sectors. 

Indeed, we are focusing attention on areas like rural 
connectivity, drinking water, education, rural sanitation and primary 
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health. These are also areas where private initiative has an important 
role to play. 

In the expanding Indian economy with a well-diversified 
policy of economic liberalization covering different segments of 
industries, the scope for co-operation will be ever increasing. 

As Italy plays an increasingly important role in shaping 
European decisions, India hopes to emerge as an important global 
player. We not only aim at becoming an engine of growth in Asia 
but to also support the globalisation process in other parts of the 
world. Oo 
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Multifaceted India-UK Relations 


The multifaceted India-UK relations have gained resilience, 
maturity and depth over the years. The defining elements of our 
approach to politics and to society are democracy and pluralism. 
Both our countries celebrate the diversity of our multiethnic and 
multicultural societies. 

Our shared perceptions have led to structures forms of co- 
operation in areas ranging from terrorism to drug trafficking, from 
UN peace-keeping to multilateral trade. We agree on the need to 
reform the UN Security Council. We appreciate your support for 
India’s position on this. We have regular Foreign Office consultations. 
We have a Joint Working Group on Counter-terrorism and a 
dialogue on security issues. 

Economic relations play a key role in the bilateral relationship 
and the Indo-British Partnership is an Important catalyst. Trade has 
grown 30% this year to around 5 billion pounds. UK is India’s 
largest trading partner in Europe; it is also the largest cumulative 
investor in India. India has also become the 8" largest investor in 
the UK. We are happy that Indian companies are looking at 
Opportunities to invest in your country; and that over 60% of UK 
visas related to Information Technology go to Indians. 

Our relations are not only a catalogue of politics and economics. 
The recently launched Indian Chair at Oxford University will 
reinforce the tradition of British scholarly interest in India. It is 
good to hear that our Hindi films - now quite widely known as 
Bollywood - are making some impact on British cinema. I was 
Surprised to hear that one-of them was on the top 10 charts in UK. 


From your side, you invented the game of cricket, which has 
become a national obsession in India. 


Banquet Speech in honour of the Prime Minister of United Kingdom, Mr. Tony Blair, 
New Delhi, 7 January 2002 
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The 1.5 million strong community of Indian origin is acquiring 
a growing profile of British society, economy and politics. It remains 
a valuable catalyst in promoting our bilateral co-operation. We see 
that it has also enriched British cultural and cuisine. I am told that 
chicken tikka masala is your national food and curry has become 
a trademark name in British cuisine! 

While we are encouraged by these positive developments, 
there is still much scope for strengthening our commercial, economic 
and cultural interactions. Your visit would impart a fresh momentum 
to the process of identifying and pursuing newer areas of co- 
operation. 

Mr. Prime Minister, your last visit to Delhi was ın the wake 
of the brutal attack on the Jammu & Kashmir State Assembly and 
on the eve of the military action in Afghanistan. Since then, the 
action in Afghanistan has ended satisfactorily. But, the act of terror 
in Srinagar remains unanswered. The subsequent attack on our 
Parliament was an audacious act of provocation. It conveyed to us 
the stark message that we have to crush this terrorism from its 
source, even if we have to do it without outside help. The diplomatic 
measures we have taken against Pakistan flowed directly from this 
assessment. 

We have appreciated your forthright statement and those of 
the UK foreign Secretary, condemning the recent terrorist attacks 
in India and calling upon Pakistan to immediately take action 
against the organisations responsible for them. We hope good 
sense and reason will prevail. 

Mr. Prime Minister, we see eye to eye on this and on other 
major international issues. This is an essential element of our 
strategic relationship with the United Kingdom, which we value. 

Your visit is an important milestone in our bilateral ties. I am 
confident that our two countries continue to cooperate closely to 
meet the challenges and opportunities before us. (m) 
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India and Turkey—Modern Impetus 
to Traditional Ties 


It is great pleasure for me to be here today. I thank the Centre 
for Strategic Research for giving me this opportunity to talk to this 
impressive gathering of Turkish opinion makers. I would like to use 
this occasion to reflect on the contemporary resonances and 
future directions of the India-Turkey partnership. 

India and Turkey have had a rich and diverse historical 
connection. The arrival of the Turkey people in India changed the 
course of our history and let to the brilliant synthesis of Indian and 
Islamic culture. The philosophy of Mevlana Jelatettin Rumi found 
a natural resonance in the Indian sub-continent where tolerance 
and a cosmopolitan approach were already embodied in the sub- 
lime traditions of Sufism and the Bhakti movement. 

There was a close and regular mutual interaction between 
Indian rulers and the Ottoman Empire. The activism and ideology 
of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk made a deep impression on the Indian 
freedom struggle. The people of India watched with great sympa- 
thy the efforts of the Turkish people in freeing their country from 
the grip of imperial power after First World War. 

Turkey's extraordinary success in modemising a traditional 
and conservative society was obviously of consuming interest to a 
newly independent India, which had many similar problems. This 
led to growth of mutual interest in the life and culture of each other. 
Our two great civilisational nations, with no history of conflict or 
contradiction, were well placed to rapidly expand mutually benefi- 
cial ties. 

However, the Cold War intervened, with its distorting equa- 
tions. Indo-Turkish relations did not achieve their potential. There 


Address to the Centre for Strategic Research, Ankara, 18 September 2003 
CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


BILATERAL TIES 121 


was a period of few decades in the last century, when the vibrancy 
of our contacts and the dyanmism of our interaction were some- 
what more subdued. 

The process of rediscovery began again in the mid-eighties of 
the last century and, since then, we have progressed in a steady 
forward direction, although in somewhat incremental fashion. 

History is always an inspiration, but it is contemporary rel- 
evance, which sustains and strengthens international relationships 
in today’s globalised world. As post-Cold War India and Turkey 
look at each other across a vast Asian landmass, they see that the 
cultural affinities of the past have been reinforced by new political 
convergencies and economic complementaries. It is these that I 
discussed today with Prime minister Erdogan, as we attempted to 
chart out the blueprint of the India-Turkish partnership for the 
coming decades. 

We have some obvious shared strengths and commonalities, 
which are valuable in today’s world: 

* Both our countries are secular in our philosophy and demo- 
cratic in our institutions. 

+ The will of our peoples in embodied in the supremacy of our 
Parliaments. 

+ Our populations are enlightened and forward-looking. 

e Both of us have free and vibrant media. 

e Our economies are growing at a fast rate. 

These commonalities lead to many obvious convergences of 
interests and objectives. I will particularly emphasise six of them 
today. 

First, terrorism, which is unquestionably the highest priority 
on the international agenda. I come here with fresh memories of 
brutal terrorist actions recently carried out in various parts of India. 
Both Turkey and India have been victims of terrorism well before 
9/11. We have common perspectives on this issue. We agree that 
there can be no double standards in identifying or fighting terror- 
ism. We do not accept the dangerous logic of “root causes” as 
excuses for inaction against terrorism. Today, the world faces the 
real and frightening danger of weapons of mass destruction falling 
into the hands of terrorists. We agree that strong international 
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cooperation is needed to tackle this problem. Turkey and India 
have collaborated with each other at international fora on combat- 
ing terrorism. We can expand this cooperation and give it greater 
practical shape. For this purpose, we have set up a Joint Working 
Group on Terrorism, which will also forge closer cooperation 
between the security and law enforcement agencies of our two 
countries. 

Second, as we look beyond terrorism, we recognise our 
common stake in the development of a just and equitable interna- 
tional order. We need to ensure that all countries play their de- 
served role in the emergence of a cooperative multi-polar world 
order, in which their interests and aspirations are given due consid- 
eration. Mulilateral Institutions have recently come under consid- 
erable criticism and strain. Many of them have become ineffective, 
while others have virtually been paralysed. Most Importantly, the 
functioning of the United Nations and its various agencies has been 
less than optimal. India and Turkey can work together for the 
reform of these institutions to make them more relevant and 
responsive to today’s world realities. 

Third, as developing economies, India and Turkey have a 
natural interest in seeing a more equitable spread in the benefits 
from free trade in goods and services. With our large rural popu- 
lations, we are particularly interested in removing distortions and 
inequities in the regime for exports of agricultural commodities. 
The failure of Cancun WTO Ministerial Meeting summit illustrates 
that those who lecture us on immediate sacrifices for long-term 
gains are not willing to follow their own lecture us on immediate 
scarifies for long-term gains are not willing to follow their own 
prescriptions. If developing countries are to hold out for a more 
open and non-discriminatory global trade regime, India and Turkey 
should coordinate their positions with other like-minded countries. 
We can also work together on other key global issues like the 
environment and sustainable development. 

Fourth, economic development is crucial for our people. It is 
in this area that we need to devote maximum attention. Turkey has 
State-of-the-art expertise in infrastructure construction and devel- 
opment. India is undertaking several ambitious infrastructure de- 
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velopment project, including the biggest highway project in the 
world-the construction of 13,000 kilometers of four-lane roads 
across the length and breadth of our vast country. Clearly, coop- 
eration in this sector has great promise for our future cooperation. 
There are virtually an uncountable number of other such comple- 
mentary strengths of our two economies, including power, telecom, 
tourism, health and education. We have to aggressively seek them 
out to be aware of them and to exploit them. 

Fifth, both our countries have attached great importance to 
science & technology as important catalysts of their development 
process. Technology drives the knowledge economy, which is at 
the heart of the globalisation process. It also accelerates the 
transition from one stage of development to the next. India and 
Turkey have global scientific traditions. It is natural that we should 
enhance our linkages in this area. India’s growing strengths in 
agriculture, Information Technology, biotechnology, space sciences 
and civilian nuclear power are well recognised. Companies around 
the world are outsourcing their research to Indian laboratories and 
institutions. India is also emerging as a world-class centre for 
health care. 

Collaboration in these areas can be a significant force mul- 
tiplier for our economic cooperation. We have to pursue it with a 
sense of purpose. 

Sixth, and certainly not the least, there is an important role, 
which India and Turkey can play in maintaining regional peace and 
stability. We do not share physical borders, but we do have a vast 
common extended neighbourhood-in Central Asia, West Asia and 
the Gulf. It is of even greater significance that, while our interests 
overlap in this area, nowhere do they clash. We are already 
building partnership in the regions of mutual interest. Indian and 
Turkish companies are collaborating on the construction of an oil 
pipeline in Central Asia and in the prospecting for oil in North 
Africa. i 

We are in the process of building a more comprehensive 
dialogue architecture, which would enable regular exchanges of 
views and perspectives, and coordination of action on matters of 
mutual concem. One needs only to glance at a map of Asia to see 
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that there are areas of common concer, developments of shared 
interest and projects of mutual advantage where India and Turkey 
could act together. Prime Minister Erdogan and I have decided that 
our Foreign Minister will meet more regularly, and our other 
Ministers would also keep in touch. This would ensure that we 
remain aware at all times of the opportunities for cooperation in 
bilateral, regional or global subjects. 

I have only outlined the promise, which the India-Turkish 
relationship holds out for our two peoples in this 21" century. It is 
a practical vision, based on objective realities. As Turkey and India 
step forward together, it would be a cooperation of two civilisations, 
gaining from their ancient wisdom, building on their current strengths, 
and driven by their common objectives. Enhanced engagement 
between India and Turkey is in the interests of regional and global 
peace and cooperation. 

We have had such opportunities before for coming together 
more closely. In a fast moving world, opportunities do not linger. 
We should seize this moment and move swiftly to implement the 
decisions that have been taken during this visit of mine. 

Addressing the task of Turkish nation-building over 70 years 
ago, Kemal Ataturk urged that action should be taken, not accord- 
ing to the lax mentality of past centuries, but as per the speed and 
movement of the current century. That exhortation seems just as 
valid in the context of India-Turkey cooperation. o 
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Resolving the Iraq Crisis 


The situation relating to Iraq has been rapidly evolving over 
the past few weeks. India has consistently stood for a peaceful 
resolution of the Iraq issue. The peace and prosperity of the Gulf 
is of vital interest to India given our long standing political, cultural 
economic ties with the countries of the region. There are over 3.5 
million Indians working in the Gulf, whose welfare is of great 
concern to us. Their remittances are an important source of foreign 
exchange for the country. Over 60 percent of India’s crude oil 
imports are sourced from the region. The Gulf countries have also 
emerged as important destinations for our exports. 

India recognises the validity of the unanimous decision of the 
UN Security Council in its Resolution 1441, which provides for the 
disarmament of Iraq and also reaffirms the sovereignty and terri- 
torial integrity of Iraq, Kuwait and the neighbouring States. Reso- 
lution 1441 provides a stringent regime of inspections designed to 
meet the international community’s desire that Weapons of Mass 
Destruction are eliminated from Iraq. We believe that Iraq must 
cooperate actively with the inspection process and comply fully 
with all relevant Security Council Resolutions. If the pace of this 
cooperation had been quicker, it may have enabled UNMOVIC 
and IAEA to certify to the UN Security Council that Iraq was in 
full compliance of Resolution 1441. 

The work of the inspectors is continuing in Iraq. The Security 
Council should decide on what further action needs to be taken. 
The international community must take a very careful look both at 
the objective of achieving Iraq’s full compliance with UN resolu- 
tions and at the means to be adopted to reach this goal. This can 
best be achieved by a collective decision through the United 


Statement in both Houses of Parliament on the situation relating to Iraq, New Delhi, 


12 March 2003 
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Nations. If permitting more time and formulation of clearer criteria 
can facilitate a decision within the UN framework, we believe this 
option should be given a chance. We hope that the members of the 
Security council will harmonise their positions to ensure that its 
final decision enhances the legitimacy and credibility of the United 
Nations. Ifunilateralism prevails, the U.N. would be deeply scarred, 
with disastrous consequences for the world order. The Govern- 
ment of India would strongly urge that no military action be taken, 
which does not have the collective concurrence of the international 
community. 

India has voiced its concern on various occasions about the 
difficult humanitarian situation in Iraq. The Iraqi people have 
suffered severe shortages and hardships for over a decade. We 
have consistently stated that if Iraq complies fully with the provi- 
sions of relevant Security Council resolutions, then sanctions against 
that country should be lifted. 

While we sincerely hope, in the interest of all humanity, that 
the matter can be resolved peacefully through the United Nations, 
my Government has drawn up contingency plans to deal with any 
eventuality. There are less than 50 Indian nationals in Iraq at 
present and they have all been advised to leave the country in the 
coming days. It is unlikely that there would be any large scale 
dislocation of the Indian communities in the neighbouring countries 
on a possible outbreak of hostilities. Nevertheless the Ministry of 
Civil Aviation has drawn up plans to evacuate Indians, if necessary. 
The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas has taken steps to 
shore up our inventories of crude oil, while no major dislocation to 


meet a higher crude oil import bill if prices continue to rise in the 
short run. o 
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India and ASEAN—Shared Perspectives 


The theme of shared perspectives between India and ASEAN 
should be self-evident. History, geography, and economics have 
provided compelling logic for unity of purpose and action between 
us. Yet, roughly 50 years after India and the ASEAN countries 
attained their independence, we are discussing a subject, which 
should now have been accepted wisdom. 

The most basic historical factor, which unites us is civilisational 
bond formed from the strands of spiritualism, culture and com- 
merce The cross-fertilization of our human experiences was not 
through conquest or domination, but through a meeting of minds 
Evidence of this confluence between India and Southeast Asia 
abounds in the art, architecture, language and culture of every 
ASEAN country. 

We are conscious that in the first few decades after our 
independence, we did not attain the full promise of our relationship. 
Our cultural and civilisational bonds remained firm. But, the full 
scope of our partnership was constrained by divergences in eco- 
nomic ideology, political outlook and security assumptions, which 
the Cold War imposed on us. 

Today, we can say with great satisfaction that these artificial 
wrinkles have been ironed out. We also have a number of addi- 
tional objective factors, which assure us that the complementarities 
between us today are both stronger and more enduring. 

The Cold War moulds have been broken, and this has enabled 
us to strengthen our links without ideological barriers. India be- 
came a sectoral dialogue partner of ASEAN in 1992, full dialogue 
partner in 1995, and member of the ASEAN Regional Forum in 


1996. 


‘Address to the Insitute of Diplomatic and Foreign Relations on “India and ASEAN - 
Shared Perspectives” Kuala Lumpur, 16 May 2001 
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Over the last few years, we in India have consciously fo- 
cussed on rejuvenation of our ties with the countries of ASEAN. 
This came to be known as our “Look East” policy. But, even as we 
looked east, ASEAN moved west. The admission of new countries 
brought ASEAN literally to India’s doors. From a maritime neighbour, 
ASEAN became our close neighbour with a land border of nearly 
1,600 kilometers. This has added a new dimension to India-ASEAN 
relations. 

Asian countries are today at the forefront of developing and 
introducing cutting edge technologies into their economies. We are 
in the very epicenter of the knowledge Revolution. This provides 
us with a major opportunity to overcome our historical disabilities 
and to compress the time gap between successive levels of devel- 
opment. Each of our countries has achieved expertise and even 
dominance in certain areas of technology. It is crucial that we 
should cooperate in exploiting the synergies between us, rather 
than certain areas of technology. It is crucial that we should 
cooperate in exploiting the synergies between us, rather than 
duplicating capacities or undercutting each other A link up between 
some of India’s software sectors with hardware capabilities of 
Southeast Asian countries is only one example. There should be 
many other possibilities, which we need to explore. 

India is now launching the second generation of its economic 
reforms, seeking to reach the benefits of the new technologies and 
new opportunities of globalisation to its entire population. The 
immediate requirement for this is infrastructural support in the form 
of communications, roads, ports and power. These are areas of 
strength and expertise in the ASEAN countries and we look 
forward to their participation in these infrastructure projects in 
India. The security of India and that of ASEAN are closely 
interlinked. We believe that a multi-polar world order would pro- 
vide the best guarantee of equal security for all states. We respect 
the status of Southeast Asia as a nuclear Weapons Free Zone and, 
as a nuclear weapon state, we are willing convert this recognition 
in to a de jure commitment. 

For decades after its independence, India has been 
campaigning for unclear disarmament. Instead, much of the world 
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went along with a discriminatory NPT, which preserved the right 
to nuclear weaponization of a few countries, even while keeping 
the rest in a permanently disarmed condition. The nuclear weapon 
states showed no intention of implementing Article VI of the treaty, 
which committed them to nuclear disarmament in a phased manner. 

Unfortunately, non-nuclear states effectively connived with 
them by subscribing, in 1995, to on indefinite extension of this 
hopelessly flawed treaty. India had then to draw its own conclu- 
sions. Three years ago, we decided to conduct nuclear tests, based 
on an objective evaluation of our security environment, and to 
create for India the necessary strategic autonomy and space. In 
doing so, we did not violate any treaty, agreement or understanding 
to which we were party. 

There is better understanding in the world today of our 
decision to maintain a minimum credible nuclear deterrent. We 
have declared a unilateral moratorium on underground explosive 
` tests. We have a declared policy of no first use, and a commitment 
never to use nuclear weapons against non-nuclear states. We have 
proved that India is neither a proliferation threat nor an exporter of 
sensitive nuclear or missile technology. This cannot be said to be 
true of all parties to the NPT. Our approach is further underpinned 
by our abiding commitment to the goal of a nuclear weapon-free 
world. 

Weare conscious of the striving for a new security structure 
in the world, moving away from obsolete Cold War constructs. We 
are engaged in a process of dialogue and consultation with our 
friends and partners to help shape a new security environment free 
of confrontation and tension. Our security dialogue with ASEAN 
can also include this theme. 

The nature of the Global Village has made it necessary to 
take even non-military issues of security in a comprehensive 
manner. Our region lies along side sea lanes of great strategic 
importance, which need to be protected. Poverty and shortages of 
food and energy threaten the stability of societies Population 
growth and the spread of diseases like AIDS and TB are factors 
of deep concern. Environmental degradation and cyber crime are 
relatively newer concerns. 
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There can be no effective solution to these problems within 
national boundaries. They have to be tackled through a cooperative 
approach, holistically and regionally. The security dialogue be- 
tween India and ASEAN is therefore, of utmost importance. 

Threats like religious extremism, drug trafficking, money 
laundering and terrorism have cast a dark shadow over our region. 
India has been a victim of state-sponsored and cross-border terror- 
ism seeking to redraw national boundaries. Such violence in the 
name of holy war is a grave menace especially to pluralistic 
societies and endangers a peaceful and civilised global order. 

India and ASEAN are on the same side of the socio-eco- 
nomic divide in the debate on globalisation. Opening up our national 
economies to global markets cannot become a mantra at the cost 
of equitable development and sccial justice. The passion for rapid 
globalisation should be tempered by compassion for its unintended 
victims. 

The financial and economic crisis in this region in 1997 vividly 
demonstrated how volatile capital flows could threaten the very 
existence of even vibrant economies. The recovery process of 
various countries has also shown that external prescriptions for 
economic measures or the pace of reform do not necessarily 
guarantee economic recovery or political stability. 

We need to draw appropriate lessons from these experiences 
so that developing economies do not remain vulnerable to 
destabilisation or stagnation froma headlong rush into globalisation. 
During our discussions, Prime Minister Mahathir and I agreed on 
the urgent need for an early reform of the international financial 
architecture. 

Eight months ago, speaking in the US Congress, I had pro- 
posed a global dialogue for development. This call was prompted 
by our concern that some of the most vital issues of development 
and poverty alleviation are in danger of prompted by our concern 
that some of the most vital issues of development and poverty 
alleviation are in danger of getting marginalised in our hurry to 

introduce new regime in trade, investment and intellectual property. 
I believe such a dialogue should include in its ambit such impedi- 
ments to development as the intemational financial architecture 
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and the imposition of impossibly harsh timetables for globalisation. 

Our Economic engagement with ASEAN will also be based 
on these perspectives. We seek a dialogue bilaterally and multilat- 
erally with countries of the region to harmonise our positions on key 
issues of development, trade and investment and environment. 

Our outlook is entirely in harmony with the high-resolution 
road map of development priorities and regional integration, which 
was drawn up in the Hanoi Plan of Action and its Vision Twenty 
Twenty (2020). We follow the same logic in exploring the possible 
linkages between the ASEAN Free Trade Area and India to 
increase trade and investment flows in directions, which would 
promote growth and development. 

Thus, we have an impressive catalogue of congruences in 
outlook and platform for joint action. 

India already has a fruitful annual dia‘ngue with the European 
Union at the Summit level. We consider it in the mutual interest of 
both ASEAN and India that we have a similar institution. If we 
could intensify our interaction and synchronize our actions in world 
fora, we can together form a formidable force working for global 
peace and security, equable economic development and social 
justice. 

It is an ambitious agenda. But we have the collective strength 
to implement it. What we need is the political will and highest level 
commitment to a sincere, frank and comprehenisive India-ASEAN 
dialogue This vision must also find a way to be exprecsed through 
instruments commensurate with its historic and grand sweep. My 
government stands ready to work towards the realisation of this 
vision. o 
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India and ASEAN Forging 
New Alliances 


It is a great pleasure to be with you this morning for this first 
India-ASEAN Business Summit. It is a valuable forum for 
networking and exchange of business experiences between policy 
makers and business leaders from ASEAN and India. This 
interaction, both here and in Hyderabad, should contribute important 
inputs for the India-ASEAN Summit in Cambodia, Just over two 
weeks from now. 

Economic co-operation is a crucial pillar of the India-ASEAN 
relationship. As in the case of the India-European Union dialogue, 
I believe that the Business Summit should become a traditional 
curtain raiser for the India-ASEAN Summit. ASEAN already has 
a long tradition of industry-government partnerships. We should 
inject such joint endeavours also into the India-ASEAN relationship. 

There is impressive representation from business and industry 
of all the ASEAN countries. The fact that so many of you have 
taken time off from your busy schedules to be here, speaks 
volumes for the commitment to India-ASEAN economic relations 
in ASEAN business and governments. 

India and Southeast Asia have shared much in centuries past. 
The varied history of our interaction has permeated our societies 
and enriched our cultures. This includes a rich sea-faring tradition, 
which brought us in close contact through trade. 

In more recent times, our paths diverged as we followed 
different models for development. The Cold War also cast a long 
shadow. We remained friendly neighbours, but with differing political 
outlooks and economic orientations. 

The passing of the Cold War and the launch of India’s 


Inaugural address at the First India-ASEAN Business Summit, New Delhi, 17 October 
2002 
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economic reforms about a decade ago, dramatically altered this 
picture. We have developed a common interest in a multi-polar, 
plural world. Our political dialogue and economic interaction have 
intensified. India became a sectorial dialogue partner of ASEAN 
in 1992, full dialogue partner in 1995, and a member of the ASEAN 
Regional Forum in 1996. The commencement of regular Summit- 
level India-ASEAN dialogue next month will be a new watershed 
in this growing relationship. 

India’s geographical proximity to ASEAN is often not grasped 
fully. We have maritime borders with Thailand and Indonesia. Our 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands are very close to some ASEAN 
countries. In recent years, with the expansion of ASEAN, we have 
moved even closer. We now share a land border of about 1600 
kilometers with ASEAN in Myanmar. 

It is often said that the 21st century will be the Asian century. 
This is not mere rhetoric. The centre of gravity of the world is 
shifting gradually, but decisively, towards the Asia-Pacific. In one 
form or the other, Asia is set to dominate the politics and economics 
of this century. 

We have a sound, objective basis for this belief in Asia’s 
future. Asia has the population numbers and the market sizes. It 
has a growing number of urban centers with world-class 
infrastructure. Fundamentally, however, it is Asia’s human capital, 
which is the core reason for this optimism. Our rapidly expanding 
middle classes boast a wealth of professional skills, scientific talent, 
and abundant business enterprise. The skills and work ethic of our 
industrial workers is legendary. 

Asia’s strengths are evident in the new economy. Our countries 
missed the Industrial Revolution, because many of us were under 
colonial domination at that time. But we are today at the forefront 
of the Knowledge Revolution. From information technology to 
genetics, from pure science to biotechnology, Asian professionals 
and scientists have won worldwide respect. Our proficiency in the 
knowledge-based economy has given us the unique opportunity to 
accelerate our progress and to catch up with the developed countries 
in a foreseeable timeframe. 

India and ASEAN have a historic opportunity today to promote 
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this process to mutual benefit by exploiting the synergies between 
them. 


Trade is the backbone of any economic relationship. Our 
two-way trade of less than 10 billion dollars does not do justice to 
our population of one and a half billion people producing a trillion 
and a half dollars worth of goods and services annually. Our 
businesses need greater awareness of opportunities. The two-way 
flow of information has to be accelerated. This requires active 
relations between our chambers of commerce, and regular 
exchanges of business delegations. 

Over the past decade, ASEAN has made rapid progress 
towards internal integration through the ASEAN Free Trade Area. 
There are other existing and potential regional arrangements in 
Asia-Pacific. I believe India and ASEAN have a mutual interest 
in the working towards beneficial preferential and free trade 
arrangements. We need to look at conventional, as well as innovative 
mechanisms, to promote economic integration. India is already 
committed to reducing its peak tariff rates to East Asian levels 
within the next three years. We are continuously introducing 
measures for improving market access, harmonisation of standards 
and simplification of documents. We seek reciprocal measures 
from our partners. We see a Regional Trade and Investment Area 
as a near-term objective of India-ASEAN economic relations. 


The present global economic slowdown provides an immediate 
context for our closer regional integration. The western economies 
which have been the mainstay of Asia’s foreign investment and 
export-led growth today face uncertain prospects of recovery in 
the near future. Meanwhile, India continues on an uninterrupted 
growth trajectory averaging an economic growth of about six 
percent. We should, therefore, build on the complementarities 
between the Indian and ASEAN economies. This can also cushion 
us against the impact of a downturn in external markets. 

Each of our countries has achieved expertise and even 
dominance in certain areas of technology. It is crucial that we 


cooperate by complementing our respective strengths, rather than 
undercutting each other. 
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By pursuing these objectives, India and ASEAN can become 
mutually reinforcing engines of growth and development. 

Our countries have benefited from the vast expansion of 
trade, investment and economic cooperation in the wake of 
globalisation. But we also note its uneven benefits, among and 
within nations. Globalisation cannot be sustained as a one-way 
quest for developing country markets by the products and capital 
of the developed world. We need greater equity and a larger share 
of the fruits of globalisation for developing countries. These socio- 
economic goals can be promoted through sub-regional cooperation 
which pays special attention to the needs of less developed areas 
in a region. In this context, India attaches the greatest importance 
to the Initiative for ASEAN integration. We have launched human 
resource development programmes in Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar 
and Vietnam under this initiative. We would be happy to expand 
into more development projects in these countries. Specifically, we 
have offered our assistance for a communications network involving 
highways, railways, river navigation and port facilities. 

It is with the same perspectives that India has supported 
Mekong-Ganga Cooperation bringing together Cambodia, Laos, 
Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam and India. We are also implementing 
another sub-regional initiative for a road link connecting India, 
Myanmar and Thailand. 

Inall these projects, there is scope for participation by private 
business, along with the governments. 

India has also consistently supported such cooperative 
ventures to promote development with SAARC. Although we 
have been foiled in this effort by unrelated political obstacles, we 
are now focussing our attention on sub-regional cooperation within 
SAARC, as well as regional and sub-regional cooperation with 
groupings like ASEAN. The sub-continental size of India’s market 
and the wealth of its resources make it a credible economic partner 
for regional and sub-regional organisations. 

One of the strengths of the economic bonds between India 
and ASEAN is that investment flows have been in both directions. 
Whereas India’s links with Europe and America have been mainly 
as a recipient of investment, Indians have been investing in South- 
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east Asia over the past four decades. Indian or Indian-origin 
entrepreneurs today own the world’s largest palm oil refinery in 
Malaysia, one of the largest carbon black manufacturing units in 
Thailand and a number of large textile units in Indonesia. These 
examples could be multiplied. All these investments took place well 
before India’s economic liberalization in the nineties. The pace of 
Indian investment in ASEAN is poised to increase rapidly with our 
liberal policy framework combined with the obvious advantages of 
the ASEAN Free Trade Area. 

A major pillar of the economic success of several ASEAN 
countries is their excellent infrastructure. In power, urban municipal 
services, airports and roads, ASEAN countries are well-equipped 
and their companies globally competitive. India’s relative weakness 
in this sphere provides a further complimentarity between us. I am 
happy that this Summit will pay special attention to identifying 
opportunities of mutual interest in this sector. 

I would like to briefly dwell on the future direction of India’s 
economic reforms. Very recently, while talking to the European 
business community, I had referred to the current fashion of 
comparing economies to creatures like dragon, tigers and elephants. 
Like an elephant, the Indian economy may be somewhat slow to 
gather momentum but when it does so, it is unstoppable and 
irreversible. I assured our European business friends that such 
hiccups as they may see in our liberalization process, are only the 
democratic process of reconciling divergences and achieving 
consensus. Our reform process continues to target high growth 
with balanced and equitable development. Our ambitious GDP 
growth target of 8% exhorts us to stay on this path. There can be 
no looking back. 

l would also.likeé to assure my ASEAN business friends that 
we are making every effort to make our policies more investor 
friendly, using e-governance to tackle the problems of cumbersome 
procedure, paper work and bureaucracy. We hope a transformation 
will soon be evident. 

My remarks today would not be complete without a reference 
to the barbaric terrorist act in Bali last week. This inhuman act calls 
for the harshest condemnation. Your Summit also cannot ignore the 
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negative impact of such terrorist acts on business climate in the 
affected country and in the region. 

I had the pleasure of visiting Bali last year and of savouring 
its unique cultural charm. Our hearts go out to the shockingly large 
number of innocent tourists and local people, who perished in the 
bomb attack. We in India have been the victims of such terrorism 
for a long time. 

Governments alone cannot effectively fight this grave danger 
to world peace and human civilisation. The time has come to broad 
base the struggle against terrorism and religious extremism. The 
business community in India and the ASEAN region will have to 
play an active role in this struggle. 

The diversity and openness of our societies are the proud 
features of both India and ASEAN. We are home to major 
religions of the world, and accommodate diverse ethnic, cultural, 
artistic and spiritual traditions. We must preserve this precious 
heritage of pluralism. Ithelps us to mediate conflict with compassion, 
understanding and democratic dialogue. Needless to add, this 
unique ability of our societies also has obvious economic and 
business spin-offs. Let us tum this shared heritage into a strong 
weapon against terrorism and the mindset that breeds it. o 
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India and ASEAN: Exploring 
New Complementaries 


Last year, I had expressed the hope that this Business Sum- 
mit could become a traditional curtain raiser for the annual India- 
ASEAN Summit of Heads of State and Government. It is gratify- 
ing that this event has had such a good response from ASEAN 
countries and is co-sponsored by our apex bodies of trade and in- 
dustry, 

The past year has woven a number of important new strands 
into the fabric of the India-ASEAN partnership: 

* We have launched new cooperation programmes in science & 
technology, transport and infrastructure, information technol- 
ogy, biotechnology and human resources development. 

* Cooperative projects for the C.L.M.V. countries are under 
preparation or implementation under the India-ASEAN fund. 

* We have also made remarkable progress towards a Frame- 
work Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Cooperation 
between India and ASEAN, Just yesterday, our Economic 
Ministers reached agreement on the text to be signed at the 
Bali Summit. India has offered to negotiate an Early Harvest 
Programme, identifying fast track measures for economic 
cooperation and trade promotion. In this category, we have 
also offered unilateral tariff concessions to the C.L.M.V. 
countries. 

To corporate India, let me say that such efforts are a major 
vote of confidence in the new Strength, resilience and global com- 
petitiveness of Indian industry. 

India’s sub-regional and bilateral cooperation with ASEAN 
countries are also reinforcing strands. 


Inaugural address at the second India-ASEAN Bussiness Summit, 4 September 2003 
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BIMST-EC provides a valuable link between South Asia and 
our two close neighbours in Southeast Asia. We are working to- 
wards a Free Trade Arrangement within this organisation, which 
will meet at the summit level early next year to give a decisive 
impetus ww our cooperation. 

The Mekong-Ganga Cooperation provides a framework for 
closer cultural and peopie-to-people links between the people of 
the ancient lands bound by these two great Asian rivers, which 
have created rich and majestic civilisations. 

There have been new initiatives in trade and investment link- 
ages with Singapore and Thailand; and new bilateral programmes 
with Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. 

Your meetings here offer a unique opportunity for Indian and 
ASEAN business leaders to expand existing relationships, forge 
new partnerships, and identify new areas of collaboration by creat- 
ing new synergies. The vast natural resources, vibrant markets, 
diverse technologies and human talents of India and ASEAN can 
be mobilised for greater mutual benefit. Your interaction should 
seek to flesh out these opportunities and provide inputs to the Bali 
summit, which can guide the joint economic decisions of our gov- 
emments. 

With this perspective, I would like to share with you a few 
thoughts on India-ASEAN complementarities. 

Trade and investment are the basic building blocks of the In- 
dia-ASEAN relationship. India-ASEAN trade now exceeds 10 bil- 
lion dollars, but it has barely scratched the surface of its potential. 
We must aim high, and target a turnover of 15 billion dollars over 
the next two years, and 30 billion dollars by 2007. 

Companies from ASEAN countries are participating in India’s 
ambitious infrastructure development programme. We have a pri- 
ority programme for a vast network of highways throughout india. 
We welcome investment and technological inputs in the 
modernisation and expansion of our major airports and ports. India 
has committed 12.5 billion dollars in this fiscal year alone for devel- 
opment of national highways, airports, ports and convention cen- 
tres. There are obvious opportunities for ASEAN in these infra- 
structure projects. 
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India’s telecom sector is rapidly expanding. We are carrying 
out major reforms in the power sector. Some ASEAN businesses 
have already availed of these opportunities. 

India can share with ASEAN its expertise in space technol- 
ogy for developmental applications, like natural resources mapping, 
flood forecasting and hydrology. We can expand this cooperation to 
the manufacture and launched of number satellites, both for itself 
and for other countries. We can offer this service to ASEAN 
countries, at considerably less cost than what they incur at present. 

As I had mentioned to ASEAN leaders at our first Summit in 
Cambodia, the strength of the India-ASEAN investment linkages is 
in their two-way flows. Indian companies have invested in textiles, 
chemicals, pharmaceuticals and agro-industries in Southeast Asian 
countries. More recently, we have invested in Vietnam and Myanmar 
in oil and gas equity. 

We are now promoting greater Indian investment in ASEAN 
to benefit from thé ASEAN Free Trade Area and to access other 
Asia-Pacific markets. Indian companies are also looking for more 
opportunities in the energy sector, both for exploration and for re- 
tailing petroleum and petroleum products. 

We should invest more among ourselves, without compromis- 
ing on international standards of safety and efficiency. We also 
need to find new sources of financing both to reduce costs of our 
investment and to supplement our savings and foreign exchange 
reserves. The “Asian Bonds” initiative of the Prime Minister of 
Thailand is therefore a timely initiative, which India has supported. 
We have pledged a contribution of 1 billion dollars to the Fund. If 
widely supported and wisely operated, this scheme can provide 

long term stability to our financial instruments, ensure better re- 
tums on our investments and fuel faster economic growth. 

Today’s Asia owes its economic resurgence largely to its 
strength in the knowledge based industries. Asian scientists and 
experts have proved their worth all over the world. With a com- 
paratively younger populations base, Asia will have to take on an 
increasing proportion of future global research and development 
activity. We must prepare for it by developing the necessary infra- 
structure in the coming decades. 
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We have to convert more of our institutions into international 
centres of excellence. This is already happening to some extent. 
India’s IITs have received recognition throughout the world. 
Singapore has created such centres for biotechnology and various 
other sciences. Malaysia, Indonesia and Thailand are also promot- 
ing centres of excellence in specific areas. We have to share our 
experiences to mutually reinforce these efforts. 

Education, training and human resources development are the 
pillars for the future economic growth of Asia. It is in the commer- 
cial interest of business and industry to strengthen these pillars. 

We need more effective partnership between governments 
and businesses in scientific research and commercialisation of new 
technologies. It is a fact of modern economics that moving up the 
value chain requires constant innovation and cutting edge research. 

We recognise the successes of ASEAN countries in innova- 
tive lab-to-farm techniques for upgrading agro-products. Joint In- 
dia-ASEAN efforts can multiply such examples of increasing prof- 
itability of commercial applications for specific market requirements. 
Our centres of academic and research excellence can therefore 
form a network of collaborative effort to benefit our economies. 

Globalisation and communications technologies have shrunk 
distances, but they have not made geography irrelevant. India and 
ASEAN are neighbours. We have not yet exploited this favourable 
geographical fact to full economic advantage. To do this, we must 
upgrade our transport linkages. 

Work has started on a trilateral highway project linking Thai- 
land, Myanmar and India. This highway could further link up with 
the existing road networks in ASEAN. Under the Mekong-Ganga 
Cooperation, we are also looking at a New Delhi to Hanoi rail link. 
We have to improve air connectivity with all major ASEAN cities. 
These projects, when realised, would provide affordable transport 
links for large-scale India-ASEAN interaction. 

In the modern era, business is not only about exchanges of 
goods or investments. It is as much about services, which consti- 
tute an increasingly important share of our economies. We should 
focus much more on tourism, entertainment, media and culture. 
The collaborative potential of tourism and entertainment remains 
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largely unexplored. 

We need to promote an intermingling of the rich cultural tradi- 
tions of Southeast Asia and India, which trace their origins to a 
common source. This would not only enrich our interaction, but 
also enable us to jointly project our cultural and civilisation achieve- 
ments to the rest of the world. 

This Business Summit is being held on the eve of the Cancun 
Ministerial Review meeting on the WTO negotiations. All of us are 
painfully aware that the development dimension of the Doha Round 
is not receiving sufficient attention. We try to highlight the asym- 
metries and imbalances in the multilateral trade agreements, but 
keep getting side-tracked into non-trade related issues. We are find- 
ing that the Doha Agenda negotiations are a two-track process, 
with our concerns always on the slower track. 

Itisin the hands of ASEAN, Indiaand other developing countries 
to arrest this trend. We have to insist that the multilateral trading 
regime takes into account the genuine concerns of the not-so-rich 
countries for the welfare and livelihood of billions of their citizens. 

Agriculture is one such issue that affects not just the econom- 
ics, but also the society and politics of all our countries. With mil- 
lions in our countries dependent on agriculture, we have a vital 
stake in achieving outcomes in conformity with the interest of our 
people. India and some ASEAN countries, together with a number 
of other countries, have taken some important initiatives, which 
should gain further momentum as we approach Cancun. 

India and ASEAN also have common concems on Singapore 
issues and on non-agricultural market access. We have recently 
put behind us the contentious issues of TRIPS and Public Health. 
We hope the same permeates through other negotiations on the 
Doha Agenda. The issue of transfer technology to the developing 
countries from the developed countries requires equal attention. 

In the sectors I have touched upon, there ean be tremendous 
value-addition from the proactive participation ofbusinessand industry. 
Public-private partnership are engines of growthand developmentin 
today’s globalising world. The India-ASEAN engagement canalso 
profit from dynamic government-industry linkages. I hope your 
interactions and networking here will serve this larger cause. Oo 
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India and Indonesia — 
Strengthening the Traditional Ties 


It gives me immense pleasure to be in Indonesia. I am deeply 
touched by the warmth of the reception that you have accorded me 
and my delegation. The Indian people reciprocate the affectionate 
sentiments which you have expressed. I also bring you cordial Id 
greetings and best wishes for the Millennium from the people of 
India. 

Excellency, our two countries enjoy a close proximity not only 
in a literal sense, but also in a more profound sense. We share a 
maritime boundary with less than 100 kilometres separating our 
island of Nicobar from northern Sumatra. A cross pollination of 
civilisations and cultures has bequeathed us a unique shared heritage. 

We have also shared many of the concerns which dominated 
the political consciousness of developing countries for much of the 
last half century. It was from the soil of Indonesia that the Bandung 
Declaration of 1955 articulated the solidarity of the developing 
world against imperialism, colonialism and racism. The Non-Aligned 
Movement was the child of the Badung consensus. The major 
success of the Non-aligned Movement lies in the protection of the 
sovereignty of the newly independent countries. 

This struggle of the developing world must go on, with priority 
to economic and social development. The 20" century may have 
settled the major political contradictions which emerged from the 
Second World War. But the end of Cold war has brought to the 
forefront new economic dilemmas. 

The problems of poverty and unemployment continue to deny 
economic freedom to a large number of our peoples. Globalization 
and the information revolution have eroded national boundaries 


Banquet Speech, Jakarta, 10 January 2001 
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and, postulated èn economic liberalisation with the promise of rapid 
economic growth. The challenge before developing countries is to 
minimize the socioeconomic disparities caused by this process in 
the short-term. We must work together, along with other developing 
countries, to impart to the globalization process a more human face 
and a more compassionate pace. 

We also have to join hands in protecting the security of our 
people. Terrorism, fuelled by religious extremism and financed by 
drug smuggling and gun-running, threatens the very fabric of 
democratic societies like ours. Both you and we take pride in our 
ethnic, religious and linguistic pluralism. We have to constantly 
Oppose external interference and subversive and separatist forces 
which seek to upset this equilibrium. The stability, security and 
prosperity of Indonesia is important for our region. India has 
always supported, and will continue to support, the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of Indonesia. 

Excellency, we have heard with interest your call for 
rediscovering the Asian identity. We have also watched with 
admiration the flowering of popular democracy in Indonesia. The 
process of political reform and economic reorganisation often 
require dismantling of entrenched institutions and habits of thought 
which have outlived their utility. As we in India see, even today, this 
is not always easy. Your emphasis on reconciliation has contributed 
significantly to Indonesia’s success. 

The strength and resilience which Indonesia displayed while 
restoring its economy after the so-called ‘Asian crisis’ was truly 
remarkable. We applaud your efforts and assure you of our fullest 
support for your reform process. 

We had the honour of receiving. Your Excellency in India in 
February last year. During your visit, we discussed measures to 
strengthen our relationship and to tap its unrealised potential. We 
had agreed that a regular exchange of high level visits between our 
two countries would impart fresh impetus to this goal. My visit is 
to promote that objective. We hope to transform our age-old 
traditional ties of friendship into a partnership of sustained relevance 

in this globalising world and technological age. 

I have already outlined some of the political priorities which 
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should occupy our bilateral agenda. Economic goals would have an 
equally weighty presence on that agenda. Our present levels of 
trade do not do justice to the possibilities. Investments in both 
countries have barely scratched the surface. Specialised area like 
Information Technology, computer software, biotechnology, financial 
management and space technology provide excellent opportunities 
for expansion of our interaction. 

Both the size and complementary features of our economies 
promise a virtually unlimited scope for linkages. I hope our Joint 
Commission, which will be established upstream and downstream 
projects in the hydrocarbon sector, in agriculture and in science and 
technology would add new areas of promise to our action plan for 
cooperation. 

Looking beyond the bilateral canvas, the countries of ASEAN 
and India have a common interest in the maintenance of peace and 
stability in the region and beyond. We greatly value our cooperation 
with ASEAN and its fora. We share ASEAN’s vision of prosperity 
through expanded regional economic integration. The Indian Ocean 
Rim Association is another regional forum whose promise is yet to 
be fulfilled. We consider Indonesia an important role player in 
moving the Association towards purposeful objectives. 

These are some of our ideas for elevating the quality of our 
partnership for the progress of our peoples. As two of the world’s 
largest democracies, we represent the opes and aspirations of over 
one-sixth of humanity. We have to respond to these hopes and 
aspirations with a meaningful alliance. Your visit to us last year 
inspired us to move faster in this direction. My visit here is an effort 
to impart a further forward momentum. o 
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Malaysia India, Boleh 


It has been truly said that Malaysia combines in itself the very 
best of East and West. 

Your generous and genuine hospitality is in the best traditions 
of the Orient. 

And from the Occident, you have taken the most modern in 
terms of technology to improve the lives of your people and to raise 
the global stature of Malaysia. 

Malaysia’s all-round progress is truly a testimony to your far- 
sighted and dynamic leadership. 

India admires the rapid growth of the Malaysian economy 
under challenging conditions. 

We are also struck by its tremendous resilience, as shown by 
the speedy recovery from the recent South-East Asian financial 
crisis. 

You surmounted this trying situation without dependence on 
extemal borrowings and without following policy prescriptions given 
by outside bodies. 

Your experience has a useful lesson for developing nations. 

India and Malaysia are maritime neighbours. Our seafaring 
traders have known each other through the millennia. 

India seeks to build a stronger structure on the foundations of 
this long friendship, based on enhanced people-to-people interac- 
tion in every field, and on substantially strengthened economic en- 
gagement in both old and new areas. 

Today India isamong the ten fastest growing economies in the 
world, and the fourth largest economy in Purchasing Power Parity. 

The process of economic reforms, which were initiated a de- 
cade ago, has created many opportunities for trade, business, and 
investment. 


Banquet Speech, Kuala Lumpur, 14 May 2001 
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I am happy that Malaysia is already India’s largest trading 
partner in ASEAN. 

In addition to traditional areas of cooperation like oil and palm 
oil, we should tap the full potential in infrastructure development 
and newer knowledge-based technologies. 

You can build more highways in India, and we can build more 
railways in Malaysia. 

We should try to maximize the synergy between India’s soft- 
ware proficiency and Malaysia’s impressive manufacturing strength 
in hardware. 

Sustainable progress in these knowledge-based enterprises 
depends on education and training of young men and women in 
large numbers. 

India would be happy to share its expertise in professional 
and technical education with your country for mutual benefit. 

Your Excellency, India and Malaysia share a common cultcural 
heritage that goes back several millennia. 

In later centuries, traders from India played a major role in 
the spread of Islam in your country. 

For both of us, diversity is the signature of our nationhood. 
Yet, there is an inherent and essential unity in our multi-layered 
diversities. 

Both our national traditions abhor religious extremism and ter- 
rorism, which are a threat to a peaceful global order. 

India and Malaysia can share each other’s contemporary ex- 
periences in achieving economic progress while preserving our tra- 
ditional family and social values. 

The large populations of the Malaysian Indian community 
constitutes an important part of your multi-ethnic society. 

These people of Indian origin made Malaysia their permanent 
home generations ago. 

J am gratified that, as loyal citizens of your country, they have 
contributed significantly to Malaysia’s rapid and all-round progress. 

Lam confident that they will contribute in greater measure in 
the years to come by dint of their patriotism, hard work, and fully 
seizing all the opportunjties that a continually prospering economy 
can offer. 
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Both our countries fully share the perspective that globalisation 
must benefit, and not further handicap, the developing nations, es- 
pecially the poorest among them. 

That is why, India and Malaysia often find themselves taking 
common positions in the WTO and in other global fora, including on 
Important issues such as the reform of the international financial 
architecture. 

A new world economic order, based on justice and equity, is 
also essential for Asia’s renaissance in the new century. 

India attaches the highest importance to its well-established 
association with ASEAN, through its dialogue partnership and 
through its participation in the ASEAN Regional Forum. 

India particularly values Malaysia’s role as the Coordinator 
Country for India and looks to it for guidance in evolving our future 
plans with ASEAN. 

Itis in our mutual and regional interest to carry forward India’s 
association with ASEAN to higher levels. 

I would like a sincerely thank the people and the government 
of Malaysia for their generous contribution towards the relief and 
rehabilitation of the victims of the recent earthquake in Gujarat. 

I am truly touched by this humanitarian gesture. 

lam reminded here of your inspiring slogan to your people: 
Malaysia Boleh (Malaysia Can Do It!) 

Allow me to extend it to our bilateral cooperation by 
saying: Malaysia India Boleh (Malaysia and India Can Together 
Do It!) m 
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India and Singapore—New 
Economic Initiatives 


I speak today on ASEAN and the Asia Pacific, not only be- 
cause this is the Singapore Lecture. This region is one of the focal 
points of India’s foreign policy, strategic concerns and economic 
interests. 

It is also apt that I speak about this in Singapore. Yours is a 
determined and self-confident nation, which has done much over 
the last few decades to raise the global profile of South East Asia, 
and has provided remarkable economic leadership and dynamism 
to this whole region’. 

India’s relations with Singapore have grown considerably over 
the last decade, but a vast potential still remains untapped. Singapore 
has considerable strengths in the old economy and ambitions in the 
new economy. India has needs in the old economy and some com- 
petence in the new economy. In this lies a major confluence of our 
interests. Biotechnology provides one such example. Singapore has 
developed a major biotechnology industry inspite of its small indig- 
enous bio-resource base. India, with its pharmaceutical advantage 
and broad-based biotech research capabilities, may be considered 
a competitor in some areas. But there is a huge non-overlapping 
area inviting mutually beneficial research and business partnerships. 

Singapore has recently been negotiating and concluding multi- 
faceted and multi-layered Economic Cooperation partnerships in 
the region. This is an innovative response to the realities of the new 
age and the new economy. Such bilateral and regional initiatives 
are changing the commercial landscape in South East and East 
Asia. I believe that India should seek a mirror and partner such 
growth opportunities in our eastern neighbourhood. 


ee 
Address at the Annual Singapore Lecture - 2002, Singapore, 9 April 2002 
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Apart from economic cooperation, there is much more that the 
two countries can work for together. We have to confront terrorism, 
which neither respects power, nor heeds size. Even Singapore’s 
disciplined and orderly society discovered this recently. We have 
crucial stakes in protecting our common commercial sea lanes, 
combating piracy, choking offnarco-trade and curbing gun running. 
Weneed to tackle this jointly inadetermined manner, through regular 
exchange of experiences, information and intelligence. 

Moving on to a wider Southeast Asian canvas, India’s close 
civilisational links with the region go back over a millennium. 
Historically, we have been linked by culture and commerce. India, 
China and regional maritime centres like Singapore played leading 
roles in the flourishing trade of Asia -shaping the historical 
development of this region. The cross-fertilization of human 
experiences and the spiritual interaction between India and East 
Asia has left an indelible mark on the regional art, architecture, 
language and culture. 

It is a fundamental fact of geography that India is in the 
immediate neighbourhood of ASEAN. We share land and maritime 
borders with Myanmar, Indonesia and Thailand. India’s Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands in the Bay of Bengal are closer to some ASEAN 
States than to the Indian mainland. The vital commercial sea lanes 
between West Asia and South East Asia straddle the Indian 
mainland and its island territories. 

We are conscious that in the first few decades after our 
independence, we did not attain the full promise of our relationship. 
This was not a reflection ofa lower priority. It was a consequence 
of the divergences in economic ideology, political outlook and security 
assumptions much of which the Cold War imposed on us. Fortunately, 
we have emerged from this straitjacket. 

The end of the Cold War removed the hurdles to close India- 
ASEAN cooperation. India became a sectorial dialogue partner of 
ASEAN in 1992, full dialogue partner in 1995, and joined the ASEAN 
Regional Forum in 1996. Our Dialogue Partnership has been active. 
We have always sought to integrate India’s Strengths in various 
social, scientific and economic sectors into the relevant ASEAN 
Processes. Reflective of India’s interest in intensifying its 
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engagement with ASEAN, we are in the process of jointly 
developing an India-ASEAN Vision 2020, as a roadmap to our 
mutually desired objectives. 

The countries in our region are today at the forefront of 
developing and introducing cutting edge technologies into their 
economies. Weare in the very epicenter of the Knowledge Revolution. 
This provides us witha major opportunity to overcome our historical 
disabilities and to compress the time gap between successive levels 
of development. Each of our countries has achieved expertise and 
even dominance in certain areas of technology. It is crucial that we 
should cooperate in exploiting the synergies between us, rather than 
duplicating capacities or undercutting each other. A link up between 
complementary IT capabilities is only one example. There should be 
many other possibilities, which we need to explore. 

The current global economic slowdown should also exhort us 
to more actively explore avenues for generating and meeting 
demand on a regional basis, so that we are cushioned against the 
impact of saturation of external markets. The move towards greater 
economic liberalization in the ASEAN Free Trade Area and the 
ASEAN Investment Area reflects this recognition. India seeks a 
mutually beneficial partnership in this endeavour. 

We recognise the pragmatic logic of pursuing specific socio- 
economic goals in the region through sub-regional groupings. We 
therefore, strongly support Mekong-Ganga Cooperation, bringing 
together Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam and India. 
We are also committed to the Initiative for ASEAN Integration 
specifically aimed at the four new entrants into ASEAN. We have 
offered our assistance to the Initiative in the development ofa 
communications network involving highways, railways, river 
navigation and port facilities. We have launched another sub-regional 
initiative for a road link between India, Myanmar and Thailand, 
which would eventually become part of an elaborate regional 
communication network. 

It is important to recognize manifest political and economic 
realities, when we try to tackle the crucial issues of growth and 
security. As home to | billion people, India has to be integral to any 
regional process pertaining to the Asia Pacific. We have a 
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constructive and multi-faceted relationship with every major country 
of the region. This is also true of India’s relations with ASEAN’s 
East Asian neighbours. 

With China we are engaged in an expanding relationship to 
mutual benefit. With Japan we have agreed to launch a Global 
Partnership into the 21st century. The Republic of Korea is a valued 
trade and investment partner. Our strategic partnership with Russia 
continues strong and vibrant. Our engagement with USA now covers 
a wide range of bilateral and international issues of mutual concern. 

The India economy is now rapidly integrating into the global 
mainstream. Our linkages with the major economies of the Asia 
Pacific are becoming stronger. I believe that this coming together 
would reinforce development, peace, security and stability in this 
region. India’s belonging to the Asia Pacific community is a 
geographical fact and a political reality. It does not require formal 
membership of any regional organization for its recognition or 
substance. 

India and ASEAN are new poised to intensify their political 
and security dialogue to add a new dimension toa mutually beneficial 
economic and commercial relationship. We grapple with a 
bewildering array of security threats, of which intemational terrorism 
has recently thrust itself dramatically into our consciousness. It has 
become crystal clear to the international community that terrorism 
can be tackled and curbed only with a global and comprehensive 
approach. 

But the nature of our Global village has made it necessary to 
tackle even non-military threats to security in a comprehensive 
manner. Poverty and shortages of food and energy threaten the 
Stability societies. Population growth, the rapid spread of diseases 
like TB and AIDS, environmental degradation and cyber crime are 
all factors of deep concern. Endemic threats from sea-piracy, 
transnational crime and narcotics also continue to stalk our region. 

Let us also remember that Asia has 7 of the 10 most populous 
countries of the world; the largest standing armies; four declared 
nuclear weapon states; and several missile producing and exporting 
states. Thecivilizational and political diversity ofthecontinent provides 

additional volatility. On one hand, it has been estimated that in the 
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next 25 years, Asia will account for 57% of world GDP. On the other 
hand, the economic problems which first surfaced in 1997 have 
tended to recur. The management of the unpredictable behaviour of 
this economy is also a problem with security implications. 

There can be no effective solution to these problems within 
national boundaries. They have to be tackled through a cooperative 
approach, holistically and regionally. But unlike other continents with 
formal politico-security cooperation frameworks like OSCE, OAS 
and OAU, Asia does not as yet have a cooperative security 
framework. Such a cooperative security framework is today 
gradually evolving and developing in the Asia Pacific. The ASEAN 
Regional Forum, with Southeast Asia at its nucleus, is developing 
into a unique platform for security dialogue. 

The trends of the last decade indicate that this new century will 
be dominated by the power of technology anda globalised economic 
system. It is inevitable that the global socio-economic centre of 
gravity should shift to Asia. The Asia Pacific region has to respond 
creatively to absorb this change through a web of cooperative 
arrangements, which would promote this transition ina stable manner. 

Ethno-nationalist violence and terrorism fed by extremism are 
one set of impeding factors, which need to be suppressed and 
eradicated. Multicultural and pluralist democracies are the most 
vulnerable to these ills, precisely because terrorists exploit the 
freedoms which their societies guarantee to the people. It is not 
surprising that terrorism is supported and sponsored only be 
undemocratic societies and totalitarian regimes. But because 
democracies represent the will and determination of their peoples, 
they have the internal strength and resilience to resist and overcome 
the scourge of terrorism. 

Widening income disparities in the modem incarnation of the 
digital divide pose the other daunting challenge. Again, it is the 
democratic processes which can find the internal development 
responses to the inequities which globalisation tends to accentuate 
in the short-term. 

If, therefore, the 21st century is to be the century of Asia, it 
devolves upon the democracies of our region to take the lead in 
making it happen. o 
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India and Combodia—A Saga of 
Friendship and Cooperation 


Relations between India and Cambodia go back over a thou- 
sand years, Profound cultural and social links underpin our histori- 
cal relationship. In more recent times, we have enjoyed the mutual 
friendship of our leaders and our people. We have developed our 
post-independence relations as co-founders of the Non Aligned 
Movement. We have enjoyed an identity of views on most impor- 
tant regional and international issues and this has strengthened our 
bilateral political and economic cooperation. 

The wisdom and maturity of the present day leadership of 
Cambodia has raised Cambodia’s international stature and widened 
the field of its interaction with the world. Cambodia is today stable, 
peaceful and is playing an active role in the comity of nations. 

Asa result of your efforts, the Cambodian economy has shown 
commendable growth. We believe there is considerable potential 
for our bilateral co-operation-both at the government level and with 
the involvement of Indian business and industry - for Cambodia’s 
further development. An Indian business delegation is in Cambodia 
now. Its members have been specially selected for their interests in 
Joint ventures and infrastructure projects in Cambodia. 

We are also willing to depute ten experts from India to assist 
the efforts of the Cambodian government in capacity building, and 
human resource development. They could come as trainers and 
advisors in areas of your interest like vocational training, improved 
nice cultivation techniques, irrigation, agro-industries, roads and rail- 
ways and information technology. 

To promote the development of computer education and ac- 
cess to information technology cooperation, I am happy to extend 
the offer to set up five Internet kiosks i areas of your choice. 


Statement at the Delegation Level Talks, Combodia, 9 April 2002 
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I am conscious of the havoc caused by floods in Cambodia 
late last year. As a gesture of sympathy of the people of India, I 
would like to offer a gift to ten thousand tons of rice to Cambodia. 

We are aware that you have an ambitious programme for the 
development of your railway sector. India is well-equipped to assist 
you in this venture. 

Your Government has graciously acknowledged India’s con- 
tribution to the restoration of temples in Angkor Wat. It is our privi- 
lege to be associated with the restoration of this unique world heri- 
tage. I am happy that we are signing an MOU today for the reno- 
vation and preservation work of the magnificent Ta Prohm temple 
complex. 

We believe that there is tremendous scope for promoting tourist 
exchanges between our two countries. 

Cambodia has been a steadfast advocate for intensification 
of the India-ASEAN dialogue. We deeply appreciate this. It is en- 
tirely appropriate that Cambodia should host the first ASEAN-In- 
dia Summit later this year. We felicitate you on your forthcoming 
assumption of the Chairmanship of ASEAN. 

Reflecting its commitment to the development of ASEAN’s 
new entrants, India strongly supports the “Initiative for ASEAN 
Integration’ launched recently. Weare interested in participating in 
projects of benefit to Cambodia and other three new ASEAN mem- 
bers. 

We welcome the Mekong Ganga Co-operation project for a 
Museum of Traditional Textiles at Siem Reap. I have pleasure in 
offering an amount of US$ 1 million from India as seed money for 
the project. 

India-Cambodia relations are of long standing and are time 
tested. I wish to assure you that India is firmly committed to strength- 
ening these relations and promoting its bilateral co-operation with 
Cambodia on the basis of trust, friendship and mutual respect. We 
are at an important stage 1n our bilateral economic co-operation 
and we should maintain the momentum of this co-operation. o 
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India and Japan: A Shared Global 
Partnership 


It is a privilege to exchange views with you today. We deeply 
appreciate the tireless efforts of the India-Japan Parliamentary 
Friendship League in promoting India-Japan relations. I extend my 
greetings to the India-Japan association, which is present in strength 
here. I am touched that other Members of Parliament and India 
lovers are also here with us. The presence of all of you reflects the 
depth of your commitment to India-Japan relations. 

Friends, my delegation and I have had a very rewarding four 
days in Japan. The warmth and gracious hospitality of our hosts 
were matched by the substantive content of our discussion. I look 
forward eagerly to my audience with His Majesty the Emperor. I 
am now fully confident that we will be returning to India witha new 
blueprint for an enduring India-Japan partnership, fulfilling its true 
potential and reflecting global realities. 

It is not my intention to dwell unduly on history. But a brief 
foray into the past can remind us of the path our bilateral interaction 
has traversed, so that we understand better where we go from 
here. 

Perhaps India’s very first exports to Japan were Buddhist 
relics and scriptures, which came from India to the Horyuji Temple 
in Nara 14 centuries ago. Daruma, the Zen patriarch whom you 
revere, 1s our Bodhidharma. About a century ago, our scholars 
Rabindranath Tagore and Tenshin Okakura proclaimed the spiritual 
oneness of our philosophies of existence. Halfa century ago, Justice 
Radha Binod Pal brought our two nations closer again after the 
trauma of the Second World War. The Treaty of peace and amity 
between India and Japan gave expression to India’s principled 


Speech at a Meeting with Japanese Parliamentarians, Tokyo, 11 December 2001 
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conviction that the collective San Francisco peace treaty did not 

accord to Japan its due honour and dignity. For most of the 50 years 

since the establishment of our diplomatic relations, Japan has 
extended generous economic assistance to a number of India’s 
development projects. 

Some wrinkles have occasionally marred the smoothness of 
this picture. Some of them arose from the narrow mindsets and 
artificial divisions of the Cold War. More recently, there was a brief 
hiatus in some segments of our relationship. From the time 
perspective of our ancient civilisations, these were merely transient 
aberrations. They are fortunately behind us. 

So where do we go from here? Does our partnership have 
real content or is it merely a catalogue of past glories and future 
platitudes? 

Here are some compelling facts. 

e India is the largest democracy in Asia and Japan the most 
prosperous. 

e Weare both functioning and vibrant democracies, with a social 
matrix which emphasises harmony and consensus, rather than 
confrontation. 

e QOureconomies are market oriented and largely complementary 

e We share a common desire for peace and stability; we believe 
that the United Nations should be strengthened and its decision- 
making apparatus made more representative. 

e We have important security commonalities and some obvious 
strategic convergences. Many of them have been accentuated 
after September 11. 

+ Both ofus support a cooperative and comprehensive approach 
to combating international terrorism. 

+ India and Japan are both wedded to the ideal of a world 
without weapons of mass destruction. 

These were the objective realities which we recognised when, 
in August last year, we called for an India-Japan Global Partnership 
in the 21% century. It was not mere wishful thinking or political 
thetoric. e 

Within this past year, we have exchanged high level visits, 
commenced a Comprehensive Security Dialogue, resumed defence 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


160 TOWARDS A NEW WORLD 


exchanges and shared perceptions on regional and global issues, 
including on combating terrorism. The IT Summit in September 
identified new areas of cooperation in the cutting edge knowledge 
based industry. 


Our efforts for enhancing mutual understanding and for a 
multifaceted partnership should extend beyond the governments of 
our two countries to all sections of society. The people’s elected 
representatives bear a special and important responsibility in this. 
We appreciate the contacts between our two Parliaments and their 
efforts to foster a better understanding between us. 

There are some areas where we have different perspectives. 
This is natural. It does not detract from the strength of our 
commonalities and convergences. 

In the recent past, we have disagreed on the nuclear tests 
that India conducted in 1998. We have profound respect for the 
Japanese people’s sentiments, shaped by the enormous human 
tragedy of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Years ago, while expressing 
my anguish at this horrific camage, I asked in a poem I wrote in 
Hindi: 

The scientists who made the atomic bomb 
How could they sleep after they heard 
of the massive human slaughter 
In Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

Let me also inform you that the Indian Parliament even today 
pays homage to the victims of Hiroshima and Nagasaki by observing 
two minutes’ silence on every anniversary of these tragic events. 

We understand the issue from your perspective. I ask you to 
imagine yourselves in our position. You would then truly comprehend 
our decisions in the context of our geographical location, the security 
configuration of our neighbourhood, the lessons for us from the 
Cold War and the political dynamics of our region. I believe that we 
have finally succeeded in making much of the world view our actions 
through the prism of these perspectives. 

Again, if you look at our spiritual traditions, the ideals that 

inspired our freedom struggle, the ahimsa of Mahatma Gandhi and 
India’s many well-documented campaigns for peace and 
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disarmament, you can well understand our passionate commitment 
to a nuclear weapon free world. 

Eventually, our divergences are merely on a section of the 
path towards an identical goal. Our common interests far outweigh 
our differences. The relationship between Asia’s most important 
democracies is too important for it to be predicated on any single 
issue. 

The barbaric terrorist acts September | 1 yet again emphasised 
the need for pluralistic democracies such as ours to close ranks to 
protect our way of life against bigotry and intolerance. Our security 
cooperation, protection of our common commercial sea lanes and 
our alliance against international terrorism acquire heightened 
importance. 

The issue arising from the Doha WTO Conference raise 
another set of concerns about globalisation accentuating socio- 
economic disparities in the world and marginalising the least 
developed countries. Given India’s development experiences and 
Japan’s long-standing tradition of assistance to developing countries, 
India and Japan could together make a valuable contribution to a 
Global Dialogue for Development. 

Economic cooperation has to be one of the most important 
pillars of the India-Japan partnership in the 21" century. India is in 
the midst of the second generation of its economic reforms. We 
have recently liberalised our export-import policy in accordance 
with international obligations. We have framed a new policy to 
enhance the profitability of foreign investment in roads, 
telecommunication, ports and power. Privatisation of non-strategic 
public sector undertakings is gathering momentum. Even segments 
of our defence industry have been opened to private investment. 

Our Japanese friends sometimes feel that we are moving 
somewhat slowly with our reforms. With an economy of the size 
and diversity of India and a democratic polity in which different 
economic and political groups legitimately seek to protect and further 
their interests, this is perhaps inevitable. But we have steadfastly 
remained on course and strengthened the national consensus to 
move forward with reforms. We are also addressing the procedural 
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obstacles which remain between foreign investment approvals and 
their implementation. 

The information and communications technology revolution 
holds out exciting opportunities for India-Japan collaboration. India’s 
cost-effective and innovative software skills can be productively 
coupled with Japan’s undoubted prowess in the hardware industry. 
I hope our two countries can agree on more liberalised visa and tax 
regimes for IT professionals and software experts to impart a further 
impetus to our IT partnership. 

Our unique complementarities in IT also create cooperative 
opportunities in tackling the digital divide which is opening up within 
countries as well as between them. This is problem facing both 
developed and developing countries. The need of the hour is to 
develop entrepreneurial commercial strategies for reaching the new 
technologies to all sections of society. We have already devised 
such public-private partnerships in India in pursuit of our ambitious 
target or reaching IT to every part of our vast country by 2008. 

We invite corporate Japan to participate with corporate India 
in this unique enterprise, which could have applications even beyond 
our two countries. Together we can convert the digital divide into a 
digital opportunity, 

I have today tried to convey to you very frankly why we see 
such great promise in our natural partnership. We mush look at 
each other through untinted glasses and with a mature understanding 
of our civilisational experiences, Strategic convergences and 
economic opportunities. After my discussions with Prime Minister 
Koizumi and the Japanese leadership, I am encouraged to believe 
that Japan shares our desire to infuse our global partnership 
with new vigour. India is ready to join with Japan to take up this 
Challenge. oO 
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India and Thailand: Convergence of 
the Ancient and Contemporary 


It is a great honour to have this opportunity to address the 
Parliament of a fellow democracy in Asia. I am deeply touched by 
the knowledge that this is the first time any foreign leader has been 
given privilege of addressing the National Assembly of the King- 
dom of Thailand. It is a symbol of the traditional ties and cultural 
affinities between our two countries and an expression of your warm 
friendship and gracious hospitality. 

Asa Parliamentary colleague, I bring you the greetings of the 
Indian Parliament, and of the people it represents. For me, Parlia- 
ment has been a second home for 46 years. Of course, I spent 
forty of these years on the Opposition benches, so I can speak with 
knowledge of both sides! It has shaped my appreciation of the pre- 
cious gift of parliamentary democracy, which both India and Thai- 
land enjoy. 

While we are both democracies, the structures of governance 
in our countries are based on our unique national characteristics. 
Our country is a Republic; yours isa Constitutional Monarchy, guided 
by His Majesty the King. For you, this is ‘Rama Rajya’, an expres- 
sion that has profound meaning for all Indians. 

Relations between India and Thailand go back into antiquity. 
They are based on the firm foundations of a shared heritage. We 
still share familiar cultural tradition, including festivals. 

In some weeks, we in India will celebrate the festival of lights, 
which we call Deepavali. Two weeks after that, the rivers of Thai- 
land will be alight lanterns for Loy Krathong, which we observe as 


Kartik Purnima. 


Address to the Special Session of The National Assembly of the Kingdom of Thailand, 
Bangkok, 9 October 2003 
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Over centuries, the profound message of Lord Buddha has 
motivated generations of scholars, monks and pilgrims to visit holy 
Buddhist shrines in India. 

Over the last century, we appreciated the quiet support of the 
Thai people for our struggle for freedom. Our great freedom fighter, 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, and -before him — members of the 
revolutionary Gadar Party, found understanding, support and shel- 
ter in this city. 

Today, our two countries are dealing with similar issues of 
governance. Our approaches and solutions may differ, but our ob- 
Jectives are the same. Even while accepting the economic disci- 
pline of globalisation, both our nations have pursued policies aimed 
at lifting our people from poverty. We have sought to harness sci- 
ence and technology to accelerate growth and development. Both 
our countries seek to achieve these goals through the democratic 
process. 

We are both grappling with complex matters in this era of 
globalisation. We are contending with questions on the right ap- 
proach to crucial-and sometimes painful-issues of reform and re- 
Structuring. We face the challenge of preserving our cultural iden- 
tity and environment in an age of rapid development and change. 

We in India admire Thailand’s many strengths. You have op- 
timally utilised the abundant natural resources of this land to ensure 
food security. Thailand is now recognized for the export of world- 
class agricultural produce, as well as products such as rubber, flow- 
ers, fruit, and processed foods. Your country is justly famous for 
establishing global benchmarks for tourism. Modem technology has 
been successfully combined with the Thai tradition of commerce to 
make Thailand a source of quality manufactured products. Sustain- 
able development has been promoted through the Royal Projects 
under His Majesty’s guidance. 

We have also valued the policies that have enabled the com- 
munity of persons of Indian origin to flourish here and to make a 
contribution to economic growth, cultural interaction and charitable 
work in Thailand. They serve as a bridge between our countries. 

India has rejuvenated its policy of comprehensively upgrading 
ties with its eastern neighbours. Thailand is an important link in 
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India’s increasing engagement with its extended neighbourhood in 
East and South East Asia. We are determined to increase our mu- 
tually beneficial partnership both bilaterally and multilaterally. It is 
in our common interest to promote regional cooperation through the 
Asian Cooperation Dialogue, in BIMST-EC, and in the Mekong- 
Ganga Cooperation initiative. 

I am coming here after participating at the second India- 
ASEAN Summit in Bali. Thailand’s support has been crucial in 
enabling us to widen and deepen our interaction with the nations of 
South East Asia. 

The expansion of our bilateral partnership has a self-evident 
logic. Our population of one billion people makes for a large and 
diversified market for Thai firms. Our economic reform programme 
is transforming India is significant, and even dramatic ways, creat- 
ing new openings for Indian and foreign players. 

Our comlementary strengths provide us with a solid founda- 
tion for developing cooperative ties. Our skills in the software in- 
dustry are well-matched by your emerging strengths in the hard- 
ware segment of the Information Technology industry. As one of 
six countries in the world with indigenously developed end-to-end 
space capabilities, we can cooperate with you to utilise space tech- 
nology for development. And as Thailand’s expertise in infrastruc- 
ture development and tourism promotion continues to grow, your 
firms will find that there is massive demand in India for such capa- 
bilities. 

As open democratic societies, India and Thailand are also 
increasingly at risk from the forces that exploit the freedoms of our 
societies to wage war on us. The scourge of terror is not limited to 
a few regions of the world; it is a global problem. The ugly face of 
terrorism is now seen increasingly even in South East Asia. It has 
been with us in India for over two decades. 

Being maritime neighbours, we have a common interest in 
both the economic development of our neighbourhood, as also in 
the security of the waterways. We need to eradicate organised 
crime, piracy, drug trafficking, counterfeiting and other such ele- 
ments from our region. We should join forces to ensure that the 
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Bay of Bengal and the Andaman Sea and becomes a zone of genu- 
ine peace and development. 

Earlier today, our two countries signed several agreements, 
including a framework agreement to develop a free trade area be- 
tween our countries. This is the first such Agreement that we have 
signed with an ASEAN country. It is our conviction that it will 
profoundly transform our bilateral economic relations. 

Our two governments also signed several documents for co- 
operation in fields ranging from agriculture and biotechnology to 
tourism. India has suggested a twin-city relationship between Phuket 
in Thailand and Port Blair in India, which face each other across 
the Andaman Sea. This can promote the idea of cross-regional 
tourism linkages which we should promote in all of Asia. We have 
taken important decisions to strengthen air connectivity between 
our two countries. We have also decided to set up cultural centres 
in our respective capitals. Together, these elements reinforce the 
substantive framework of cooperation between our two countries. 

The historical traditions and ideas that have linked us also 
inspire us in crafting our modern relationship. Let our nations move 
towards a convergence of the ancient and the contemporary in a 
manner that strengthens the confidence of our peoples through mutual 


Support and respect in the concluding words of our respective an- 
thems. Oo 
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Facilitating Rapid Growth of India- 
China Economic Cooperation 


It is a great pleasure for me to be here today, among the 
premier business representatives of one of the most dynamic 
economic in the World today. On this visit, I have been in Beijing 
now for just over a day. But wherever I have been in this city, I saw 
the pace of economic change and could sense the urgency of the 
modernisation drive. It has truly been an eye-opener. I must note 
that the Indian business delegation accompanying me on this visit is 
among the largest that has travelled with me on my official visits 
abroad. This says something about the potential which Indian trade 
and industry circles see in economic cooperation with China. 

I have had the privilege to witness three distinct phases of 
economic change in this country. I first came here in 1979, just 
after the “Four Modernisations” were adopted. I came again in 
1993, when senior leader Deng Xiaoping had just launched the 
second phase of your economic reforms. Now in 2003, we see the 
country’s ambitious plan to quadruple its GDP by 2020. Judging by 
your past performance, I have no reason to doubt that you will also 
achieve this extraordinary target. China is today the world’s fastest 
growing economy and is second largest in purchasing power parity. 
Your achievements in the economic transformation of your country 
are truly remarkable and I congratulate the Chinese Government 
and people for them. 

While our expansion and growth rates have lagged behind 
China, the Indian economy has also made impressive strides in the 
last decade or so. In the last 12 years, we have recorded an average 
annual growth of nearly 6 percent. India is the world’s fourth largest 


economy on purchasing power parity. Our trade with the world has 


Keynote address at the Seminar on China-India Economic Cooperation and 
Development, Beijing, 24 June 2003 
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also recorded a steady annual growth of over 8 per cent in the past 
decade. We can now say with some certainly that Indian private 
business and industry has come of age ina rapidly globalising world. 
Indian companies are now acquiring brand recognition abroad in 
cutting edge areas like Information Technology, biotechnology and 
pharmaceuticals. The Forbes.200 ranking last year of the world’s 
best small companies included as many as 13 Indian companies. 

The twin objective of my visit to China at this stage were—to 
establish close relations with the new leadership of your country, 
and to impart a fresh momentum to the comprehensive cooperation, 
which India and China are in the process of building. I must say 
with great satisfaction that my meetings with the leadership of China 
have been excellent. They have confirmed that the desire to build 
stable, enduring and forward-looking ties of friendship is shared by 
the highest political levels in both countries. 

Some of the results in economic cooperation have already 
been quite encouraging. Our bilateral trade has been growing rapidly. 
Though it is froma relatively narrow base, the recent annual growth 
rate of 30 per cent in our bilateral trade is quite significant. In the 
first four months of this year, bilateral trade registered an astonishing 
growth of about 70 per cent. China now accounts for about four 
per cent of India’s foreign trade and this proportion is nsing. At this 
rate, the bilateral trade target of 10 billion dollars—which had been 
mentioned during the Chinese Premier’s visit to India last year—is 
likely to be attained soon. 

Equally importantly, bilateral investments have started picking 
up. There are about 15 Chinese companies in India and 71 projects 
Set up by Indian firms in China. Although the net investment figures 
are not as yet very large. the symbolism of two of the largest 
developing countries investing in each other’s economies is important. 

Speaking at the Peking University yesterday, I had drawn 
attention to the many commonalities between India and China, which 
have created potentially rewarding synergies. Both have large 
populations, growing economies and a majority of our people are 
-dependent on agriculture. Shared economic, social and ecological 
problems create opportunities for closer cooperation. 

There was a perjod in the India-China relationship when our 
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preoccupation with our differences prevented a pragmatic 
understanding of the mutual benefits from cooperation. Our present 
course of developing all-round bilateral cooperation, while 
simultaneously addressing our differences, has transformed the 
quality of our relationship. This has helped to further narrow our 
differences and to accelerate our cooperation. 

Of course we have much further to go to realise the full 
potential of our partnership. We have, first and foremost, to bridge 
the information gap between the business communities of our two 
countries. There has to be far greater exposure in each country of 
the opportunities available in the other. This would help to diversify 
our trade basket. It would also ensure that we first look within our 
countries for solutions to our economic needs, before we turn to the 
developed countries. 

Our two Government have decided to make a concerted effort 
to move our economic cooperation to greater heights. Premier Wen 
Jiabao and I decided yesterday that we would form a Joint Study 
Group of economists and officials from our two countries to review 
existing cooperations, to identify new areas of promise and to draw 
up a comprehensive perspective plan for the further development 
ofa multi-faceted economic interaction. This is an initiative, which 
will require meaningful inputs also from business and industry of 
India and China. For a rapid expansion of our economic interaction, 
it is very important to strengthen passenger and cargo transportation 
links, banking support structure and trade facilitation measures. 
While Governments on both sides can work to address these 
infrasturctural problems, it is for private business and industry to 
optimise their utilisation. 

This is a business Seminar and innovative ideas for progressing 
the India-China economic partnership in various areas should really 
emerge from your deliberations. | cannot lay down either policy 
perceptions or action agendas for this endeavour. I would only like 
to affirm to you that the leadership of our two countries believes in 
the huge potential for our economic and commercial cooperation. 
We are committed to create conditions, which would facilitate the 
rapid growth of this cooperation. This-provides.a strong political 
underpinning to your endeavours. I hupe you can build on it 
constructively and creatively. o 
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Indian Culture - A Binding force 


Democracy for us is not merely a political system. It is an 
integral part of India’s civilization and ethos. Not only is India a 
mature and vibrant democracy today, but people of Indian origin, 
too, have been promoting it in whichever part of the world they 
happen to live. Your conference is a proof of this fact. 

For me personally, welcoming you is a matter of added 
satisfaction. I am also a Parliamentarian like you. I have served in 
the Indian Parliament for more than four decades. I have inter- 
acted closely with my brothers and sisters of Indian origin who 
have been living and working in foreign lands. This interaction has 
always made me marvel at their achievements in business, aca- 
demics, research and other walks of life. 

But today I am interacting with a very special set of people— 
those Indians who have made a mark in the parliamentary system 
of their respective countries. You are very special to us because 
you show that India’s children, who are living outside India, are 
now winning the trust of their fellow citizens. Friends, I'am truly 
proud of you. 

Who would have imagined that the sons and daughters, 
grandsons and great grandsons of our forefathers who had left 
India’s shores to work so hard in lands that were across the seven 
seas, are now legislators? Who would have imagined that in many 
countries that are so very different from each other persons of 
Indian origin could some day contest and win elections? 

You imagined this, and then you did it. You have worked hard 
to become legislators. Your constituents are from different nation- 
alities and cultures and religions. Yet, they have chosen to elect 
you, because they think that you are the best person to represent 
their interests. 

Speech at the inauguration of a conference of Parliamentarians of Indian origin, 
New Delhi, 28 November 1998 
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Truly, this is a success story without parallel. Many other 
nations have a Diaspora. However, it is only the Indian Diaspora 
that has: first, settled in almost every country on this planet; second, 
taken up almost every profession there; third, succeeded spectacu- 
larly in everything that they have done. Finally, in spite of these 
achievements, they have still retained their emotional, cultural and 
spiritual links with Bharat, our common motherland. 

Why has a person from India done well wherever he is and 
whatever he is doing? That is because, assimilation and integration 
comes naturally to Indians. Our scriptures have taught us: 
Vasudhaiva Kutmbakam—The entire world is one family. This 
means that we are not rootless when we settle abroad and we can 
accept and work with people of other cultures and religions. 

Our culture and our scriptures emphasize the pursuit of 
knowledge. Which is why, Indians are doing so well in every 
knowledge-based industry. In computers, in the sciences, in man- 
agement, in law, in medicine, and in all other professions, people of 
Indian origin have earned a name for themselves and for India. 

Our culture emphasises the pursuit of commerce and indus- 
try. The Indus Valley civilisation was the cradle of trade. Hence, 
those persons of Indian origin who originally came from a part of 
India that had a strong commercial culture have prospered as 
entrepreneurs all across the world. 

Our culture also emphasises the acquisition of skills. India’s 
skilled builders, mechanics, carpenters and technicians are valued 
in many parts of the world. They have established their dominance 
especially in the Gulf countries. The biggest source of foreign 
exchange for India is, indeed, the remittances of these Indians 
working abroad. 

Be it in knowledge-based professions, trade and commerce, 
skilled jobs or in legislatures, what is the secret of your success? 
It is hard work. Every one of you has got where you are because 
you have worked much harder than others. 

Indians have become known as the smartest in their profes- 
sion, the canniest businesspersons, and the hardest working immi- 
grants. Today, however, the world should acknowledge that India’s 
children are also becoming leaders in politics and community life. 
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The figures speak for themselves. There are two hundred 
legislators in nineteen countries, sixty-eight of whom are Ministers, 
four of whom are Speakers in their national legislative assemblies, 
and two are Prime Ministers. Dr. Chhedi Jagan in Guyana, S. 
Ramgoolam and Dr. Anirood Jugnauth in Mauritius, Noor 
Mohammed Hassanali in Trinidad reached the highest office be- 
cause of their leadership qualities. 

There are many local reasons for the increasing number of 
Indian parliamentarians. However, being originally from India would 
be your most powerful reason. The values of seeking a consensus, 
accommodating and harmonizing divergent views, and lastly, not 
seeking a hegemony over others, come naturally to persons from 
India. Whatever success that I have achieved in fifty years in 
public life, has been because of the same values. 

Dear brothers and sisters, you live in different countries. As 
parliamentarians, you are also influential opinion makers in your 
respective countries. On this occasion, I would like you to know 
some important truths about what is happening in India and carry 
them to your constituents. 

My Government is committed to deepening, broadening and 
speeding up economic reforms. We have managed our economy 
fairly well, in spite of many odds and constraints. At a time when 
many countries in Asia and elsewhere are facing the effects of 
financial turmoil, India has shown stability and resilience in her 
economic system. 

The present slowdown in the economy Is passing phase. India 
offers excellent opportunities for investment and business—both 
for foreigners and, even more so for people of Indian origin. 

In this context, I should gratefully acknowledge the excellent 
response from the people of Indian origin to the recent issue of 
Resurgent India Bonds. We could raise more than 4 billion dollars 
through these bonds. I am confident that you will respond equally 
positively when we decide to create similar investment opportuni- 
ties in future for Indians abroad. 

At the same time, I would like you to create awareness 
among investor’s and businessmen in your respective countries 


about opportunities in India. 
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I wish to touch upon another important issue. On May 11, 
India conducted nuclear tests and became a nuclear weapons 
nation. We took this step to strengthen our national security and 
also to contribute to the cause of global nuclear disarmament from 
a position of strength. 

We are as committed to the ideal of the world peace as ever. 
We have declared that our nuclear weapons are meant exclusively 
for self-defense. We will never make first-use of them, nor will we 
ever use them against a non-nuclear nation. 

Some countries criticised our action and even imposed eco- 
nomic sanctions. India has shown that we will not buckle under any 
threat or sanctions. With the passage of time, even those who 
criticised us earlier have gained a better understanding of our 
action and our overall philosophy about disarmament. 

Nevertheless there is still a great need to educate people in 
foreign countries—especially politicians, businessmen, media and 
the intelligentsia—about India’s stand on the nuclear issue. I would 
urge you to participate in this exercise of communication and 
education. 

I should also mention here India’s contribution to peacemak- 
ing and consensus-building around the world. From Korea and 
Vietnam in the 1950s to Cambodia and Iraq in the 1990s, Indians 
have helped bring peace. In Bosnia and Somalia, Indian peace- 
keepers have served with distinction. The United Nations has often 
asked Indians to lead sensitive posts. The first commander-in-chief 
of the multinational peacekeeping force in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
was an Indian. An Indian representing the United Nations in Iraq 
has made an important contribution to easing of tensions there. 

This strengthens my point that Indians everywhere have it in 
them to succeed as leaders of people who belong to different 
backgrounds. 

Friends, we are all Bharat Mata’s children. I acknowledge 
and applaud your achievements in your respective countries. I only 
hope that you will, by doing better at your work, bring greater glory 
for yourself, your home country, and for Bharat Mata. The more 
you succeed, the better ambassadors of goodwill for India you 
become. 
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Indian Diaspora - Our Ambassadors 
to the world 


It gives me great pleasure to join you for the inauguration of 
this International Convention of Global Organisation of People of 
Indian Origin. Many of you have travelled great distances to attend 
this conference. In a sense, this is also a homecoming for you. 

Today, there are nearly 20 million people of Indian origin living 
in almost every comer of the world. Rare is the country where you 
will not come across people of Indian origin. They have adopted 
foreign shores as their own. But neither the passage of time nor the 
distance between their ancestral land and their new homes has 
been able to sever the umbilical cord between Mother India and 
her children abroad. 

You are as much the inheritors of India’s rich civilisational 
heritage as your brothers and sisters back home in India. And, we 
are proud that you have kept alive your distinct cultural identity 
even while making a place for yourselves in a foreign social and 
cultural milieu. 

We are equally proud of the fact that people of Indian origin, 
wherever they may be living, have greatly enriched the society, 
economy and culture of their adopted countries. The success 
stories of Indian entrepreneurs abroad are legendary. From hi-tech 
chip laboratories to curry restaurants, from renowned hospitals to 
famous educational institutions, from well-known research centres 
to leading think-tanks—everywhere you will find and Indian who 
has overcome all odds to establish himself through skill, dedication 
and hard work. 

Your adopted countries have benefited from your unique 
‘contributions to their social and economic transformation. You 
Speech at the International Convention of Global Organisation of People of Indian 
Origin, New Delhi, 5 January 2001 
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have also contributed towards enhancing awareness about India’s 
past history, present reality and future potential. 

Indeed, from the sweat and tears of indentured Indian labour 
toiling on colonial sugar and tea plantations in the 19" century to 
the intellectual achievements of the Indian software community in 
the Silicon Valley of the 21" century, the odyssey of the Indian 
community at large is a reflection of the potential of our people and 
the magnitude of their contribution towards global prosperity. 

The Indian diaspora’s contributions are not merely confined 
to the culture and economy of their adopted countries. Despite 
their numerical disadvantage, the Indian communities living abroad 
have made deep impressions on the political processes of their 
adopted countries. 

The active participation of people from India in the nationalist 
movement in Africa as early as the beginning of the 20" century 
is well documented. Mahatma Gandhi’s baptism in mass politics 
was in South Africa. His joining the struggle against racial injustice 
and discrimination was an event that proved to be a turning point 
in history—not only in South Africa but also in India. 

India’s struggle for independence was greatly strengthened 
by the substantial support of overseas Indian communities. The 
India League in the UK and the Gadar Party in the USA played 
an important role in mobilising support for our struggle for indepen- 
dence. Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and his INA received the 
unstinting support of Indians living in South-East Asian countries. 

Between then and now, the Indian community living abroad 
has come to play a determining role in the politics of their adopted 
countries, not only as leaders of the Indian diaspora, but also as 
leaders in the truest sense of the term. I recall that the Common- 
wealth Heads of Government Summit at Durban in 1999 was 
attended by as many as five heads of state or heads of Government 
who are of Indian origin. 

However, in this impressive success story, a blemish has 
recently crept in. We have watched with distress the overthrow of 
a democratically elected Government in Fiji and a series of subse- 
quent actions that have hit at the people of Indian origin in that 
country and more particularly the poorer among them. The Indian 
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diaspora abroad has an important role in mobilising public concern 
the world over at the events in Fiji and in seeking nothing less than 
a restoration in that country of due constitutional processes as 
enshrined in the 1997 Constitution. 

Friends, I have often come across people of Indian origin who 
are eager to participate in India’s nation-building efforts—as a 
tribute to the country of their origin, as a means of strengthening 
the bonds of love and affection that exists between them and India. 
The cooperation and valuable support extended by people of Indian 
origin and non-resident Indians during the last decade of economic 
liberalisation and structural reforms have grealty encouraged us 
and contributed to the birth of resurgent India. 

Today, India stands on the threshold of a technological revo- 
lution in many areas that define the ‘New Economy’ of the 21* 
century: information technology, biotechnology, agriculture, space 
and energy. The Indian diaspora has made seminal contributions to 
the development of many of these sectors in their adopted coun- 
tries. They can now play a vital role to make India a knowledge 
super power by the year 2010: you can help us fulfil this aspiration. 

Many of you owe your current success to the quality educa- 
tion which you have received in Government run institutions, be 
they Indian Institutes of Technology or medical colleges. You now 
owe it to your motherland to associate yourselves with India’s 
search for rapid and enduring social change and economic progress. 

Į would like to emphasise that we do not merely seek invest- 
ment and asset transfer. What we seek is a broader relationship— 
in fact, a partnership among all children of Mother India so that our 
country can emerge as a major global player. We value the role of 
people of Indian origin as unofficial ambassadors providing a link 
between India and the rest of the world. 

My Government's policy is to assist the overseas Indian 
community in maintaining its cultural identity and strengthening the 
emotional, cultural and spiritual bonds that bind them to the country 
of their origin. We will provide all help to the overseas Indians in 
maintaining their cultural identity even while encouraging their 
political commitment to their adopted countries. 

With this objective in mind, we have constituted a high level 
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committee on the Indian Diaspora, headed by Shri L.M. Singhvi. 
This Committee has been tasked to study the expectations of 
overseas Indians from India. It will study the role that people of 
Indian origin and non-resident Indians can play in the economic, 
social and technological progress of India. It will examine the 
current regime that governs your travel and stay in India as well 
as your investment in the Indian economy. It will recommend 
measures to resolve the problems faced by you. 

More fundamentally, the Committee has been asked to re- 
view the status of people of Indian origin and non-resident Indians 
in the context of the constitutional provisions, laws and rules 
applicable to them both in India and the countries of their resi- 
dence. 

These will go a long way in developing a strong, and mutually 
beneficial relationship between India and the Indian diaspora. 

Friends, the underpinnings of our civilisational history and 
cultural heritage have been the tradition of tolerance, openness to 
new ideas, respect for ancient wisdom, intellectual pursuit and 
abhorrence of violence. The people of Indian origin and non- 
resident Indians are a living testimony to the noble tradition of 
blending the old with the new. o 
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Pravasi Bharatiya Divas— 
Strengthening the Global India Family 


My simple greetings to all of you here today is: Welcome 
home. 

Many of you are citizens of your adopted countries. Over 20 
million of you have set up home in scores of countries, near and far. 
But each one of you shares a common identity — your Indianness — 
and a common origin — this Motherland of your forefathers. 
Therefore, this great gathering, which is the first of its kind, is truly 
a homecoming. 

It is also a grand occasion for the country to pay tribute to its 
sons and daughters who have succeeded in reaching the pinnacle 
in so many diverse fields of human endeavour ofall over the world. 

There is yet another important aspect of this unique celebration 
of the Pravasi Bharatiya’s association with his land of origin. Many 
of you — or your forefathers — left India in search of fortune for a 
better livelihood. Today, India has itself becomes a land of 
opportunity. We want to share with our extended family our 
achievements, hopes, concerns, aspirations and goals. Your 
awareness of our current national course and understanding of our 
perspectives would enrich your bonds with India and heighten your 
sense of belonging to the global Indian family. 

The odyssey of our people to the four corners of the globe 
has been a saga of courage, enterprise and character. In ancient 
times, our forefathers went to distant lands as traders, monks, 
teachers and temple builders. A century and a half ago, Indian 
indentured labour was sent forth to sugar, tea and rubber plantations 
in near and far-flung parts of the British Empire. They worked on 


Speech while inaugurating Pravasi Bharatiya Divas Celebrations, New Delhi, 9 January 


2003 
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lands as far apart as Fiji and Mauritius, Surinam and Sri Lanka, 
Trinidad and Burma, Guyana and Malaysia. 

‘The next wave of emigration was entrepreneurs and traders 
who sailed intrepidly into uncharted waters for unknown countries. 
Since the 70’s, young Indian professionals have been migrating 
abroad to corporate boardrooms, research laboratories, engineering 
workshops and university faculties. The emigration of doctors, 
nurses, engineers, managers, plumbers, and electricians to West 
Asia and the Gulf, has been a steady growth. 

Today, the success of every category of these emigrants all 
over the world testifies to the indomitable spirit, which they carried 
from Indian soil. It is a tribute to their patience and forbearance in 
the face of hardship, rebuke and denial. It speaks of their dedication 
to their chosen professions, overcoming various trials and tribulations. 

On this day, 88 years ago, Mahatma Gandhi returned to India 
after nearly 20 years as a Pravasi Bharatiya in South Africa. His 
struggle against discrimination, deprivation and exploitation of Indians 
in South Africa not only fired the imagination of Indian patriots, it 
also inspired a spate of freedom movements right across the African 
continent. Out of those freedom movements emerged Pravasi 
Bharatiya heroes like Seewoosagar Ramgoolam of Mauritius; Yusuf 
Dadoo and Monty Naicker of South Africa; Cheddi Jagan of 
Guayana; Jagennath Lachmon of Surinam and many others. 

Not many people today remember the painful Kamagatamaru 
episode of the early 20th century, when a boatload of Sikhs from 
India were most brutally left to fend for themselves on the high 
seas off the coast of Canada. Today, Sikhs are among the most 
prosperous Canadians and are increasingly influential in Canadian 
politics. In Ujjal Dossanj, we have honoured one such prominent 
Canadian figure. 

Even the illiterate indentured plantation labourers empowered 
succeeding generations through a determined pursuit of education. 
Sir Vidia Naipaul, Sir Anerood Jugnauth, Dato Samy Vellu and 
millions of others are living symbols of the transformation of an 


oppressed community to leaders of society in the space of a few 
generations. 


Let us remember that, unlike the British, the French, the Dutch 
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and the Germans, India was never a maritime power. All the same, 
Indians ventured forth across the seas to set up new homes in new 
lands. They went in peace, often with nothing more than faith in 
their destiny. No country can claim that Indians entered its'territory 
in the spirit of colonialism. This also is a glorious tribute to you and 
your forefathers. Few people who entered foreign lands can claim 
sucha testimony. 

Pandit Nehru once remarked that wherever there is a Indian, 
a bit of India goes with him. Pravasi Indians have truly taken India 
abroad — Indian culture, Indian society and Indian traditions, not to 
mention Indian films and Indian cuisine! 

The outside world has also attracted the best Indian talents, 
skills, brains and abilities — like Amartya Sen and Jagdish Bhagwati; 
E.C.G. Sudarshan and S. Chandrasekhar; Hargobind Khorana and 
Zubin Mehta. The Pravasi Bharatiya family today also includes: 

+ Indian writers in English with an international readership; 

+ Entrepreneurs and industrialists with a global reach of 
operations; 

+ Management and lifestyle gurus with a huge following; and, 

- Filmmakers, sportspersons, artists and performers of great 
popularity. 

They have dramatically changed the world’s perception of 
Indians, and hence of India. They have provoked a new appreciation 
of this land, which has produced and exported so many achievers. 
They have built bridges of understanding between the international 
community and India. 

The benchmarks for success, which the Pravasi community 
has set, are a challenge for us in India. They make us examine why 
the Indian is so much more innovative, productive and successful 
abroad than in this own country. They prod us to create a business, 
investment and economic climate, which is as conducive to success 


as anywhere else in the world. 
Į assure you that we are fully committed to creating such an 


environment in India. a 
Weare modemising our infrastructure. Our telecom facilities 
are already as good as anywhere in the world. The combination of 


India-based IT companies and Indian professionals abroad, have 
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made India a premier software power. We are building world-class 
highways through our National Highway Development Project. Our 
rural roads network is being upgraded. We have ambitious plans 
for airports, ports, and railways. Housing construction has acquired 
an unprecedented speed. Literacy, especially women’s literacy, has 
registered a marked rise over the last decade. 

We are aware of the slow progress in several areas of our 
social sector development, but we are determined to move faster 
than before. All in all, we are guided by the ambitious goal of making 
India a Developed Nation by 2020, free from all vestiges of poverty 
and full of opportunities for all our one billion people. 

We would like to create an environment in India which will 
make you want to return, not just for sentimental or emotional 
reasons, but in the conviction that you can excel in this country as 
much as you could anywhere else in the world. 

I believe that the Pravasi Bharatiya can be a catalyst for rapid 
change in this direction. Each of you, through your network of fnends, 
relatives and acquaintances can create a strong urge for change in 
India. Our collective attention needs to be rescued from the sterile 
controversies and trivial issues that dominate the headlines, and 
focused on the real tasks to be accomplished, so that India can 
catch up with the developed world. 

At the same time, you can project the truth about India to the 
world ina credible and effective manner. Misleading, one-sided and 
negative pictures are often put out due to bias, ignorance or design. 
Your familiarity with the Indian reality and with the perspectives of 
youradopted society equips you to correct such misrepresentations. 
Youcould project a positive image of India—notas propaganda, but 
as a true reflection of the reality on the ground. 

For example, 

e India continues to have one of the fastest growing economies, 
at a time when most developed economies have slowed down. 

* Ourexports grew by 19 per cent, in spite ofa global slowdown 
and a strong rupee. 

e Till recently, India needed to import food grain to feed its 
population. Last year, we exported food grain worth over 60 
billion rupees to 25 countries. 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


a? 


INDIAN DIASPORA 185 


e About a decade ago, we had to mortgage our gold to tide over 
a difficult Balance of Payments crisis. Today, we have record 
foreign exchange reserves of nearly 70 billion dollars. How 
often have we seen such facts quoted outside the country? It 
is far more likely that mindless political gossip or isolated acts 
of crime and violence would dominate the headlines around the 
world. 

India has been deeply appreciative of the support of the Pravasi 
Bharatiya community, at times of need. Whenever India has faced 
a challenge to its security or to its territorial integrity, you have 
tirelessly championed its cause. When there was an effort to isolate 
India after our nuclear tests of 1998, you came forward to stand by 
India. Your enthusiastic response to our Resurgent India Bonds in 
1998 helped us raise over 4 billion dollars, when we needed it most. 

Mahy of you have been generously helping the schools, 
colleges, IITs and universities, as their grateful alumni. I commend 
this gesture of Guru Dakshina. Some of you have met me with 
interesting suggestions on how to expand the scope of Pravasi 
Bharatiya involvement in the development of India’s educational 
infrastructure. The Ministry of Human Resource Development has 
also taken some initiatives in this direction. Since education is going 
to be one of the main competitive strengths of India in the emerging 
Knowledge Society, let us work together to seize the opportunity. 

In this context, I will take the luxury of offering a word of 
advice. The Indian community abroad often reflects the diversity, 
which is the hallmark of our society here. We are proud of this 
diversity - whether it is linguistic, religious or regional. Groupings 
like the Telugu, Tamil, Punjabi and Marathi associations serve a 
useful purpose in preserving linguistic skills and regional cultures. 
But it is also necessary to strengthen the broader Indian identity in 
the country of your residence. When you are united as Indians, 
your voice carries greater weight: both for highlighting issues of 
your concem in your host country, and for promoting Indian causes. 
This is a truth of great long-term significance for Indian communities 
everywhere. 

I have always been cons 
sensitive to the hopes, aspiration 


cious of the need of India to be 
sand concerns of its vast diaspora. 
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It is like a parental charge. It is also an obligation derived from our 
civilisational heritage. 

It was with this perspective that we set up a High Level 
Committee, headed by Dr. Laxmi Mall Singhvi, to examine all 
matters relating to the interaction of the community with India. I 
would like to congratulate Dr. Singhvi and his colleagues for the 
through and exhaustive nature of their report. 

The idea of celebrating the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas annually 
flows from the recommendations of the Committee. The revised 
and improved scheme for PIO Cards is also based on the ideas of 
the Committee. 

Indians who have chosen to settle in foreign lands should be 
loyal to their country of adoption. The biggest challenge facing every 
immigrant community is to integrate harmoniously into the political, 
economic and social life of the host society, while preserving and 
cherishing its civilisational heritage. Over the years, Indians have 
achieved this delicate balance virtually everywhere, without a 
contradiction between their adopted citizenship and their original 
Indian identity. 

It is in this background that my government has decided to 
accept the High-level Committee’s recommendation to permit dual 
citizenship for People of Indian Origin living in certain countries. 
We are now working on the administrative regulations and 
procedures governing dual citizenship. We will introduce the 
necessary legislation during the Budget Session of Parliament. 

The NRI of today is the Pravasi Bharatiya of tomorrow. The 
welfare of NRIs in the Gulf region is of utmost concem to us. A 
compulsory i insurance scheme for Indian workers migrating to this 
region will be unveiled shortly. Parliament is already considering a 
bill to establish to welfare fund for the overseas Indian workers. To 
meet the educational needs of children of workers in the Gulf, we 
plan to reserve a certain proportion of seats in our academic 
institutions for the children of the Gulf NRIs. 

Our preparations for this first Pravasi Bharatiya Divas and 
the encouraging response to it, have convinced us of the fruitfulness 
of this event. We will continue to engage closely with the 

communities of Indian origin. For this, we are selling up an Advisory 
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Committee, which will meet periodically to suggest new initiatives 
to the Minister of External Affairs. 

We are prepared to respond to your expectations from India. 
We invite you, not only to share our vision of India in the new 
millennium, but also to help us shape its contours. We do not want 
only your investment. We also want your ideas. We do not want 
your riches, we want the richness of your experience. We can gain 
from the breadth of vision that your global exposure has given you. 

When you left the country, you carried with you the primary 
colours of the Indian ethos. A cross-fertilization of cultures over 
time has added new shades to those vibrant hues. Today we invite 
you to brush in some of these new colours into the ever-evolving 
canvas of India’s development. 


fast Bt aara FA a Wes Ge fet A Het sree |: 


FIN Ñ eer wt MT TARG, 
URE Ht EAT 
qa gut feet Ñ Tad HH He HEAT 
ZEG ee ut CT TIA A HT AN 
ga frå at Te PART aa TAT TI 
und af & dat FTE INIT AHR, 
ga of ae TA A OAT TA GA Ë GRI 
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‘India on the World Stage 


l am delighted to be with all of you once again at this inaugu- 
ral function of the 2nd Pravasi Bharatiya Divas. I still carry the 
memory and melody of that occasion, exactly a year ago, when we 
were left enchanted by the Jugalbandi of Ustad Bismillah Khan's 
shennai and Pandit Ravi Shankar's sitar. What they together cre- 
ated was both soul-stirring music and a pointed metaphor and we 
felt the same way today as we heard another enchanted Jugalbandi 
by L. Subramaniam and Sultan Khan. It reminded us that Pravasi 
Bharatiya Divas itself is a celebration of the Jugalbandi between 
the 22-million strong Indian Diaspora and your motherland, between 
the Bharatvasis and the Bharatvanshis. 

Together we constitute the Global Indian Family. Together, 
We are announcing the arrival on the world stage ofa Shining India, 
an India that has resolved to regain her past glory and, indeed, 
Surpass it, an India that will both be an economic powerhouse and a 
major contributor to humanity's all-sided evolution to a higher level. 
I extend a warm welcome to President Bharat Jagdeo of Guyana. 
He is an outstanding example of the new generation of 
Bharatvanshis. I thank him for having so readily agreed to be the 
Chief Guest at this Second Pravasi Bharatiya Divas. 

l heartily congratulate all those who have been honoured with 
this year's Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award. This year we have 
conferred the Award, posthumously, on Kalpana Chawla. She epito- 
mized the values that are so laudable in overseas Indians. A daugh- 
ter of India, she became an exemplary citizen of the US and went 
on to become a Citizen of the Universe. Her journey from Kamal 
to the Cosmos will continue to inspire young Indians — indeed, young 
people all over the world. I am, especially happy that her husband is 


Speech while inaugurating Second Pravasi Bharatiya Divas Conference, New Delhi, 9 
January 2004 f 
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amongst us to receive the Award. In honouring the 12 individuals 
with the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas Samman, we do honour the en- 
tire Indian Diaspora. Your varied successes and accomplishments 
fill every Indian with joy and pride. 

For example, who would have thought that the average in- 
come ofan Indian American would be 50 per cent higher than the 
national average in USA, especially since most of the Indian immi- 
grants who went there in the '60s and the '70s had less than 10 
dollars in their pocket? Also, who would have thought that nearly 
half of the Rs. 55,000 crore remittances from NRIs so far would 
come from our nearly 25 lakh emigrant brothers and sisters from 
one single Indian State, Kerala? Today almost the entire services 
sector in the Gulf, which is one of the world's richest regions, is 
handled by Indian technicians, nurses, teachers and scores of other 
professionals. 

India's achievements in Information Technology have attracted 
the attention of the entire world. And these include the achieve- 
ments of both Indians in India and Indians overseas. Not a week 
passes without some news item or some comment in western coun- 
tries about India having emerged as the preferred place for IT- 
enabled services. Sometimes this is also projected as a loss of jobs 
to India. However, these fears are misplaced. In today's highly 
competitive global markets, it is natural for companies and organi- 
zations to use technology and internationally available human re- 
sources in ways that enhance their efficiency. What India's trained 
manpower 1s offering through IT-enabled services is a win-win 
situation for both India and the sourcing countries. 

All these achievements have been possible because of the 
hard work, competence, integrity, and unwavering, loyalty to your 
host country that are the common attributes of the Indian Diaspora 
in all parts of the world. These attributes, and the successes that 
they have bred, have no doubt raised the stature of the Indian com- 
munity in your respective countries. But, collectively, they have 
also brightened India’s image in the world. Friends, as we take 
delight in the growing successes of the Indian Diaspora, it is in- 
structive not to forget the pain and sufferings that early Pravasi 
Bharatiyas had to go through. In many countries, such as Mauritius, 
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South Africa, Caribbean Islands and Fiji, our forefathers were taken 
as indentured labourers. The injustice meted out to them remains a 
dark chapter in India's history. At the same time, their determined 
struggle against adversity is a source of inspiration for all of us. If 
our forefathers were the victims of want and exploitation, our chil- 
dren and grandchildren will be the trailblazers of prosperity and a 
new era in human development marked by justice and universal 
brotherhood. 

Friends, we have assembled here after the passage of one 
year. During this period, India's development has gained further 
momentum. In 2003, we were already one of the fastest growing 
economies in the world. In 2004, we have got closer to our target of 
8 per cent GDP growth rate. Last month, our forex reserves crossed 
$ 100 billion. We are prepaying our external loans. From an aid- 
seeking country, India is now emerging as an aid-giving country. 
There was a time, not long ago, when many people in India be- 
moaned the phenomenon of "Brain Drain". Today a large number 
of highly qualified and successful Indian professionals are returning 
to India because they see that India itself has now become a land 
of opportunity and achievement. Foreign companies and businesses 
now look at India as an important emerging market and are keen to 
invest here. At the same time, there has also been a reverse phe- 
nomenon. The year 2003 has seen many Indian corporates emerg- 
ing as global players with impressive investments overseas and ac- 
quisitions of companies abroad. 

To further reinforce this process, Iam happy to announce 
that Indian corporates will hereafter be freely permitted to make 
overseas investments up to 100 per cent of their net worth, whether 
through an overseas joint venture or a wholly owned subsidiary. 
The current restrictions including a ceiling of US $ 100 million are 
hereby being lifted. Similarly, we have decided to permit - indeed, 
encourage - Indian corporates to go global in the agriculture sector. 
Accordingly, the existing restrictions on Indian corporates to under- 
take agricultural activities abroad, whether directly or through an 
Overseas branch, will be removed. This will enable Indian compa- 
nies to take advantage of global opportunities and also to acquire 
technological and other skills for adoption in India. 
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Sisters and Brothers, as you are aware, positive winds are 
blowing in India's external environment. I have just returned froma 
landmark summit meeting of SAARC countries in Islamabad. The 
conclusion of a South Asian Free Trade Agreement (SAFTA) will 
herald a new era of trade and economic cooperation in this region. 
These, coupled with our achievements in the economic field, have 
palpably elevated India's standing in the world community. They 
have also opened up exciting new possibilities and opportunities — 
both for Bharatiyas and Pravasi Bharatiyas. I invite all of you to 
avail these rapidly expanding opportunities and possibilities. 

I assure you that, in the years to come, India will surprise the 
world even more by taking longer and bolder strides ahead. Of 
course, we are well aware of the many daunting challenges that lie 
ahead of us. In particular, we want to eradicate poverty faster. We 
recognize it as our moral and Constitutional duty. At the same time, 
it is also a precondition to reaching our goal of making India an all- 
sidedly Developed Nation by 2020. In this endeavour, we seek your 
ideas, your suggestions and your participation. Above all, we seek 
your best wishes. 

In the year that has passed by, my Government has worked 
with steadfast attention to implementing the promises made at the 
first Pravasi Bharatiya Conference. We have recently enacted the 
Citizenship Amendment Bill, which provides overseas Indians in 16 
countries the possibility ofapplying for dual citizenship. I would like 
to clarify that these 16 countries were chosen because their legal 
systems were compatible with the concept of dual citizenship and 
there is a strong representation of people of Indian origin in these 
nations. We have always been concerned with the welfare of those 
Indian workers who travel to distant shores ın search of higher 
eration. In fulfilment of the promise I made last year at this 
lsory insurance scheme, called the Pravasi 
for Indian workers migrating to the Gulf 
sia has been introduced since 25th De- 
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behind in India would now enjoy the facility of one-third reservation 
out of the 15 per cent supernumerary seats across different disci- 
plines in educational institutions. Further, children of NRIs in the 
Gulf would not be required to pay NRI fees, They would be treated 
at par with resident citizens. 

Today I pleased to make an announcement which addresses 
yet another important recommendation of the high powered Com- 
mittee headed by Dr. L.M. Singhvi. I have heard many of you say 
that there should be a permanent centre to deal with the multifari- 
ous needs of the diasporic community. Accordingly, the Govern- 
ment has decided to set up a Pravasi Bharatiya Kendra in New 
Delhi, for which we will provide a suitable plot of land and a seed 
grant of Rs. 25 crore. The responsibility of running it will be en- 
trusted to an autonomous body, which will also raise additional re- 
sources from members of the Diaspora. The Government has also 
decided to install commemorative plaques at ports and places from 
where significant number of Indians left for foreign lands. 

Lam happy to note that youth is one of the main themes of the 
Pravasi Bharatiya Conference this year. We have great faith in the 
abilities of young people of Indian origin all over the world. At the 
same time, we feel as strongly as all of you that it is essential that 
they be exposed to the land of their forefathers in order for them to 
see, understand and comprehend their Indianness. We have, there- 
fore, decided that each year a group of 50 second or third genera- 
tion Indian youth from different countries will be invited to Visit 
Indian for 2 weeks. They would participate in the Pravasi Bharatia 
Divas function and also visit 2-3 other States in India. 

My deal friends, you have come to Delhi when the winter has 
been particularly cold. But as far as India's performance and pros- 
pects are concemed, you can see that it is springtime everywhere. 
The whole world is looking at India with admiration and hope. As 
the largest democracy rapidly achieving all-round development. As 
the cradle of civilization becoming a laboratory of unity in diversity 
toa shnnking world. Whenever I have interacted with members of 
the Diaspora during my travels abroad, I have heard them say that 
there never was a better time to be an Indian and never a better 
time to be in India. 
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You are our ambassadors in the countries you have chosen to 
make home. Given your links with India and your stature in your 
home countries, you are in an unique position to explain what India 
is, and what India can be, to the audiences in your countries. I, 
therefore, urge each and every one of you to take on this role of an 
earnest ambassador. With these words I open the second Pravasi 
Bharatiya Divas Conference and wish it every success. o 
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Indian Foreign Policy 
—A Vision Statement 


...The dream of India as a great nation, which we had seen 
during the Freedom Struggle, continues to inspire us even today. To 
some extent, this dream has been realised. Yet, a lot more remains 
to be accomplished. 

Despite all the hardships, and braving all the challenges in 
these fifty-six years, India is standing in the world with her head 
held high. 

The nation’s security in supreme to us. India cannot be 
dependent on others for her security. Therefore, the first act of my 
Government five years ago was to make India, for her self- 
defence, a nuclear weapons state. 

The world is changing. New challenges are emerging before 
us. We have to make India stronger both economically and socially. 

In the past five years, India’s prestige in the world has gone 
up, thanks to our pro-active foreign policy. The international 
community’s way of looking at us has undergone a big change. The 
world is now recognising India: 

e As the world’s largest democracy; 

e Asan emerging global economic power; 

e As the confluence ofa modern nation and an ancient civilisation; 
e Asa powerful country, dedicated to the ideal of peace. 

It is our policy to establish friendly and cooperative relations 
with all our neighbors. We believe in resolving all disputes peace- 
fully. Our frequent initiatives to normalise relations with Pakistan 
are not a sign of our weakness; rather, they are an indication of our 


commitment to peace. 


Excerpts from the English rendering of the Hindi speech on Independence Day - 
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Inrecent months, there has been some progress in normalising 
relations with Pakistan. Nevertheless, terrorist activities are still 
continuing. The test of our neighbour’s sincerity lies in whether he 
is prepared to stop cross-border terrorism totally. 

We hope that Pakistan abjures its anti-India outlook. The 
people of both countries wish to live in peace. 

I have been telling our Pakistani friends that we have spend 
fifty years fighting. How much more blood is yet to be spilt? The 
two of us need to fight against poverty, against unemployment, and 
against backwardness. 

We should increase trade and economic links between our 
two countries. When we share a two thousand kilometer long 
border, it makes no sense for us to trade via a third country. 

Let people travel to and fro. Let more and more elected 
representatives visit each other’s country. Let us expand bilateral 
cultural relations 

Let us open some new doors, new windows, and new light- 
holes in the walls that divide us. 

The love that the two-year-old girl Noor from Lahore received 
in India carries a message, which our friends in Pakistan should 
understand. 

On the occasion of Independence Day of both our countries, 
I invite Pakistan to walk together with India on the road to peace. 
This road is decidedly bumpy. There are even mines strewn along 
this path. Yet, once we start walking, we will find the hurdles 
getting out of our way... 
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Nuclear Weapons for Self-Defence 


I rise to inform the House of momentous developments that 
have taken place while we were in recess. On May 11, £998 India 
successfully carried out three underground nuclear tests. Two 
more underground tests on May 13, 1998 completed the planned 
series of tests. I would like this House to join me in paying fulsome 
tribute to our scientists, engineers and defence personnel whose 
singular achievements have given us a renewed sense of national 
pride and self-confidence. In addition to the statement I now make, 
I have also taken the opportunity to submit to the House a paper 
entitled “Evolution of India’s Nuclear Policy”. 

In 1947, when India emerged as a free country to take its 
rightful place in the comity of nations, the nuclear age had already 
dawned. Our leaders then took the crucial decision to opt for self- 
reliance and freedom of thought and action. We rejected the Cold 
War paradigm and chose the more difficult path of non-alignment. 
Our leaders also realised that a nuclear-weapon-free-world would 
enhance not only India’s security but also the security of all nations. 
That is why disarmament was and continues to be a major plank 
in our foreign policy. 

During the 50’s, India took the lead in calling for an end to all 
nuclear weapon testing. Addressing the Lok Sabha on April 2, 
1954, Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, to whose memory we pay homage 
“Nuclear, chemical and biological energy and power 
should not be used to forge weapons of mass destruction.” He 
called for negotiations for prohibition and elimination of nuclear 
weapons and in the interim, a standstill agreement to halt nuclear 


testing. This call was not heeded. 
In 1965, along with a small group of non-aligned countries, 


today, stated, 


Suo moto statement in Parliament on successful completion of nuclear tests, 


New Delhi, 27 May 1998 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


200 TOWARDS A NEW WORLD 


India put forward the idea of an international non-proliferation 
agreement under which the nuclear weapon states would agree to 
give up their arsenals provided other countries refrained from 
developing or acquiring such weapons. This balance of rights and 
obligations was not accepted. In the 60’s our security concerns 
deepened. The country sought security guarantees but the coun- 
tries we turned to were unable to extend to us the expected 
assurances. As a result, we made it clear that we would not be able 
to sign the NPT. 

The Lok Sabha debated the issue on April 5, 1968. Prime 
Minister late Smt. Indira Gandhi assured the House that, “We shall 
be guided entirely by our self-enlightenment and the considerations 
of national security”. This was a turning point and this House 
strengthened the decision of the then Government by reflecting a 
national consensus. 

Our decision not to sign the NPT was in keeping with our 
basic objectives. In 1974, we demonstrated our nuclear capability. 


nuclear option. This was the primary reason behind the 1996 
decision for not signing the CTBT, a decision that also enjoyed 
consensus of this House. 

The decades of the 80’s and 90’s had meanwhile witnessed 
the gradual deterioration of our security environment as a result of 
nuclear and missile proliferation. In our neighbourhood, nuclear 
weapons had increased and more sophisticated delivery system 
inducted. In addition, India has also been the victim of externally 
aided and abetted terrorism, militancy and clandestine war. 

At a global level, we see no evidence on the part of the 
nuclear weapon states to take decisive and irreversible steps in 
moving towards a nuclear-weapon-free-world. Instead, we have 
seen that the NPT has been extended indefinitely and uncondition- 
ally, perpetuating the existence of nuclear weapons in the hands of 
the five countries. 

Under such circumstances, the Government was faced with 
a difficult decision. The touchstone that has guided us in making the 
correct choice clear was national security. These tests are a 
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continuation of the policies set into motion that put this country on 
the path of self-reliance and independence of thought and action. 

India is now a nuclear weapon state. This is a reality that 
cannot be denied. It is not a conferment that we seek, nor is it a 
status for others to grant. It is an endowment to the nation by our 
scientists and engineers. It is India’s due, the right of one-sixth of 
human-kind. Our strengthened capability adds to our sense of 
responsibility. We do not intend to use these weapons for aggres- 
sion or for mounting threats against any country; these are weap- 
ons of self-defence to ensure that India is not subjected to nuclear 
threats or correction. We do not intend to engage in an arms race. 

We had taken a number of initiatives in the past. We regret 
that these proposals did not receive a positive response from other 
nuclear weapon states. In fact, had their response been positive, 
we need not have gone in for our current testing programme. We 
have been and will continue to be in the forefront of the calls for 
opening negotiations for a Nuclear Weapons Convention (NWC), 
so that this challenge can be dealt with in the same manner that we 
have dealt with the scourge of two other weapons of mass destruc- 
tion through Biological Weapons Convention and Chemical Weap- 
ons Convention. 

Traditionally, India has been an outward looking country. Our 
strong commitment to multilateralism is reflected in our active 
participation in organisations like the United Nations. This engage- 
ment will continue. The policies of economic liberalisation intro- 
duced in recent years have increased our regional and global 
linkages and my Government intends to deepen and strengthen 
these ties. 

Ournuclear policy has been marked byrestraintand openness. 
Wehavenot violated my international agreements either in 1974, or 
now, in 1998. The restraint exercised for 24 years, after having 
demonstrated our capability in 1974 is in itself a unique example. 
Restraint, however, has to arise from strength. It cannot be based 
upon indecision or doubt. The series of tests recently undertaken by 
India have led to the removal of doubts. The action involved was 
balanced in that it was the minimum necessary to maintain what is 
an irreducible component of our national security calculus. 
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Subsequently, Government has already announced that India 
will now observe a voluntary moratorium and refrain from con- 
ducting underground nuclear test explosions. We have'also indi- 
cated our willingness to move towards a de jure formalization of 
this declaration. 

The House is no doubt aware of the different reactions that 
have emanated from the people of India and from different parts 
of the world. The overwhelming support of our citizens is our 
source of strength. It tells us not only that this decision was right 
but also that our country wants to focussed leadership, which 
attends to their security needs. This, I pledge to do as a sacred 
duty. We have also been greatly heartened! by the outpouring of 
support from Indians abroad. They have, with one voice, spoken in 
favour of our action. To the people of India, and to Indians abroad, 
I convey my profound gratitude. We look to the people of India and 
Indians. abroad for support in the difficult period ahead. 

In this, 50th year of our Independence, we stand at a defining 
moment in our history. The rationale for the Government’s decision 
is based on the same policy tenets that have guided us for five 
decades. These policies have been sustained successfully because 
of an underlying national consensus. It is vital to maintain the 
consensus as we approach the next millennium. In my statement 
today and in the paper placed before the House, I have elaborated 
on the rationale behind the Government's decision and outlined our 
approach for the future. The present decision and future actions 
will continue to reflect a commitment to sensibilities and obligations 
ofan ancient civilisations, a sense of responsibility and restraint, but 
a restraint born of the assurance of action, not of doubts or 
apprehension. Avoiding triumphalism, let us work together towards 
our shared objective in ensuring that as we move towards a new 
millennium, India will take its rightful place in the international 
community. 
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Indian Foreign Policy — 
Challenges Ahead 


...] nowitum to India's interaction with the international com- 
munity in theyears to come, by mentioning only a few key issues. 
Weare seeing increasingly that as India adjusts to globalization, the 
globe is adjusting to a quiet "Indianization". Indians and people of 
Indian origin have earned recognition abroad as political leaders 
and heads of multinaitonals, as film director and sports captains, as 
editors and authors. The most prestigious universities of the world 
have Indians in top faculty positions. 

There are some who do not like to describe all this as "India 
Shining". They would at least have to admit that these facts testify 
to the vigour and vitality of India's international profile today. Our 
economic growth and development have enhanced our international 
standing. Conversely, our network of intranational cooperation has 
also provided new opportunities for India's growth and development. 

As the world seeks to fashion a new global order from the 
debris of the Cold War, India will creatively pursue her foreign 
policy to widen the web of friendly relations with the countries in 
the world. Our aim will be to secure for India a meaningful role in 
world affairs. 

India does not believe that unipolarity is a state of equilibrium 
in today's world. At the same time, we do not advocate a form of 
multipolarity, which creates tension between the poles. We believe 
a stable equilibrium lies in a cooperative multipolar world which 
accommodates the legitimate aspirations and interests of all its com- 
ponent poles and of the international community as a whole. This is 
the world which India is committed to working for. 


Excerpts from the Keynote speech at the India Today Conclave, New Delhi, 12 
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In Asia, regional economic cooperation has already changed 
the contours of our international engagement. The ASEAN-India 
relationship is gaining strength and maturity. We have recently given 
economic cooperation within SAARC a new impetus. Through 
BIMST-EC, we are trying to exploit the synergies of sub-regional 
cooperation in a way that will also promote the rapid economic 
development of our North-Eastern States. We have taken forward 
our relations with China, by strengthening the underpinning of a 
vibrant economic cooperation. 

It is this language of cooperation, detente and dialogue, which 
we have consistently used in our neighbourhood policy. The agree- 
ment which we reached with Pakistan in January flowed from our 
consistent stand that it is only bilateral dialogue which can solve our 
problems; that this dialogue cannot be pursued or sustained if ter- 
rorism continues; and that all problems - including Jammu & Kash- 
mur - should be addressed in this dialogue. 

Throughout the recent difficult years, when we had to fashion 
responses appropriate to immediate challenges, we have consis- 
tently had this clarity of purpose. I have also frequently said that in 
this changing and fast moving world, we cannot afford to remain 
shackled by history. We should be willing to look at innovative ideas 
for resolution of our bilateral differences. 

Of course, it is public opinion in both countries which has to 
lead the politicians to pragmatic and acceptable solutions. That is 
why we have been advocating intensification of trade, economic 
cooperation, cultural exchanges and sporting links, so that public 
opinion in both countries can be mobilized in support of the peace 
dividend. 

It is also our vision for our entire South Asian region that the 
economic stakes that we develop in each other will eventually wipe 
away misunderstanding and suspicions, and create a South Asian 
Economic Union, which will promote progress and prosperity in a 
strongly inter-connected subcontinent. 

The two defining security-related pre-occupations of the 21st 
Century are terrorism and proliferation. 

We in India know that international terrorism, inspired by reli- 
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the consciousness of the international community on that date. It 
enabled the world to put in better perspective India's own experi- 
ences. We willingly joined the international coalition against terror- 
ism, applauded the provisions of UN Security Council Resolutions 
1373 and 1456, and called for a strict and universal application ofall 
these provisions. 

This is a continuing struggle. We have to resist the temptation 
of short-term political goals diverting us from the long-term objec- 
tive. India 1s convinced that ultimately the battle against interna- 
tional terrorism can only be effectively won by the widest possible 
coalition of democracies acting in concert. It is an objective we will 
continue to pursue. 

We heara lot these days about the indiscriminate proliferation 
of weapons of mass destruction, feeding a black market of non- 
state actors. We have always maintained that existing non-prolif- 
eration regimes are all grossly unequal and would not serve the 
purpose of military de-nuclearization. They have restrained the re- 
sponsible and rewarded the reckless. 

Let me declare unequivocally that India supports the objec- 
tive of genuine non-proliferation. We have pursued it from our own 
perspectives and for our own good. India can contribute meaning- 
fully, and even add value, toa multilateral cooperative framework 


for this... 
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India is marching towards a bright future. We 
have our share of problems. But these cannot 
hide the brightness on the horizon. It will be 
a future free of poverty and all other vestiges 


of underdevelopment. The day is not far when 
every region, every community and every citizen 
in our country shall enjoy the fruits of India's 
prosperity and progress. If we want, and if we 
act unitedly to get what we want, then this 
energising goal can be achieved within the 


span of a generation... 
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